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PREFACE. 


+ 


It is now far {even years fince. Mr, 
Booptez, of Ongar, in Effex, told me that, in 
_ his opinion, many nervous difeafes, and many 
pulmonary affections, originate in a diforder 
of the Liver. He regretted his inability to 
inveftigate the fubject by diffection, and urged 
me to endeavour to afcertain, by that method, 
how far his ideas were well founded, or other- 
wife. The refult of thefe enquiries is related | 
at the conclufion of the firft peng in this 
‘yolume. 


Having 
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Having thus been led to pay attention td 
diforders of the digeftive organs, and _ their 
connexion with other difeafes, in the relation 
of caufe or effect; the importance of the in- 
veftigation in which 1 +had-engaged gradually 
increafed in my eftimation. I foon perceived 
that the fubject was of the higheft confequence 
in the practice of furgery; for local difeafes 
difturb the functions of the digeftive organs ; 
and, conyerfely, a deranged ftate of thofe or- 
fans, either occurring in confequence of fuch 
fympathy, or exifting primarily as an original 
difeafe, materialiy affects the progrefs of Jocal 
co mplaints. ‘The fads which I have collected, 
and the obfervations which I have made rela- 
tive to thefe fubje&s, will ‘be found in the 
-fubfequent paper. It feems to be the duty of 
every one to promulgate any ufeful facts which 

he may poffefs, relating to an important fub- 
| ject, in order to excite general attention to it; 
by. which the knowledge of that fubje& is 
likely to obtain the greateft and moft rapid 

increatfe. 


ad 


PREFACE, vii 
increafe.’ Tofluenced by this corifideration, 
atid believing that thie fads which T have col 


lected merit attention, I fubmit them to the 
judgment of the publick. 


It is no more than juftice to ftate, that 
opinions of a fimilar kind, with refpect to the 
influence of the hepatic function on various 
forms of difeafe, have, for fome years pat, 
been delivered by Dr. Curry, Phyfician to 
Guy’s Hofpital, in his leGtures. upon the The- 
ory and Praétice of Medicine; and that our 
furprife was mutual, at finding fuch coinci- 
dence of fentiment upon a fubject hitherto fo 
little adverted to, Until Dr. Curry, however, 
fhall lay the refult of his labours before the 
publick, which he is now ‘preparing to do, it 
is impoffible to fay how far our ideas may 
correfpond i in the detail; hut when two per- 
fons begin | an inveitigation with principles 
nearly fimilar, it is not, perhaps, unreafonable 

to 
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to expect, that the facts which they collect, ~ 
and the obfervations which they make, though 
in different lines of the. profeflion, will be- 
found mutually to fupport and illuftrate each, 
other, : : 


hie 4 


en thofe Diforders ‘of the Suflem in general, and 
* of the digeftive Organs in particular, which 
accompany local Difeafes, and which, whether 
~ they be Sympathetic or idiopathic, coiderably 
~ obfruct the Cure of thefe Difeafes: | 


— ANevil feenis to nie to havé arifen from 
the artificial divifion of the healing art into 
the medical and furgical departments. This 
divifion has caufed the attention of the phy- 
fician and furgeon to be too exclifively di- 
fected to thofe diféafes, which cuftom has arbi« 
trarily allotted to their care. The effects of. 
local diforders upon the conftitution have, in 
‘confequence, been too little attended'to; and 
| indeed I know of no book, to which I can 
‘tefer a furgical ftudent for a fatisfaétory ac- 
fount of thofe febrile and nervous affections, 
‘which local difeafe produces, except that of 
abe fs: B Mr. 
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Mr. Hunter*. The reciprocal operation of 
conftitutional diforders upon local difeafes has 
obtained ftill lefs attentiow. To inveftigate 
more particularly fome parts of thefe fubjects, 
and to bring them forwards to public notice, 
are the propofed objects of the prefent paper. 
No part of the animal body can be very 
confiderably difordered, without occafioning 
a correfpondent derangement of the whole 
conftitution. Such diforder has been confi- 
dered by Mr. Hunter as the refult of univerfal 
fympathy. ‘This confent ef the whole con- 
fiitutron. with its parts, manifefts itfelf, in par- 
ticular inftances, by a greater diflurbance of 
the functions of fome organs than of others; 
and from this circumftance thefe difeafes have 
derived the appellations, by which they are 
commonly diftinguifhed. If. the a@ions of 
the fanguiferous fyftem be principally dif- 
turbed, and the temperature of the body fub- 
ject to unnatural. yariations, the difeafe is 
termed fever: if the nervous fyttem be chiefly, 
: + 
son 


affected, 


* ‘Treatife on the Blood,. Inflammation, &e, 
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affected, a ftate of vigilance or of delirium may 
_be produced: convulfions and tetanus take place 
when the mufcular fyftem is more particularly 
difordered. Though the efpecial diforder of 
particular organs thus gives a character and 
denomination to the difeafe, it is fufficiently” 
evident, in evety inftance; that the whole 
conititition is difturbed, and that parts of it 
are chiefly affected, perhaps from unknown 
circumftances relative to the nervous fy{tem, 
or it may be from a predifpofition to diforder 
exifting in the parts; which are chiefly affected. 
It feems to be afcertained, that perfons of © 
particular con({titutions are predifpofed to thofe 
febrile actions of the fanguiferous fyftem, 
which conftitute the inflammatory fever; that 
there is a propenfity to convulfions in chil- 
dren, and to tetanus in the mets of 
warm climates. 3 


It tic be a fit fubject for enquiry; whether 
it be poffible for particular organs to become 
affected otherwife, than ‘through the medium 
of the nervous fyftem in general. Though 
fome infiances of fympathy are fitange, and 


B2 perhaps 


f 
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perhaps inexplicable, it muft, I think, be ad» | 
mitted, that the inflammatory fever, ‘the {tate 
of vigilance and delirium, convulfions and te+: 

tanus, which arife in confequence of injuries 
of the ‘limbs, are produced by irritation im-: 
parted to the brain, which, by a kind of re= 
~ fle&ed operation, occafions a greater diforder 
of fome organs than of others, and thus gives 
a character and denomination to the difeafe.. 


. That the ftomach and bowels are difordered 
by injuries and difeafes of parts of the body, 
has. been remarked by various perfons; but 
the fubject has never been extenfively fur- 
‘veyed, nor viewed with that accuracy of ob-: 
fervation, which its high importance merits. — 
It has been obterved that {prains of tendinous 
or. ligamentous parts produce fudden ficknefs ;, 
and Mr. Hunter has attributed that thivering — 
which is confequent to accidents, and attendant ~ 
on fome difeafes, to the ftate of the ftomach. 
It is alfo known that, in fome local injuries 
from accident or operations, the ftomach has 
appeared to be the part principally affected. — 
But thefe remarks have been made only ina 

| curfory — 
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| curfory manner; and it is my latention ta-- 
examine the fubject more particularly. The 
connexion of local difeafes with the ftate of 
the-conftitution in general alfo appears to me 
either not fufficiently underftood or not duly 
regarded by the generality of practitioners ; and 
tothisfubjec Ialfo mean toclaim their particular 
attention. I hall in the firft place fele& twa — 
cafes to fhew how the f{tomach and bowels, 
or, to {peak yet more extenfively, the digeftive 
qrgans maybe affected from local diforder, — 


OO Jeshey ra bow ole en 


A healthy gentleman, about twenty-five 
years of age, was induced to fubmit to an 
‘operation for the return of an adherent omen- 
‘tal hernia, rather “in order to‘remove the in- 
‘convenience and apprehenfion which the dif 
order occafioned, than from any urgent. ne- 
_ceflity; for any increafed exertion in walking 
or riding produced the defeent ef a portion 
of inteftine behind the thickened omentum, 
‘and obliged: him to ftop, and replace it: and 
~ he 
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he frequently could not accomplith the reduce 
tion without confiderable difficulty. The ap- 
plication of truffles had been quite ineffectual 
in obviating thefe alarming 1 IRCORWERIERCHCS:| 


The patient’ s diet on the day nike au 
operation was {canty, and confifted of fluid 
fubitances. He took on the morning of the 
operation fome Epfom falts and manna, which 


operated twice, and feemed to have emptied | 
his bowels, A portion of the omentum was 


cut eff, and the remainder was returned after 


two veflels had been tied. The operation 


# 


was followed by general diforder of the con- 
ftitution, manifefted by a full and ftrong pulfe, 
furred tongue, great anxiety, refileffnefs, and 


total want of fleep. The ftomach was par-_ 
ticularly affected, being diftended, uneafy gn 


compreflion, and rejecting every thing that 


was fwallowed. He was bled largely i in the. 


evening, and togk faline medicines, but.could 
not be prevailed on to {wallow any thing elfe, 
except fome toaft and water. The ficknefs 
had in fome degree abated on the next day. 


A -folution of magnet vitriolata in mint water 


was 
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was prefcribed in {mall occafional dofes, in 
_ order to’relieve the diftenfion of the ftomach, 
and the unpleafant ftate of the tongue, by: 
procuring fome difcharge from the bowels *, 
In the courfe) of the:dayhe took an ounce of 
the, falts, which was not) rejected by -the 
ftemach, yet he could fearcely be. prevailed 


»* Patients not unfrequently fuffer much after operations from 
diforder of the ftomach, and fometimes die apparent) y in confe- 
- quence of this affection, and not from local mifchief. In thefe 
cafes opium fometimes fails to qniet the irritability of the fto- 


=e Or ae 


difcharges can be procured per anum, the ftomach becomes tran- 
gquil. The magnefia vitriolata diffolved in common mint water 
or peppermint water, in {mall.and repeated dofes, and clyfters, 
are, I believe, generally direéted to produce this effect. It mutt 
be acknowledged that it is diforder of the brain that affects the 
_ftomach; but the re-action of the latter affection increafes.and 
maintains the former, by which it was produced. ‘Thefe cafes 
_ are exceedingly various with regard to the degree and kind of 
_ the diforder; fometimes the brain feems the part chiefly affected, 
and the nervous energy appears to be greatly impaired. In fuch 
eafes cordials feem to be the only medicine that can be pre- 
fcribed with probable benefit. Sometimes a low kind of deli- 
rium takes place, with but a flight degree of febrile aétion. 
* Sometimes the delirium is more violent, and the febrile a@tions’ 
are proportionably increafed, attended with fubfaltus of the 
mnicles and occafional conyulfions. 


: upon 
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upon to take any thing clfe. The tongue 


was {till covered ‘by a thick yellow far; the 


fkin .wasihot and dry,.and the pulfe frequenty 


As*there was no’ particular tendernefs about 


Pel 


the hypogattric region, he was not again bled. — 


The fecond night) pafled without the leaft 


fleep. “As the. fglts ‘had produced no effect, 


the fame medicine was ordered in an infufion © 


of fenna; with the addition of fome of the 


tincture, which, by being a In very 
{mall .dofes, was retained. , however, 


no effect feemed likely to — from this. 


medicine, a grain of calomel was given at 


night, and repeated on the following morning, 


Still the loathing of food continued. ‘The © 


third night patfed, like the former ones, with- 


out the leaft fleep, and, with great anxiety, 


On’ the next morning, two pills, ‘containing — 


five grains of the pil. colocynth, and the fame 


quantity of the pil. aloet. cum myrrha, were 


given every fourth hour. ‘Vhefe procured no 


- ftool, nor produced any fenfation which inclined . 


the patient. to believe that they would ope- 


rate.’ Again he pafled a night without fleep;.- 


but, towards the morning, he felt his bowels 


apparently 


OF THE DIGESTIVE ORGANS, &c. Q 


_ apparently filling, to ufe his own expreffion, 
_and a’ ptofufe difcharge enfued. A dozen co- 
pious, fetid, and black evacuations took place 
between five and ten o'clock, and he had fe- 
veral others in the courfe of the day; after 
this, his appetite returned, his tongue be- 
came clean, and found and continued fleep 
fucceeded, 


That the chylopoietic organs were in this 
cafe the parts chiefly affected, can {carcely be 
queftioned. The ficknefs, the, tendernefs 
of the parts in the epigattric:region, the dif- 
like to receive any thing into. the {tomach, 


and the ftate of the tongue, all thew that the 


ftomach was much difordered. ‘The infufcep- 
tibility of the bowels to be operated on by 
thofe medicines, which would ordinarily have | 
produced difcharges from them, and the pro- 
_fufe evacuation which afterwards enfued, and 
relieved the patient, fhew that thefe vifcera 
participated in the affection. The black co- 
lour of the difcharges fhews, [ think, that the 
fecretion of the bile was not healthy. It is 
probable that fome portion of the evacuated 

matter 
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matter proceeded’ from the liver, in which 
eafe it might. be juftly inferred | that» this 
organ was affected in common with the reft 
of the i te vifcera, 


It may be fuppofed, that the injury ith ‘to 
the omentum might contribute to produce the 
diforder of thefe organs, rather than of 
others. We do not, however, find that fuch 
effects commonly fucceed to fimilar operations, 
The ill confequences in the prefent cafe were 
greater than might perhaps have been expec- 
ted, if it were not known, that an operation 
performed on a healthy patient is more ‘apt 
to produce confiderable diforder, than where 
the conftitution has previoufly fuftained the 
irritation of a difeafe, for which the opaniien 
Lips neceflary.. 


It is probable alfo that the reftleffnefs and 
anxiety of the patient were aggravated, if not 
principally caufed by the ftate of the chylo- 
poietic vifcera; fince the relief which took 
place in thofe parts on the renewal of fecre- 
tions into’ them, ecrtaHey removed the nervous | 

fymptoms. 


OF THE DIGESTIVE ORGANS, &c. 11 


fymptoms. That the difcharges were the 
effect of fecretion is proved by the abfence 
of alimentary matter in the bowels, in .confe- 
quence of the action of the purgative: admi- — 
niftered on the morning of the operation, and 
the abftinence both before and artcr Chet 
period *, 


I could relate numerous cafes in fupport of 
the inferences, which I have drawn from the 
preceding hiftory ; that local irritation affect- 
ing the nervous. ‘fytiem may occafion a'fubfe- 
quent affection of the digeftive. organs of a 


* Two inftances are recorded in Mr. Pott’s Works of the 
operation for the redu€tion of an hernia being’ performed where 
no ftrangulation exifted. See Pott’s Works, vol. Il. pp. 295, 

299, edition of 1783. 

_., The operation in the. cafe juft related was undertaken ‘upon 
the authority of thefe cafes, which were both fuccefsful. I per- 
formed : a fimilar operation on a patient, whofe life had been twice 

: in imminent hazard from firangulation, in a cafe of adherent 
epiplocele, in which a truls did not, keep up, the hernia, -This. 

t operation was follow ed by vidlent peritonitis, which could cooly 

"be fubdued ‘by fach copious ‘and repeated venxfediion, as “endan- 

gered the'patient’s life. Thefe cafes have ‘made fuch an‘ im- 

_preffion on, my. amind, that I should be very averfe in future te 
undertake fimilar experiments. 


bois. moft 
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moft:momentous nature}’and’ which appears 
‘to. be the fource of great general diforder of the 
fyftem,becaufe an amendment taking place 
inthe eftate of thofe vifcera, a correfponding ~ 
alleviation of the general fymptoms enfues. — 
Such cafes fucceeding to. great local irritation — 
muft frequently occur to every one; it is 

therefore unneceflary to adduce more inftances... 


~. I thall however relate another cafe to con- 
firm the opinions which I. have delivered, 
becaufe it appears to me to elucidate ftill more 
my prefent fubjet. 


CASE 
A gentleman fell with his leg between the! 
bars_of an iron grating, which ferved as a win- 
dow to acellar. The part was much: bruifed, 
the fkin grazed, and the tibia broken into — 
three or four pieces at its upper extremity. 
The limb. was put up in {plints by a neigh-— 
bouring furgeon, and the next day the patient 
a ee to fee me in confultation. TI at- 
tended 
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tended for a few days, but every thing went 


on fo well, that I difcontinued my regular’ 
vifits, and only called: occafionally, without: 
feeing the limb. ' There was no inflammation; 


the {welling which had been occafioned by 
‘the bruife had fubfided, and where the fkin 
had ‘been grazed, two or three trivial ulcers 


had taken place, which obliged the furgeon to: 
open the bandages and drefs them daily» ‘The: 


patient’s health had been fo good, that about 


three or four weeks after the accident, he had ~ 
fome friends to dine with him in his room, ~ 


and afterwards played at cards with them, 
and parted with them, in the evening, in high 
-fpirits. In the middle of the fame night, the pa- 


i tient fuddenly became delirious, and I was fent 
_for to meet the other furgeon in contultation. — 


The’ delirium was then fo great, that the pa- 
tient knew not the perfons in the room. ‘On 


“looking at the leg, with a view to inquire 
into the caufe of this unexpected eccurrence, 
it was found, that one of the ulcers of the 


skin on the outfide of the limb, on which 


his pofition had produced fome preflure, had _ 
become deep, and ie is apace penetrated the 
oF fafcia, ‘ 


i 
_ 
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fafcia, fo. as to communicate with the frac: 
tured bone, and thus had converted a fimple: 
into a compound fracture. To: this event we 
could not but attribute the fudden irritation 
of the confiitution, and the delirium. Opium’ 
was immediately given, which quieted this 
difturbance in a confiderable degree, fo that 
on the next day the pulfe was miore tranquil, — 
and there was no delirium: On the following 
day his ftomach became affected ; he was fick, 
could take nothing by the. mouth, had the’ 
hiccough, and hisabdomen was diftended like 
that of a perfon in tympanitis; whilft the 
fenfes and intelle&t were not difordered as they 
had been. In this ftate he continued about 
twenty-four hours, when his fufferings were 
terminated by death. As fome fufpicions had 
arifen that the head or abdomen might have’ 
been hurt at the time of the accident, the 
body was infpected; but no injury of thefe 
parts was difcovered. Upon examining the 
leg, it. was found that the external wound 
communicated with the fractured tibia, which 
was broken into feveral, pieces; fome of the 
fra¢tures, afcending in a perpendicular direc- 
tion, 


% 
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tion, communicated with the joint a the 
_ knee. | 
In this cafe the difceafe was of too fhort 
duration for obfervations to be made refpect- 
_ ing the fecretions of the chylopoietic organs; 
but it was evident that there was a complete 
atony of the ftomach and inteftines. The 
confideration of fuch cafes as thofe which 
have been related, have convinced mé that 
local irritation may, produce a great diforder 
of the digeftive organs. It mutt, I think, be 
-granted, that it produces fuch effects through 
the medium of the nervous {yftem, and that, 
by a kind of reflected operation, the digeftive 
organs become affected fo that the moft mani- 
fett and, greateft diforder feems. to, exift in. 
them. 
Now, if vehement local irritation can pro-. 
duce fo violent a difturbance of ‘the chylo- 
' poietic organs, it may be expected that a lefs, 
degree of a fimilar caufe will produce flighter 
effects of the fame nature. .Indeed, the fore- 
going cafes were related | not merely becaufe 
they 


-. 


. 
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they feemed worthy of record by themfelves 
(for fuch hifteries are but rarely met with im 


medical books), but chiefly to prepare the 
reader for ‘the ‘obfervations which’ are to 
follow. , 


This flighter kind of derangement occurs itt 


cancerous complaints, which rarely fail to be’ 


accompanied with diforder of the abdominal 


vifcera; to which ‘affe@iion I am induced in 
general to ‘attribute * that difficulty of breath 


ing which has been fo generally remarked in 


the laft fiages of the difeafe. "We find the 


fame ftate of the chylopoietic organs in the 


advanced {tages of Jumbar abfcefs, compound : 
fractures, and all kinds of local difeafe, which’ ~ 


impart confiderable and continued irritation 
to the whole conftitution. We alfo find a 
lefs important difeafe, as for inftance, a fretful 


ulcer, keep up a diforder of the fyftem in pi 


> 


neral and of the digeftive organs in particular,’ 


which fubfides as the irritable ftate of the ulcer’ 
diminifhes. But as practitioners in: general 
ere not perhaps nave fo ee ae rena 


» 
Nw’ ‘ 


* eck Surgical Obfervations, Vol, 12 
sites 
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thefe circumftances as to be familiarly aCe 
quainted with them, it may be ufeful to men- 
tion a very common occurrence, which 
cannot have efcaped obfervation. I allude to 
the effects of the irritation of teething upon the 
health of children. The Brain is fometimes 
fo affected as to caufe convulfions ; the digeftive 
organs are almoft conftantly difordered. The 
appetite fails ; the tongue is furred; the fecre- 
tions of the liver are either fufpended, defi- 
cient, or vitiated. The bowels are either purged 
or cofiive, and the feces fetid. The fecal mat- 
ter is often mixed with mucous and other 
fecretions. There is alfo frequently a very 
troublefome cough. Such fymptoms gene- 
rally fubfide when the local irritation ceafes, 
but fometimes the diforder of the digeftive 

rgans, thus excited, continues and difturbs 
a “arian health of the patient. | 


1 local irritation be ‘Capable of difordering 
le bowels, we naturally conclude that it 
acts upon them through the medium of the 
brain. If alfo the brain and nervous fyftem 


fhould be difordered, without any apparent 
C Jocal 


i8 - ON DISORDERS 


Jocal difeafe, we might expect fimilar derange- 
ments in the functions of the digeftive or- 

gans. In cafes, where fome morbific poifon is 

abforbed, which produces effects fimilar to | 
thofe of fyphilis, we frequently find the gene- 

ral irritation of the conftitution accompanied 

alfo with that diforder of the bowels, which | 

now proceed more particularly to defcribe. 


This flighter diforder of the chylopoietic 
organs is, in general, manifefted by a dimi- 
nution of the appetite and digeftion, flatu- 
lence, and unnatural colour and _fetor of 
the excretions, which are generally deficient 
in quantity. The tongue is dry, whitith, or 
furred, particularly at the back part; this 
fymptom is moft apparent in the morning. 
As the difeafe advances, a tendernefs is fe 

when the epigaftric region is compreffed, wf 
the patient breathes more by the ribs, and lefs 
by the diaphragm than in the healthy ftate. ‘The 
urine is frequently turbid. I am inclined to” 
impute thefe fymptoms (for reafons which will 
be hereafter mentioned) to an irritable ftate of 
the chylopoietic organs, which is accompanied 


by 
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_by adeficiency or depravity of thofe fecretions, 
upon the healthy quality of which, the right 
performance of their functions depends. As all 
_ the fecretions poured into the alimentary canal 
are colourlefs, except the bile, in that alone 
can any defect or depravity be difcoyered by 
| mae ater 


Before I proteed, Imay be allowed to 
enter more fully into a confideration of 
the fymptoms which denote diforder of the 
digeftive organs; in order to induce fur- 
geons to pay that ftrict attention to them, 
which the importance of the fubje& fo 
well deferves. It would indeed be impof- 
fible for the reader to underftand, without 
‘fuch prefatory obfervations, my object in 
the treatment of the cafes which will pre- 
. fently be related, or the opinions which I have 
_ formed, relative to their mode of. cure. 


The changes which the food undergoes in — 
the digeftive organs of the more complicated 
animals are threefold; and diftinét organs are 
allotted to each of the three procefles.. Diget- 
‘Tn C2 tion 
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tion takes place\in the ftomach, chylification — 
in the {mall inteftines; and a third procefs, 
hitherto. undenominated, is performed in the 
large inteftines. It is probable that in fome 
eafes; one fet of organs may be more difordered 
than the others, and of courfe one of thefe 
proceffes may fail more than the reft. For 
inftance, the {ftomach may digeft the food in 
a healthy manner, although the inteftines do- 
‘not perform their fhare of the ee bacute 
ee ought to effect. 


Diforder of the ftomach is generally mani-_ 
fefted by the flate of the tongue. If there be 
no. fever to difturb the fecretions in general, 
the change which: is vifible in the tongue can be ~ | 

imputed to no other caufe than local difeafe, 
" or a participation in a diforder of the ftomach i 
or lungs. Local irritation or mental anxiety 
will caufe a white and dry tongue; but does 
not this effe& arife through the medium of an 
affection of the ftomach? For although the 
fecretions of the tongue mutt partake of the 
general difturbance which prevails in fever,” 
their efpecial diforder may be,. in that cafe 
| alfo, 


i 
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-alfo, not gael attributed to the ftate of 
the ftomach. 

_ The ftate of the Asie is, im general, an 
infallible critezion of a difordered condition 
of the ftomach; but it does not point out 
the kind and. degree of that diforder. In re- 
cent and confiderable affe@ions; where the 
appetite is loft, and the digeftive powers are 
greatly impaired, the appearances of the tongue 
are by no means {fo ftrikingly unhealthy as in 
more confirmed cafes, where neither the ap- 
petite nor digeftion appear materially deficient. 
It is probable that.a continuance of irritation in 
the ftomach may fo affect the tongue, as to 
render unnatural fecretions habitual to the 
part, and that thefe exift independently of the 
original caufe, or may be reproduced by trivial 
degrees of diforder. Nay, fometimes the cu- 
ticle of the tongue feems to have loft its tranf- 
parency, and to become permanently white, in. 
} eonfequence of continued irritation, 


_ After making the allowances, which fuch 
-circumftances require, we may in general be 
| enabled 
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enabled to dete@ a difordered ftate of the fto- 
mach by obfervations made on the tongue: 
and, as it is of confequence to afcertain fuch 
diforder at an early period, when the fymp- 
toms are probably flight, this organ fhould be 
obferved in the morning, when it will be 
found much furred, particularly at the part 
next ‘the throat. Its appearance may vary in 
different parts of the day from varieties in the 
ftate of the ftomach, depending on the excite- | 
ment which is derived from feod, or a ftate of 
irritation, arifing from too long fafting. The 
tongues of many perfons with diforder of the 
ftomach look moderately healthy during the 
day, though they have been fo much furred 
in the morning, that it has been deemed ne- . 
ig ar ry to ferape them, > r ‘ 


Ne difendeved ftate of fecrétion, either as to. 
quantity or quality, will be the natural effec of 
irritation of a fecreting organ. This is evidently 
the cafe with the tongue; and we may, with 
great probability, conjecture that the fame con- 
fequence alfo takes place in the {tomach. Since 
sig chet, of the: ftomach are the immediate 
. agents 
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| agents in digeftion, that procefs faite be dif. 
turbed in proportion as its fecretions are de- 
BcEn er vitiated, 


If undigefted matter pafs from the ftomach 
into the inteftines, it can {carcely be fuppofed 
that their powers are capable of converting it 
into chyle; and it may become irritating to 
thofe organs in confequence of the chemical 
changes, which it may then undergo. Animal 
_and vegetable matters experience confiderable 
chemical changes before they leave the fto- 
mach; and thefe changes are likely to increafe 
in proportion to the time during which they 
are detained, unlefs counteracted by the powers 
of the digeftive organs, powers which feem 
chiefly to refide in the fluids which are fecreted 
into them, | ‘ 

The extent of the power which the intef- 
tines poffefs of converting the fubftances con- 
tained in them into chyle, or of preventing | 
chemical changes, is unknown. It is probable 
that much unaffimilated matter is abforbed by 
the lacteals, when the digeftiye powers fail in 

their 
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we 


their functions. This is hater the cafe 
in diabetes, where the vegetable matter floats 
in the feram of the blood, rendering it turbid, 
and afterwards combines fo as to form fugar 
in its paflage through the kidnies. The ftrong 
odour, which various kinds of food impart to 
the urine, proyes alfo the indifcriminate man-~ 
ner, in which different fubftances are abforbed | 
from the inteftines. May not.a turbid and 
fetid ftate of the urine very frequently arife 
from a fimilar caufe; ziz. from the imperfed 
action of the digeftive organs, in confequence 
of which, unaflimilated matter is taken up — 
by the lacteals, and afterwards feparated from 
the blood, fo as to impart thefe qualities to the 
urine? It may be reafonably conje@ured that 
the fame powers, by which the kidney converts 
the old materials of our body into that pecu- 
liar modification of animal matter, which is 
_ diffolved in-the water of the urine, and which 
has been called by the French chemifts urée, 
may alfo enable it, in a healthy and vigorous 
ftate, to difpofe of much cts pad fub- 
ftance, in a fimilar way. The further, confi- 


deration of this fubje¢t would, howeyer, lead 
eae . to 


\ 
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to a difcuffion foreign to the purpofe of the 
prefent paper: it will be fufficient to remark 
at prefent, that the ftate of the urine may 
afford affliftance in afcertaining the exiftence 
of diforder of the digeftive organs, and in»in- 
dicating its nature. It has been already men- 
tioned, in the brief account of the fymptoms, 
that the urine is frequently turbid. It fhould, 
however, alfo be obferved, that the quality 
of the urine much depends on the ftate of 
the nervous fyftem. It is frequently, in the 
diforders of which I am {peaking, pale-co- 
_loured and copious, which is probably owing 
to a ftate of nervous irritation, fuch as exitts 
in hyfteria. It is not improbable that dif- 
orders of the digeftive organs, by caufing the 
_ frequent. fecretion of unnatural urine, may 
produce irritation, and fubfequent. difeafe of 
the kidneys, 

Modern phyfiologifts feem to agree in the — 
opinion that the fuccus gaftricus is the agent, 
by which digeftion is, effected; but they are 
not fo unanimous as to the immediate caufe of 
chylification. It is not improbable that the 
fuccus inteftinalis is a principal agent, although 

its 


\ 
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its qualities have not yet been enquired into $ 
for, indeed, the invettigation would be atten- 
ded with difficulties almoft infuperable. 


Since the bile and pancreatic liquor are 
poured into the inteftines at a fmall diftance | 
from the ftomach, it is natural to confider thefe 
fluids as ufeful in effecting the change, which 
the alimentary matter undergoes in the fmall _ 
inteftines, namely, its converfion into chyle. — 
‘The chyme, or aliment digefted by the fto- 1 
mach, being vifeid, the pancreatic juice has 
been confidered as an ufeful and neceHar ya 
aden: 


- The ufes of the bile have of late much en- — 
gaged the attention of phyfiologifts. Mr. Hun- — 
ter obferved that it did not feem to incorporate 
with the chyle; and it certainly cannot do fo, 
and retain its own nature, fince its colour 
and tafte are fo intenfe, that it would impart - 
thefe properties to the chyle, if mixed with it. 


‘in the finalleft quantity. The difficulty of con- 


ceiving that the two fluids can be agitated to- 


gether i the ere motion of the inte 


tines, 
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tines, without becoming incorporated, has led 

| to an opinion that the bile may combine with. 
the alimentary matter, and lofe its original 
properties; but nothing of this kind is afcer- 
tained. Fourcroy thinks that the alkali and 
faline ingredients of the bile may combine _ 
with the chyle, and render it more fluid, while 
the albumen and refin may combine with the 
excrementitious matter. It is, indéed, evident 
that the bile combines either totally or par- 
tially with fomething feparated from the chyle, 
and exifts formally in it, and in a ftate of 
health uniformly dyes it of its peculiar colour ; 
and therefore it has of late been fuppofed that 
the bile may ferve to purify the chyle, by 
precipitating and combining with its feculent 
parts *. 


It has been faid in the brief and general re- 
cital that has been given of the fymptoms, 


/ 


* In the enquiry into the probable ufes of the bile, it ought 
to be obferved, that in many perfons, in whom that fecretion is 
either for a confiderable time wholly {uppreffed, very deficient, 
or much depraved, it does not appear that the nutrition of the 
body is defective, : 


- 


which 
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which characterize diforder in the chylopoietie 

organs, that the {tools are of an unnatural co- 
lour and odour, Medical men entertain various 
opinions refpecting the colour of the faeces: to 

me this property feems generally to depend — 
on the kind and quantity of the bile. All the 
fecretions, which are poured into the alimen~ 
tary canal, except the bile, are colourlefs or 
white; if, therefore, this fluid were wanting, 
the refidue of the aliment would be of the 
colour, which might be expected to refult 
from fome of its undigefted parts combined 
together. When, for inftance, the fecretion 
of bile is {topped by the irritation of teething 
in children, whofe diet is chiefly bread and | 
milk, the feeces are white; when this fecretion 
is obftructed in adults, the ftools are pale like 
whitifh-brown paper. 


In cafes of difeafe, however, coloured: fe- 
cretions may take place from the bowels. I 
have known initances, in which a fluid like 
eoffee-grounds in colour and confiftence was — 
vomited ; and a fimilar matter, of darker co- 
lour and of an offenfive fmell, was difcharged 

in 


{ 
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_in great quantities per anum: and I have feen | 
_ green bile mixed with thefe difcharges. I have 
examined the bodies of perfons who died of 
fuch attacks, and have found the lining of the 
alimentary canal highly inflamed, and appa- 
rently tending to mortification throughout its 
whole extent, without there being any difeafe 
of the liver. I am, therefore, fully aware 
that the feces may be coloured by difeafed 
fecretions from the bowels themfelves; but, 
‘in my opinion, they very rarely derive their 
colour from this caufe. Further; an unhealthy 
colour of the fieces may be attributed to fome 
degeneracy in the quality of the alimentary 
matter; fuch as may be fuppofed to take place 
when the digeftive organs fail in the perform- 
ance of their offices, and different alimentary 
_fubftances are in confequence detained in 
the bowels, where they may pafs through 
chemical decompofitions and re-combinations. 
But, though I am inclined to allow the 
full operation of thefe caufes, the fol- 
lowing reafons lead me to believe that the 
colour of the feces generally depends on the 
kind and quantity of the’bile. In the natural 
ftate 
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{tate of the digeftive organs, when there is no 
peculiarity of diet, and no medicine is taken, 
the bile alone colours the refidue of \the food. 

The feces voided during a ftate of diforder 
of the digeftive organs are fometimes par- 
tially coloured; which circumf{tance cannot 
be well accounted for upon any other fuppo- 
fition than that of an irregular fecretion of the 
bile. Fluids fecreted from the inteftines do 
not ufually enter into combination with the — 
feecal matter, but appear diftin@ly when ex- 
creted. ‘Thus we find mucus and jelly dif- 
charged from the bowels, unmixed with the 
feeces. Medicines which affect the liver pro- 
duce a very fudden change in the colour of 
the feeces. Small dofes of mercury, without any | 
alteration of diet, fometimes change the ftools 
immediately from a blackifh to a light yellow 
colour, which indicates a healthy but defi- 
cient fecretion of bile. 


Healthy bile in the human fubje@ is ge- 
nerally of a deep yellow brown colour; the 
brown feems to be the refult of the yellow 
colour concentrated. It appears to me to 


be 
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be of the colour of wetted rhubarb; for, 
_ if a fimall portion of either of thefe fubftances 
| be put into a large quantity of water, they. 
will dye it of a bright yellow colour, which 
is actually the colour of thefe fubftances, yet 
it is fo concentrated in the mafs as to appear 
of a deep brown. Sometimes, indeed, we 
find green bile in the gall bladder, when the 
liver is not difeafed. I cannot, however, but 
think that the natural colour is a yellow, 
fo intenfe as to appear brown. Green bile is 
ufually poured out in circumftances, where 
there is evident diforder of the digeftive organs ; 
and we cannot well fuppofe that there are two 
kinds of healthy bile. The quantity. of this 
fluid fhould be fuch as completely to dye the 
excrement of its peculiar colour. By attend- : 


’ ing, therefore, to the colour of the feces, the 


kind and quantity of bile, which the liver 
excretes, may in general be afcertained. 

The colour of the alvine excretions in thefe 
difordered ftates of the vifcera is yarious. 
Sometimes they appear to confift of the refidue | 
| of the food, untinged. 1 in the leaft degree with 
bile. 
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bile. Sometimes they are of a light yellow _ 
colour, which denotes ‘a very deficient quantity 
of healthy biliary fecretion; they may alfo 
be of a deep olive, of a clay brown, and of 4 
blackith brown; all which fhew a vitiated 
ftate of the biliary fecretion. a 
Any kind of brown, which dilution will not 
convert into yellow, I fhould confider as un- 
healthy, fince the colour of healthy bile is 
a bright yellow, which by concentration nt 
pears brown. 


Such are the circumftances which I havé 
collected from my own obfervation, and the 
reports of others, relative to the alvine excre- 
tions, in the diforders which have been de~ 
feribed. . m 


I have dwelt thus particularly upon the 
fubject of the biliary fecretion, from a belief 
that its quantity and quality can, ‘in general, 
be afcertained by infpection, and will there- 
‘fore ferve to indicate the prefence of diforder. 
Whether the foregoing opinions be corré@ Ot 
so) | not 
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not, it will, I think, be generally granted that - 
the ftate of the excretions from the bowels 
commonly indicates the healthy or difordered 
fiate of thofe organs. 


The effects, which medicine or diet may 
have upon the colour of the feces, ought, 
however, to be confidered. When the food 
is coloured, and this colour is not altered 
by digeftion, it will,-of courfe, appear in the 
feeces; hence if it fhould be thought defirable 
to know accurately the ftate of the biliary fe- 
cretion, it would be right to reftrict patients 
to a diet that is not likely to colour the feces. 
The green colour of vegetables tinges the 
fzecal refidue of the food. Steel alfo is known 
to influence the colour of the feces. It 
fhould alfo be remarked that the expofure of the 
feces to air after their expulfion, will, in 
fome inftances, caufe a confiderable alteration 
in their colour. In our endeayours, there- 
fore, to afcertain whether the liver is perform- 
ing its office rightly, by obferving the colour 
of the faces, attention fhould be paid to the 
circumftances which haye been mentioned, 


D : deft 
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left we fhould be: Ceceived, in confequence of _ 


fuch inattention. 


I conclude this review of the opinions’en-. 
tertained refpecting chylification, by obferving ~ 
that: if the: fuccus inteftinalis be an’ agent in — 


this function, -diforder of the inteftines’ is_ 


likely to affect its fecretion, and thus impede 
this: fecond important part of the op of 
sspears ! bgt) 


; The refidue of the alimentary matter, mixed — 


with the bile, ‘pafles from the fall into the’ 
Jarge inteftines, and there undergoes a fudden’ 
change; it acquires a peculiar fetor, and be-_ 


comes. what).we denominate feces. ‘This — 


change is fo fudden; that it:cannot be aferibed 


to {pontaneous chemical alterations, (which. 
would be. gradual) but to fome ‘new cani- 
_mal agency. If the contents of the ‘fmall 
inteftines at their termination, and of the large’ 
at their’ commencement, be examined, they 


will be found totally different, even within a 
line of each other; the former being ‘with-’ 
out fetor, and the latter being in all refpects 

, i 


- 
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_ what is denominated feces. Though chemitts 
' then might {peak of the feculent matter of 
chyle as feces, yet phyfiologifts would rather 
apply that term to a change in the refidue of 
the food, which takes place in the large intef- 
tines, and which feems to be effected by the 
animal powers of thofe organs. The feces 
_ quickly fuffer chemical decompofition out of 
the body, although they often remain in the 
bowels, without undergoing the fame kind of 
change. Their chemical decompofition is at- 
tended with the fudden formation of am- 
-monia; yét if they be examined when recent, 
_ they are found to contain acids which ammonia 

-would neutralize. The inference, therefore, 
naturally arifes, that this third procefs, amongtft 
other purpofes, may be defigned fo to-modify 
_ the refidue of the alimentary matter, as to pre- 
vent it from undergoing thofe various chemical 
changes, which might be ftimulating to the con- 
taining organs, as well as injurious to the 


4 sipino health. 


ee irn'a pérfedily healthy fate. of the digettive | 
organs, probably no ‘chemical’ ‘decompofition, 
D2 even 
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even of the feces, takes place; yet fuch 
changes happen, in fome degree, without ap- 
parently producing any injurious confequences, 
To chemical changes we may probably attri- 
bute the extrication of inflammable air, and ° 
the various and unnatural odour of the fecal — 
matter, which is obferyable in diordered ftates 
of the digeftive vilcera, 7 


The means by which this modification of | 
the refidue of the food, which takes place in 
the large inteftines, is effected, are but little 
known. Analogy leads us to refer it to the - 
- éffe&s of a fecretion from the lining of thofe 
inteftines in which it takes place. Now if this 
fecretion deyiates from the healthy ftandard, 
in confequence of an irritated or difordered 
fiate of thofe organs, we may reafonably ex- 
pect a correfpqnding derangement of the 
procefs, by which the refidne of the foods i 
gonverted into faeces, r 

Having taken this general view of the funez 
tions of the chylopoietic vifcera, in order to — 
facilitate Re forming a judgment relative tg 

thote 


« 
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_thofe circumftances which indicate their des 
-tangement, I return to fpeak more fully of that 
affeGtion of them, which I have defcribed, as 
arifing in furgicat cafes from the irritation, 
which local difeafe or morbific poifons pro-~ 
duce upon the fenforium. This fabjec, it: 
muft be acknowledged, is very important, if 
it can be fhewn that diforders of the digeftive 
organs are the caufe of a great number of 
other difeafes. The enquiry would then not 
only lead us to difcover the fource of many 
_ difturbances of the general health, which ori- 
ginate ‘in thofe of the digeftive organs (for 
_ patients have no fufpicion of any diforder ex- 
_ifting in them), but would alfo lead to the 
prevention of many fecondary difeafes of a 
 qnore vexatious and fometimes of a more fatal 
nature, than thofe from which they originated. 
If the tongue be furred at its back part in the 
morning, when there is no fever, and when the 
_ patient has taken no ftimulating or indigeftible 
_ food the preceding night, it is reafonable to 
infer in general that the ftate of the tongue is 
owing to its participating in the irritation of 
the ftomach. Such participation produces an | 
; alteration 


bt 
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alteration in the fecretions of the tongue; they 
are either deficient in quantity, or vitiated in 
quality ; and it is not unreafonable to fuppofe — 
that the fecretions of the ftomach deviate in. 

like manner from their healthy ftate. A ftate 

of irritation in any fecreting furface is, indeed, | 
likely to be attended with the fame confe- 
quences, It is, therefore, fair to infer that, — 
when a general diforder of the digeftive or- 
gans takes place, thofe fluids, which produce | 
the changes which the food undergoes in them, - 
are deficient or depraved, and confequently 
that digeftion andthe fubfequent  procefles 

muft be but imperfectly performed. _ The liver — 
is likely to participate in the diforder, and the 
biliary fecretion is either diminifhed or vi- 
tiated. ‘This cireumftance. admits of ocular 
demonftration ; and I have, therefore, confi- 
dered it as an evidence of a more or lefs ge- 
neral diforder of the digeftive organs. A very 

reafonable obje@ion may, however, be made 
to confidering the diforder of the fun@ions of 
the liver as a criterion of thofe of the ftomach 
and inteftines; fince the liver is independent 
of the latter organs, and may be, as. will pre- 


fently | 
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fently be mentioned, the fubjec of a diforder 
_ confined to itfelf. In fome cates, alfo, diforder 
of the alimentary canal may take place, without 
- difturbing the functions of the liver. Still, ‘in 
general, diforders of the ftomach and bowels 
affect the functions of the liver; and the ftate 
of the biliary fecretion affords a very ufeful evi- 
_ dence of.a more or lefs general diforder of the 
chylopoietic vifcera,and fhould excite our atten- 
tion to inveftigate its kind and degree. ‘This. 
_ diforder, which has been defcribed, mutt alfo, 
1 think, be confidered as connected with a 
ftate of weaknefs of the affected organs. 


» (It is faid, in’ the recital of the fymptoms 
denoting diforder in the digettive organs, that 
the faces are geérierally deficient in quantity. 
This circumftance may be accounted for in 
‘various ways. It may be fuppofed that the 
bile being: deficient in quantity, or of an un- 
healthy quality, may not precipitate the ufual 
_ proportion of feeculent matter from the chyle. 
Perfons whofe bowels are’ lax, and do not, 
appear to be deficient in their adion of car> 
_ rying downwards the feeculent matter, yoid it 
ben ij | : daily 
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daily in deficient quantities. It may be fup- 
pofed too that, either from the deficiency of bile, 
and confequent want of excitement, or from 
the effects of diforder, a torpid ftate of the 
bowels may exift, which caufes them to carry 
downwards the feeculent matter in {mall quan- 
tities. The circumftance may caufe a greater 
abforption of the feces than what is natural, — 
or an accumulation of them in the colon *. 


That the digeftive organs in general are 
affected, in the cafes alluded to, is moft evident ; — 
but I am aware that many varieties of diforder 
may be included in the general defcription of 
the fymptoms, which I have given. Future 
obfervations may lead to further diftinctions ; 

_ but I fee no impropriety at prefent in {peaking 
of the difordered ftate as general; fince no 
material diforder can take place in one of the 
digeftive organs, without difturbing the func-' 
tions of the others. When digeftion is im- 
_-eperfe@ly executed, the functions of the intef- 
" * The cafes related by Doétor Hamilton appear to thew that 


fach accumulation fometimes takes place. See his Treatife on 


the Effe&s of-purgative Medicines. , 
ie tinal 
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tinal canal will foon participate in the diforder 
of the ftomach. Under thefe circumflances, 
the fecretion of bile will alfo probably become — 
irregular. Should difeafe commence in the 
large inteftines, as about the rectum, it difturbs 
the fun@ions of the ftomach, and fecretion of 
the liver, and bécomes augmented in its turn 
by its fympathy with thefe parts. Should the 
liver be difordered in the firft inftance, the fto- 
- machand bowels may not immediately fympa~+ 
thize, although ae will nsboeinae foon become 
affected. 


I feel further warranted in confidering the 
fymptoms, which have been recited in the for- 


mer part of this paper, as arifing from a ge- 7 


neral difturbance of the functions of the di- 
geftive organs, from contemplating the effeds 
~ of blows on different parts of the belly, which 
_ donot feem to have injured the {tructure of any 
_ fingle abdominal vifcus, but which yet produce 
_ effeéts denoting a general diforder of the 
- whole of thefe organs. The fymptoms have — 
varied in feverity in proportion to the-violence 
of the blow which had been received. In the 
) cafes 
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cafes which were the confequence of the more 
forcible injuries: the. fymptoms were, a furred 
tongue; great vomiting, fo that the ftomach 
could retain no food; difficulty of affecting 
the bowels by medicine; great fever; and 
even delirium: Indeed, all thofe effects were 
produced, which I have reprefented as arifing 
from vehement local irritation of remote parts 
of the body. The diforder has generally ter- 
minated by a profufe difcharge of black and 
fetid ftools, after which the patient has per- 
fectly recovered, On thecontrary, where the 
fymptoms confequent on the blow have been — 
lefs violent, fo as not to claim fuch ftri@ 
attention, the diforder has continued. Perfons 
who had. been previoufly in perfect health, 
have become hypochondriacal, and haye ‘had — 
all thofe fymptoms of diforder of the digeftive 
organs, which have been already enumerated 
as arifing from a lefs degree of local irritation, 
with fuch confequent difeafes as originate 
from fuch diforder, and which will be men- 
tioned in the Lak paeaeiny Part of this papery H 


In order to enquire more ‘ertioukiile into 
the nature of this diforder of the. digeftive 
organs, 
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organs, I have examined the bodies of a con- 
fiderable number of perfons who have died of 
_ cancer, lumbar abfcefles, and other great local 
 difeafes. Iknew that thefe patients had their di- 
' geftive organs difordered in the manner,.that I 
have defcribed, and that in many of them the 
fecretion of bile had been fupprefled for’a 
_ great length of time, and, when it was re- 
 -newed, that it was very deficient’ in quantity, 
and faulty in quality: yet, on diflection, no 
alteration was difcovered in the ftructure of 
: the chylopoietic vifcera, which could be de- 
cidedly pronounced to. be the effect of difeafe. 
It naturally excites furprife, that fuch a ftate 
_ of irritation, and imperfect performance of the 
natural functions of thefe parts fhould exift 
for fo long a time, as in many cafes it is 
_ known to do, without producing organic dif- 
 eafe; ftill I believe it may ‘be fet down as‘an 
axiom, and which has been verified by every 
obfervation which I have made, that a ftate of 
irritation naturally leads to thofe difeafed ac- 
tions, which produce an alteration of ftructure 
_ in the irritated parts. ; 
However, 
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‘However, where the difordered ftate of the 
bowels had been of longer duration, I have 
found the villous coat of the inteftines fwoln, 
pulpy, turgid with blood, and apparently 
inflamed, and fometimes ulcerated; and thefe 
appearances have been moft manifeft in the 
large inteftines. Having obferved repeatedly 
in diffections of thefe cafes, that the large 
inteftines were more difeafed than the fmall 
ones, it occurred to me, that the fact might 
“be accounted for in the following manner: If 
digeftion is incomplete, the undigefted food 
muft be lable to chemical changes, and the 
_ products refulting from this cireumftance, are 
likely to be moft ftimulating to the large in- 
teftines. Indeed, in advanced ftages of this — 
_ diforder, mucus and jelly tinged with blood — 
_ are difcharged, ahd it feems probable that a 
kind of chronic dyfentery may be induced. 


In fome inftances, where the diforder had 
exifted for many years, the bowels have been 
difeafed throughout their fubftance; the in- 
ternal coat being ulcerated, and the peritoneal 

cover.ng 
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_ covering inflamed, fo that the convolutions of 
the inteftines were agglutinated to each other, 
Here the liver alfo was much difeafed, being 
_tuberculated in every part. Such is the refult 


of the information which lL dn obtained by , 


‘diffeGion, 


{ have reprefented this difturbed ftate of 
the chylopoietic organs in furgical cafes, as 
excited frequently by diforder of the fen- 
_forium, produced by great local difeafe, or 
from a fimilar diforder, occafioned by the 
abforption of morbific matter. The fame 
affection, characterized by the fame fymptoms, 
occurs yery frequently as an idiopathic com- 
plaint. The caufes which have appeared to 
produce it, in the cafes which have fallen 
under my notice, are improprieties of diet, 
a fedentary life, impure air, anxiety, and too 
great exertion of the mind or body. It is 
indeed no wonder, that the continual irritation 
of our unnatural diet, thould, by degrees, 
roduce fuch diforder of the digeftive organs as 

i have defcribed. _ 
‘Whatever 


~ 
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» Whatever may be the origin of this difeafe; 
whether it*occur as a confequence of nervous — 
diforder, or aflume an idiopathic form, it 
uniformly difturbs the nervous fyftem, when 
once. eftablifhed. When it is fympathetic, 
the effe& becomes a caufe, and maintains that : 
diforder of the nerves, by which ‘it was ori- 
een a | OTS an : 


nh the Shite enumeration ie the! Gitinvia 
decandsnied circumi{tances have been omitted 
which occur occafionally,, and which may, 
when the fubje& is better underftood, denote — 
peculiarities in the difeafe, and correfponding | 
peculiarities in the medical ‘treatment, which 
is required for its cure. I fhall here notice 
a few of thefe. »The appetite is fometimes 
moderately good, when‘the digeftion is imper-_ 
fect; and” the latter may not be deficient, £ 
although the difeafe may ftill exift. In fome ins — 
{tances indeed, the appetite is inordinate. 'Ten- _ 
dernefs of the epigaftric region on preflure, is” 
not always an attendant, even on advanced 
ftages of the difeafe. The bowels are altér-_ 
nately 


e 
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nately coftive, or lax even to purging*. The 
urine is fometimes, pale-coloured and copious 
like that of siding patients: 


A diforder in the, fundions» of eer ftomach 
and bowels, fimilar to that which has been 
here defcribed, may. exift without the func- 
tions of the liver being difordered ; and again, 
the fecretion of bile may be interrupted, with-. 
out thedigeftive procefles being materially im- 
peded. Such circumftances may happen occa- 
fionally, but they are not ordinary occurrences, 
and fhould be confidered as exceptions to gene- 
val. rules, which do not militate againft their 
common operation | 


.. Accurate-attention to the fubjec, efpecially 
in medical cafes, may lead to important fubdi- 
- vifions,, which | have not yet been able to 
make. But when I find that irritation of the 


* I have known perfons whofe bowels were ordinarily coftive, 
and whofe general health was much deranged by diforder of the 
digeftive organs, though they were unconfcious of its exiftence, 
_ feel pleafed. that their bowels were in a-comfortably lax ftate ; 
_ yet on obferving the ftools, they refembled pitch in colour and 
‘appearance, 


nervous 
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nervous fyftem, however it may originate,. 
deranges the chylopoietic organs, and affects 
the ftomach, bowels, and liver, apparently at 
the fame time, I think it fair to infer, that — 
thefe. organs are equally operated on by the — 
fame caufe. Diforder of the brain may affeé 
the chylopoietic organs; and it is well known- 
that this influence is reciprocal. The ftomach 
is faid to be chiefly concerned in producing 
thefe effects; but the caufes of the fympathetic 
affection are probably more general. A fit of 
paffion has produced jaundice; and the irri-— 
~ tation of teething “in children frequently fuf- 
pends the fecretion of bile; fo that the ftools 
are not in the leaft degree tinged with that 
fluid. If the head can thus affect the liver, it 
is rcafonable to infer, that the liver may reci- 
procally affecét the head. It is very difficult to 
form an opinion relative to this fubjec; for, — 
in the inftances which have been mentioned, 
the affection of the liver may take place, only 
becaufe it forms a part of the digeftive organs, 
and not from a direct fympathy exifting be- 
tween it and the head. Still, however, I do — 
not think it unreafonable toconclude that irrita- 
tion 
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tion of thé other chylopoietic organs may, as 
well as that of the ftomach, diforder the fource 
of fenfation. 


» In the preceding pages, I have related fads 
which féem to warrant certain conclufions, 
that I thall prefently mention. As the narra- 
tive has been broken into many parts, I think 
it right to point out the inferences, which may 
‘be fairly drawn from the facts already ftated, 
before I proceed to the further difeuffion of the 
dubjects 


, Sudden and violent local irritation will 
a an equally fudden and vaiaoreces: 
affection of the digeitive organs. 


: 2, A fighter degree of continued local irri- 
tation will produce a lefs violent affection’; 
the ordinary fymptoms of which are re 

“cited in page 18, Sil au 


8, , This affection | is a diforder in the peiixs 
ia not a difeafé in the ftructure of the af- 
fected: organs; although it may, when long 
psc! E continued, 
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continued, induce evident -difeafed) appear- 
ances, both which circumftances are proved 
by diflections. + “yall 


» 4, A-fimilar diforder of the digeftive organs 
occurs without, local. irritation, and exifts as 
an, idiopathic difeate; in which ‘eafe, it is 
characterized by the fame fymptoms. 


| 8, There are fome varieties in the fymptoms 
of this diforder,»both when it is fympathetic 
and idiopathic. Thefe are enumerated in 
page 40. 


_.6,. The diforder! probably confifts inan af- 
fection of all the digeftive organs 4n general, 
though in particular cafes, it may be more 
manifett in tome oh thofe orga oat in 
ote ; | tad 
1 BEATEN eR ot TeHibt1o BHF 

¥, "That diforder of the digeftive organs. Te 
quently affects the nervous fyftem ; producing 
irritability, and various confequent afféctions. 
Lhis.s ‘proved by. the ‘effects of | blows on the 
sinh »anperfoas previoully healthy 5) and’ the 
fame 
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fame confequences are often obferved from 
whatever caufe the diforder originates. At the 
fame time weaknefs muft be produced from 
imperfect digeftion ; and from the combination 
of thefe caufes, viz. weaknefs and irritation, I 
deduce the origin of many local difeafes, and 
the ageravation of all, as will be feen i in the 
relation oF the cafes. 


Nothing in pathology is more generally 
- admitted, than the reciprocal operation of dif 
‘erders of the head ‘and of the digeftive ‘or- 
gans; yet the exceptions to this general rule de- 
ferve to be remarked ina comprehenfive exami- 
nation of’ the ‘fabject.' Some: perfons’ have 

great diforder of the digeftive organs, without 
any apparent affection of the nervous fyftem’; 

and even’ difeafes of a ‘fatal nature ‘may take 
place i in the former organs, without affecting 
the latter. Indeed, if we examine any of the 
moft evidently fympathetic affections, “we 


_ fhall find the fame ‘exceptions: “An inguinal 


gland, or the teftis,’ frequently inflames from 
4rtitation in the urethra; “yet “great difeate 
“eccurs occafionally in’ that ‘canal, ‘without 


f roy = bi 
Bie producing 
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producing thefe apparently fympathetic con- 
- fequences. 


_ We can never be certain that the ftomach 
and bowels are the only organs. difordered, 
nor even that they were primarily affected. 
General nervous irritation may have preceded 
the diforder, or may have been caufed by it. 
The hiftory will generally fhew, that the 
derangement of the digeftive organs is fe- 
condary. It arifes from local irritation, and 
can be produced only through the medium of 
the fenforium. When it is idiopathic, it fre- 
quently originates in caufes which affect the 
nervous fyftem primarily; fuch as anxiety, 
too great exertion of mind or body, and im- 
pure air. Sedentary habits and irregularities 
of diet are caufes which probably act locally 
on the organs themfelves. Nervous irrita- 
bility and weaknefs are not perhaps fufcep- 
tible of a direct cure by medicine; but the 
diforders of the digeftive organs are more 
corrigible by medical remedies. In practice, 
thefe require our chief attention; andif the 
diforders be correéted, all nervous urita- 

tion 
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tion frequently ceafes, and health is reftored. | 
in many inftances the nervous irritation, which 
has induced the difeafe, is trivial, and would 
foon ceafe, were it not kept up by the re-ac- 
tion of its fecondary fymptoms, | 


‘Whether this diforder of the digeftive or- 
gans be primary or fecondary, it produces irri- 
tation in the brain ; and thus may caufe in many 
inftances actual difeafe of that organ, as will 
be ftated in the conclufion of this paper. But 
derangement of the digeftive organs arifes, in 
many cafes, from eftablifhed nervous difor- 
der; indeed there is often reafon to fuppofe 
that it is dependent on, or connected with, 
actual difeafe of the brain. In fuch cafes, 
the correétion of the difordered functions 
cannot be accomplifhed; and even if it were 
practicable, it would not cure the difeafe, it 
is however highly neceflary and advantageous 
to attend to the diforder of the digeftive organs, 
where it is only a fymptom of nervous dif- 
eafe. The relief of the former will often 
mitigate, though it cannot eure the latter. 

3 I thal, 
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I fhall, in the next place, reprefent the 
general circumitances, | relative to the health — 
of thofe perfons who have local difeafes, appa< 
rently caufed or maintained by diforder of the 
whole fyftem. They: generally declare that 
they are in good health, except that they feel 
difturbed. by their local complaints; yet they 
are found, on enquiry, to have all thofe fymp- 
toms, which’ characterize a difordered ftate 
of the digeftive organs. The mind. is alfo 
frequently irritable and defpondent ; anxiety 
and languor are expreffed in the countenance, 
The pulfe is frequent or feeble, and {flight 
exercife produces confiderable perfpiration 
and fatigue. Thefe patients are’ fometimes 
reftlefs at night, but when they fleep foundly 
they awaken unrefrefhed, with laflitude, and 
fometimes a fenfation, as if they were incapa- 
ble of moving, Slight noifes. generally caufe 
them to ftart, and. they are, to ufe their own 
expreflion, very nervous, Thefe circum- 
ftances feem to me to indicate weaknefs and 
irmtability of the nervous and mufcular fyf- 
tems; which, in addition to the diforder of 
ro | the 
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the digeftive organs, that -has been de+ 
{eribed, are the chief circumftances ob- 
fervable relative to the general health of 
thofe patients, whofe cafes are related im 
the following part of this paper. By correct- 
ing the obvious errors in the ftate of the 
digeftive organs, the local difeafe, which had 
baffled alleattempts at cure by local means, 
has {peedily got well, and the patient has ac-' 
knowledged that fuch an alteration has taken 
place in his general tcaal hy as excites his’ 
aftonihment, 


‘The connexion of local difeafe with general 
_ diforder has been often remarked; it has beer 
formerly attributed toimpurity of the fluids; a 
theory which is not irrational. Imperfect di-. 
_ geftion muft influence the qualities of the blood, 
and all parts of the body may be affected from 
this fource.. But tle modern explanation of 
thefe phenomena, by means of fympathies, 
is probably preferable. Afflicting intelligence 
will deftroy the appetite and-produce a white 
tongue in a healthy perfon; and a blow on 
the. eon diforders the head, ‘Thefe pha-. 
| nomena 
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nomena take place independently of the bload) 
and can only be explained by admitting that 
difturbance af one organ immediately affects 
another, 


_« The writings of the ancients abound with 
-pafiages, in which difeafes are attributed to 
affections of the abdominal vifcera, and the 
fame fact has been noticed by feveral of the 
moderns. The French furgeons appear to 
be very {folicitous to keep the bowels in a 
cool and tranquil ftate; and Deffault afcribes 
the origin of eryfipelas to a bilious canfe. The 
German furgeons, Richter and Schmucker, 
attribute many local difeafes to gaftric affec- 
tions; and in Italy, Scarpa views the fubject 
in the fame light. The Englith practition- 
ers feem to have been lefs attentive to this 
clafs. of diforders; infomuch that Fifcher, a 
German, who publifhed an account of the 
fiate of medicine in this country, expreffes 
his furprife that the Englith fhould be fo 
little acquainted with gaftric difeafes. Iknow 
not exactly what ideas thefe gentlemen may 
annex to the terms gaftric and bilious difor~ 
: ders, 
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ders, fince they do not particularly defcribe’ 
them. I have reprefented the fubje@ in the 
foregoing pages, as it has appeared to me on 
the moft attentive examination, There are 
circumftances which denote irritation of the 
digeftive organs to exift, and deficiency or de- 

pravity of their fecretions; and the diforder 
- exifts in every gradation, between the flighteft 
and moft violent affection, without ws shit | 
difference 1 in its nature, 


The refult of all the ‘obfervations, which 
[I have been able to make, relative to this 
fubject, has induced me to believe that the dif- 
order of the digeftive organs, caufed by the 
various circumitances, which have been re- 
cited, confifts in a weaknefs and irritability | 
of the affected ‘parts, accompanied by a defi-: 
ciency’ or depravity of the fluids fecreted 
_ by: 'them, and upon. the healthy qualities 
gf which, the right performance of their 
functions feems to depend. The opinion that 
the difordered {tate of the digeftive organs, 
which has been defcribed, confifts ina weak 
and irritable flate of them, attended by 

a 
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a deficiency or vitiated, ftate of their fecre+ 
tions, 1s deduced immediately from the eon+ 
fideration of- the fymptoms, and confirmed; 
by all the collateral evidence, which we can. 
colle&. . The duration of the affection; with-.. 
out fatal confequences, thews that it is a dif+ 
order of. functions, and not a difeafe of ftruc- 
ture. Diflections confirm theopinion., Blows, 
which excite general irritation of the digeftive 
organs, produce alfo the fymptoms. which 
characterize the like diforder, when it arifes 
from nervous irritation, or is excited by in- 
_ temperance. I doubt not but every one will, 
on reflection, confider the diforders of the dix 
geltive organs to be of the firft importanees and 
will perceive the propriety, of - diligently .en~ 
quiring into their nature that we may knew. 
them when. they exift,.and | that) our) jate 
tempts to remedy them. may be conducted — 
on rational principles. This’ confideration’ 
will, I truft, vindicate me insémploying fo 
much time in an inveftigation whieh; pers 
haps, tone! may confider as tedious and un 
 alaaag 09 .bedmdieb stood - eed eckgidar 
vd pehy Pes bene Sat irra bite 


¢ 


OF THE DIGESTIVE ORGANS, &c. 59 


It is generally admitted, that diforders of 
the chylopoietic vifcera will affect the fource 


of fenfation, and confequently the whole 


body; but the variety of difeafes which may 
refult from this caufe, has not been duly 
weighed and reflecled on. 4 
It may produce in the nervous fyftem an 
abolition of the functions of the brain; or 
a ftate of excitation, caufing delirium, .par-— 
tial. nervous inactivity and infenfibility, or 
the oppofite ftate of irritation and pain. It 
may produce in the mufcular fyftem, weak-. 
nefs, tremors, and palfy; or the contrary 
affections of {pafm and convulfions. It may. 
excite fever by difturbing the actions of the 


fanguiferous fyftem, and caufe various local 


difeafes by the nervous irritation, which it 


_ produces; and by the weaknefs, which is confe- 


quent on nervous diforder or imperfect chyli- 


fication. . Or if lecal difeafes occur in a con 


fiitution deranged in the manner which.I have 


defcribed, they will become peculiarin their 


nature and progrefs, and difficult of cure. Af- 


_ fections of all thofe parts which have a con- 


as a 


tinuity 
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tinuity of furface with the flomach; as the 
throat, mouth, lips, fkin, eyes, nofe, and ears, 
may be originally caufed or aggravated by 
this complaint. I muft obferve, before I pro- 
ceed to the relation of cafes, that fuch a diforder 
of the digeftive organs as I have defcribed 
exifted in every inftance, I do not take upon 
myfelf to fay that it was the primary caufe 
of the general derangement of the conftitus 
fion, with which the local difeafe appeared to 
‘be connected; it might have been the confe- 
quence, as indeed has been ftated in thefe 
preliminary obteryations, ) 


I fhall now proceed to mention the plan 
which { have purfued in the treatment of 
thefe diforders, when they have been con- 
nected with furgical difeafes; and the fol- 
lowing cafes. will demonttrate with what 
degree of fuccefs. Ido not feel altogether 
competent to give full dire@tions, relative to 
this fubje@; becaufe [I have never attended 
to medical cafes with that degree of ob- 
fervation which would lead me properly 

my 
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to appreciate the efficacy of different me-_ 
dicines,, when adminiftered either in their 
fimple er compounded forms. The fub- 
ject is fo important, that the public would 
_be ‘highly indebted to any practitioner, who 
would point out the varieties of thefe difeafes, 
and the appropriate modes of cure. The 
method of treatment which I have adopted 
is fimple, and founded,on the opinions I have 
formed, of the nature of the difeate, and phyfio- 
logical views of the functions of the affected 
organs. Believing the difordered: parts to be 
ina ftate of weaknefs and of irritability, my 
object has been, to diminith the \former. and 
allay the latter. Believing alfo that the fecre- 
tions into the ftomach and bowels, upon the 
healthy ftate of which, the due performance 
of their functions depends, were, in confe- 
| quence of fuch diforder, either deficient in 
quantity or depraved. in quality; I have en- 
.deavoured to excite, by means! of medicine, 
a more copious and healthy fecretion. 


In conformity to thefe views of the fubject, 
athe patients have been recommended to be 
particularly 


particularly attentive to their dict... The food 
fhould sbe: nutritious, and eafy of digeftion: 
firong plain broths, animal food of loofe tex- 
ture, milk, eggs, and’ farinaceous: vegetables, 
are the articles which appear :moft advifeablei 
But, as) cuftom and inclination have fo great 
an effect. in regulating the adtions of the fto- 
mach, 1 -have contented mydelf with ‘recom- 
mending patients not to eat any thing, which 
it was probable that they could not! digett. 
It feems reafonable to fuppofe that, if the food 
be properly digefted, it will not irritate the 
inteftinal canal; but that:, if digeftion fails, the 
animal and vegetable matters willoundergo 
chemical changes \in their paflage through the 
long tract of inteftines, and thereby) maintain 
- @ftate. of irritation in thofe organs. “I have 
urged patients not to op prefs the powers ‘of 
the ftomach ‘by too great a quantity of food, 
_ mor to take afecond meal, until time has' been 
allowed for the digeftion oif the firft. IT have 
alfo cautioned them not ty let the ftomach 
become irritable by too loig abftinence. I 
Have orderéd five grains of pyawdered rhubarb 
an peur before dinner, with a view of inviting 
a8 fecretions 
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_ fecretions into the ftomach, ‘and of ‘preparing 
at forthe office of ‘digeftion. ' This gentle ex-. 
€itdtion perhaps “induces it to expel any'refi- 
due of alimentary matter, and creates a kind 
-ofvartificial appetite ; fo that perfons habitually 
fubje@ ito ‘indigeftion: experience very confi- 
erable» benefit from the: practice. Where 
rhubarb. has aie racagnasin has: been 
fubftituted: | | virggs 
The funétion of digeftion will not, however, 
go on well; even where thefe cireumftances 
shave been attended to, if the ffomach be de- 
prived of a ftimulus to which it has been lone 
accuftomed. Uneafy fenfations will be expe- 
wienced, denoting, if I may fo exprefs ita 
difcontented: ftate of ‘this organ, and a wart 
sof the expected ftimulus. It is on this: ac- 
‘count injurious to reftrain thofe patients fromm 
the ufe of wine who have been in the Habit 
wf taking it. A’ moderate quantity may be 
-allowed»after: dinner; but frong: fermerited — 
liquors mutt be injurious at any other period. 
‘itis wrong to ftimulate the ftoiiaeh when it 
omen tafkitte perform. .!o0).y Blond to aio 
z A caput 
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A regular diurnal evactiation of the bowels 
is particularly neeeflary, fince the detention 
of the feces. muft prove irritating to thefe 
organs. Purging medicines fometimes relieve 
-unpleafant fenfations; but they do’ not in-ge- 
neral produce even. this: effect; and all aétive 
‘purges feem to me. to increafe thé diforder. 
At is natural to fuppofé that ftrong ftiniuli will 
agoravate the unhealthy condition of \weak — 
and irritable parts. | | 


It is difficult, in many cafes, .to correct the 
difeafe by diet or medicine. ‘The bowels are 
coftive for a time, and: then fits of purging 
come on. The former ftate muft be obviated, 
in order to prevent ‘the latter. Medicines 
which excite a healthy action of the bowels 
in one ‘perfon, are either inert or too active in 
another. Dofes which would have no’effect 
in a {tate of health, become purgative in this 
diforder ; a circumftance which fhews that the 
‘bowels are irritable. There are fome rare in- 
ftances of the,contrary, in which it is exceed- 
- ingly difficult to excite the actions and fecre- 
tions of thefe vifcera. In fome cafes a:diet of 

a 


iy 
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amore vegetable and lefs ftimulating nature, 
' with faline aperients, do good: In ‘others, 
"ad more generous diet, and’ aperients' ‘of a! 


warmer kind are beneficial. The object which’ 
T have had in view, in all cafés, is to excite 


_ the periftaltic action of the bowels, without 


purging; fo as to infure the expulfion of what-’ 
ever ought to be difcharged. 


In giving purgative -medicines I have’ en+ 
deavoured to combine them, fo as to excite 


and ftrengthen at the fame time. Rhubarb, 


ia ‘ 


ES i 


he a lee 


columbo, and kali vitriolat. have been given’ 
together; or an infufion of gentian with! 
{enna or tin€ture of rhubarb. When the infu- 


fion of gentian with fenna has been given, it’ 


has been prefcribed, in the fubfequent cafes, 


according to the following formula : 


‘RK. Infus. gentian. comp, 3 ji 
Infus. fenne, rae 
‘Tin@. cardamom. comp. 3}: 
‘Fiat hauftus, bis quotidié, vel pro’ re ‘nata, 
-famendus. 


F hs it 
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It is fometimes neceflary to increafe the 
quantity of infufion of fenna. I have found 
in fome cafes, that the purgative medicines 
and {pices diffolved in {pirit and water, have 
anfwered better than any thing elfe, in pro- 
ducing a fufficient, but not too copious dif- 
charge from the bowels. Equal parts of com- 
pound tincture of rhubarb and fenna is the 
formula to which I allude. When irrita- 
tion in the large inteftines has been denoted 
by the mixture of mucus and jelly with the 
feeces, and fudden and urgent calls to void. 
them, I have advifed oily and mucilaginous 
medicines as aperients; as caftor oil, mixed 
with a large proportion of mucilage. My 
fole object, however, has been to regulate 
the ftate of the bowels; and when they have 
been regular without medicine, I have rarely 
recommended any. 


At the fame time, I have not been inat- | 
tentive to the error in the biliary fecretion, — 
which exifts in the greater number of thefe — 
cafes. I have endeavoured to corre& this — 


error by the adminiftration of fuch {mall dotes 
of 
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of mercury, as do not irritate the bowels, and 
are not likely to affect the conttitution, even 
though perfevered in for a confiderable time. - 
In this ftate of the digeftive organs, calomel, 
in {mall quantities, fometimes proves irri- 
tating. I have combined it as in Plummer’s 
pill, and have given one grain every other 
night. Where this dofe produced uneafy — 
fenfations, or acted as an aperient, five grains 
of the pil. hydrarg. were fubftituted in its 
place; and even this quantity has been dimi-- 
nifhed in fome cafes. When it appeared 
neceflary, on account of the biliary fecretion, 
and when the calomel did not irritate the 
bowels, I have increafed the dofe. The re- 
lief, which arifes from the increafe or cor-. 
‘rection of the biliary fecretion, in the majority 
of thefe cafes, fhews how much the liver is 
concerned in caufing or aggravating the fymp- 
toms in thefe difeafes. 


There are numerous and undoubted proofs 
of the utility of mercury, in correcting and 
augmenting the biliary fecretion; but the 
Mode of adminiftering it has not, perhaps, 
L: F 2 been 
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been fufficiently attended to. I have known 
patients, who have voided nothing but blackith 
ftools for fome months, difcharge feces of 
a light yellow colour, denoting a healthy, 
but deficient fecretion’ of bile upon taking 
_ fuch fmall dofes of mercury. ‘The effect of this 

change on the conftitution and fpirits, has 
been furprifingly great; though the ftate of 

the ftomach. did not: appear to be altered. ~ 
The ufe of mercury by inunction, fometimes 
acts beneficially, im correcting the biliary 

fecretion ; but, if the conftitution be irritated, 

and weakened by that medicine, the. actions 

‘of the liver are ditturbed ; and the digeftive _ 
organs in general, become deranged. | Mer- | 
cury in my opinion, aéts moft certainly, and | 
efficacioufly, when taken into the bowels; 
and a much fmaller quantity will fuffice,. | 
when its*application is in this manner rendered | 
chiefly local. 2 engi 


Although experience has made me think 
very highly of the efficacy of {mall dofes of+ | 
mercury, in exciting and correéting. the bili- 
ary fecretion; yet it ought to be mentioned, 

| : that 
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that in fome few cafes, this medicine fails to 
produce its ufual effects, and that the biliary 
fecretion becomes healthy without its admi- 
niftration. ae 


» Facts are wanting, to enable us to afcertain, 
whether mercury ameliorates and augments 
the fecretions of the other digeftive organs, 
as it does that of the liver. The ftomach 
frequently appears worfe during its employ- 
ment, whilft the ftools are confiderably 
better; I have, in fuch cafes, difcontinued 
the medicine, and returned to it again if the 
ftate of the liver made it neceflary... When 
benefit is obtained from a {mall quantity of 
_-medicine, we naturally expect an increafed 
_ladyantage from an augmented dofe; this is 
fo natural an error, that. an admonition 
vagainit it appears necefflary, , I have obferved 
- in fome inftances, where {mall dofes of mer- 
cury have unexpectedly affected the mouth, 
that confiderable benefit feemed to arife from 
this circumftance. Yet it is wrong, in eene- 
val, to augment the dofe of the medicine, fo 
yas to ereate even lacal irritation in the bowels 
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by it. ‘In the majority of cafes the diforder 
has exifted for a long time, and has become 
habitual; therefore it is not likely to get well 
fuddenly. For this reafon, we fhould adapt 
our treatment to the more rational expect- 
ation of effecting a gradual recovery than 
a fudden cure. The moft judicious treatment 
will not remedy the difeafe, if the exciting 
caufes continue to operate; fuch as impro- 
prieties of diet, agitation of mind, fedentary 
habits, or impure air, 


The following eafes will afford fufficient 
teftimony of the efficacy of fuch fimple treat- 
ment, as | have recommended. In fome in- 
veterate cafes, apparently depending on efta- 
blithed: nervous diforder, it has been ineffectual. 
Under fuch circumftances, the nervous affee- 
tion appears to require the principal attention, 


| When the ftate of the health required it, 

or the difeafe did not yield to the treatment, 

which I have defcribed, I have referred the | 

‘cafe to the phyfician; under whofe diredtion, — 

benefit has been obtained by medicines of | 
} more 
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more activity than thofe which I had ven- 
tured to recommend, conjoined with. tonics, 
and thofe medicines which are ufually termed 
nervous. 


In inyeftigating the treatment of thefe dif- 
orders, it is neceflary to afcertain, not only 
what medicine is beneficial, but alfo what 
‘change it produces in the circumftances of 
‘the diforder. The adminiftration of a medi- 


cine may in one cafe be fucceeded by a dif- 


charge of bile, and a ftriking relief from long- 
continued and diftrefsful feelings: yet the 
‘fame medicine may be given in many other 
-inftances without the fame confequence. Was 
the change then in this inftance accidental ? 
or muft it be attributed to fome unnoticed | 
peculiarity in the difeafe or conftitution ? 


Bark and fteel are not uncommonly given 
in thefe difeafes: they ought, I think,. to be | 
adminiftered in fmall dofes, and never when 
the tongue is dry; as they feem to fupprefs 
thofe tecretions, which in many ‘cafes are 
already deficient ; and the increafe of which 
would 
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-would tend to relieve irritation in the.affeded 

organs... I mention, this, opinion, however, 
rather to account: to the. reader. for thefe| medi- 
cines not having been prefcribed in the fubfe- 
quent cafes, than from any other motive; as 
Ido not feel .perfedly..competent to decide. 
upon their degree or kind of utility, 44 


» Vegetable diet-drinks appear, to’ me. very 
ufeful .in, tranquillizing . and) corre@ing -dif- — 
orders of the ftomach and. bowels, -for this is ; 
the manner in which they {feem to be efficacious 
in the cure of local difeafes.. ‘The vegetables 
pretcribed in the different formule are fo. dif- 
fimilar, . that. we. can. fcarcely fuppofe that 
‘they ‘act, fpecifically. upon the’:loeal. difeafe. 
Even, Sweet-wort has. Obtained confiderable 
celebrity. When diet-diinks fail to correct 
the diforders of the digeftive organs, they alfo 
fail to produce any amendment ion local dif- 
_ eafes. | Such obfervations have inducéd me to 
believe that !they have the. utility, which I haye 
Jafcribed to them, of tranquillizing and cor- 
erecting diforders of the ftomach and bowels, : 
It is allowable to form an opinion from fuch 
obfervations, 


Pi hn el 
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_obferyations, though I am fenfible of their 
-ynvalidity as arguments to prove its. truth. 


Whenever circumftances.. would permit, ' J 
have .recommended the. patients to, take \as 


_mauch exercite as they could, thort of producing 


fatigue ; to live much in the open air; and, 
if poffible, not to fuffer their minds. to be agi- 
tated by anxiety, or fatigued by exertion, 
When the diforders, which have been :the 
fubject of this paper, have been long conti- 
nued, they do.not admit of a {peedy cure ; 
hence attention to diet, air, exercife,’ and 
mental tranquillity, are more decidedly bene- 
ficial than medicines... Surgeons, in London 
meet with frequent and convincing inftances 
of the efficacy of pure air. Patients under the 
irritation of a local difeafe, who fcarcely eat 
or fleep in town, recover their appetite, digef- 
tion, and fleep fo fuddenly on their removal 
into the country, as to leave no room for 


doubting, that the change of air has produced 


this beneficial alteration in their’health. The 
whole of the plan of treatment which is here 
recommended is fo fimple, and apparently. fo 

7 inefficient, 
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inefficient, that its power might reafonably 
be doubted, did not fats atteft its utility. 
I fhould not have thought it right to have 
thus related it in detail, but for the purpofe 
‘of avoiding repetition in the recital ‘of the: 
‘cafes which are to follow; and alo becaufe 
it feemed right to flate as explicitly as poffible 
-to the younger part of the profeffion, what are 
-the curative intentions in diforders of this 
nature *, 


* After I had written the above account of the treatment, which 
I had found the moft fuccefsful in the correction of difor- 
dered ftates of the digeftive organs, I was much gratified by the 
- perufal of Do&or Harnilton’s publication on the Effects of Pur- 
gative Medicines. I think there is a great coincidence in the 
mode of treatment which I have defcribed, and that which is 
fanctioned by his more extenfive experience. He prefcribes 
purgative medicines.to a& as eccoprotics, to excite but not to 
ftimulate the bowels ; and he combines with them generally: 
uunirritating dofes of mereury, 


CASES. 


hanes.) 


CASES. 


Section I, 


cette eel 


Long before my attention was excited to 
diforders of the digeftive organs, I had re-— 
‘marked that there was a paralytic affection of 
the lower extremities, refembling that which 
is produced by a diforder of the medulla fpi- 
nalis, in confequence of difeafe of the bodies 
of the vertebre. This paralytic affection alfo 
appeared to me to vary with the ftate of the 
patient’s health. 


Thefe obfervations led me to propote a 
method of treatment, which proved fuccefs- 
ful in the cafes of two young ladies, who 
were affected in this manner. ‘The iflues, 
which had been ineffectually kept open in the 
back, were healed; and the ftate of the 

: health, 
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health in general was amended by attention 
to diet and medicine, by exercife, and coun- 
try air. ‘The ufe of the hmbs returned in 
proportion as the health became eftablithed. 
Such were the obfervations which I had. 
made relative to this fubje@, when I met 
with the following cates, : 


CASE. 


| A-young lady, whofe ftomach and bowels 
were dilordered in the manner already deferi- 
bed, became gradually affected with weaknefs 
in the lower extremities, and pain in the loins. 
“The pain became at length very fevere, and 
was aggravated in a manner almoft infupport- 
able by the agitation of a carriage. © This 
lady could fearcely walk, and gave a defcrip- 
tion of the ftate of her limbs, fo exaétly re- 
-fembling that which is fometimes confequent 
to diteafe of the vertebra, that | thought it 
right to examine the {pine. [I ftruck with 
my finger the fpinous proces of each lumbar 
vertebra, and upon touching one in particular, 
the patient complained of great pain; but — 
preflure 
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‘prefiure on the contiguous vertebre alfo 
-caufed much uneafinefs. Under thefe circum- 
ftances I placed a blifter on each fide of the 
{pine, and kept up a difcharge from the fur- | 
ihe by drefling it with favine cerate. ‘Thefe 
“means, with = reft, reliev ed her fuafferings; 
but, as her health declined, the went into'the 
country, where fhe foon became much better. 
The blifters were now fuffered to heal, and 
fhe fhortly afterwards had recovered fo much, 
as to take long rides'on a rough-going horfe. 
She returned from the country in good health, 

and/-was’ both otiiféular and: fat.» Abouti/a 
year afterwards fhe was {fo ill, in the fame way, 
that the wifhed to have ifues made in the 
back: but I would not confent to this, from 
knowing that the bone could not be difeafed. 
Of this return of painin the back, and weak- 
nefs.in the lower extremities, fhe agai gote 
well; upon amendment of her health in gene- 
ral. Since that period, now five years ago, fhe~ 
has: been, fometimes, very well, at others; pale: 
and emaciated; and thefe changes:have cor= > 
tefponded with the natural: or deguges ftater: 


of her bowels. 
CASE. 
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CAS E.. 


I was confulted on the cafe of a young lady, 
who had been bliftered feverely for a pain at 
the bottom of her back, which was chiefly 
felt at the junction of the ilium and facrum. 
It was fuppofed, that difeafe had taken place . 
in the bone from fome injury, and had affected 
the facral nerves: for fhe could not. ftand 
without fupport, fo great was the weaknefs in 
the front of the thighs. There was no pro- 
jection of the vertebra. If the facral nerves _ 
had been affected, the leg ought to have fuf-_ 
fered the greateft fhare of pain and weaknefs ; 
but that was not the cafe. She had no appe- 
tite; her tongue was greatly furred; her bow- — 
els coflive ; and pulfe generally 110. I ftrongly 
objected to making iffues in this cafe; but as 
_ the patients’ fufferings increafed, it was done. 
She went into the country, and died in four 
or five months. The bone was found, upon_ 
examination, to be perfectly healthy; but the 
mefenteric glands and lungs were difeafed, — 
and it was concluded that fhe died of con- 
| fumption. 
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-fumption. I could not learn the ftate of the 
liver, nor do I know whether its appearances 
were particularly attended to. 


CASE. 


A young lady had been confined about fix 
months to her chamber, on account of pain 
in the loins, and weaknefs of the lower extre- 
mities, which prevented her from ftanding or 
walking. The weaknefs of her limbs had 
been gradually increafing fora year and a half, 
before it became fo bad as to make her inca-. 
pable of moving about. Iflues had been kept 
open, during that time, on each fide of the 
{pine ; but, as the patient got no better, my 
Opinion was afked, refpecting the feat of the 
difeafe of the bone: for it was concluded, that 
the iffues had only failed from not having 
been made in the right place. I found, upon: 
‘inguiry, that the chief feat of her pain was 
in the pofterior edge of the liver. Indeed, 
that vifcus was enlarged, so as to be felt in 
the epigaftric region, and fo tender as to caufe 

much 
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much pain on being’ compreffed, at any part, 
along the cartilages of the ribs. Her tongue 
was furred; her appetite deficient; digeftion’ 
bad; bowels coftive; and ftools black, or elfe 
untinged with bile. I had no hefitation in 
advifing, that the’ iffues thould be difcon- 
tinued ; and that attention fhould be chiefly 
direed to rectify the diforder of the chylopoi- 
etic vifcera. Mild mercurials and aperients’ 
were given, by which, with other means, fhe 
got materially better in health, and was able — 
to walk about as well as ever. The gentle- 
man who attended this patient, met me acci- 
dentally, two months afterwards, and informed’ 
me that fhe was quite well. I faid; that as 
her difeafe had been a long time in forming, 
it. could hardly be expected that fhe fhould’ 
recover fo fuddenly. He confidered this ex- 
preffion as implying fome doubt of his accu- 
racy, and, therefore, fent the’ patient to me 
in the merning. She came from Lambeth, in’ 
a hackney coach, and looked very well: fhe’ 
obferved, that long before her confinement, 
fhe, could not have borne the agitation of a 
carriage; but that now, fhe did not feel it. 

i have. 
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I have been informed, by feveral intelligent 
j ftudents, that fimilar cafes have occurred in 
the hofpital: as I was not a witnets of thefe, 
I fhall not relate them. I fhall, however, 
mention one, which I faw, and fuperintended 
mytfelf; although it is, in fome meafure, im- 
perfect, as the patient quitted the hofpital 
_ fuddenly, without our knowing where he 
went to. 


Thomas Crighton, aged twenty-three;-was 
admitted into St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, on 
account of a palfy of his limbs. About a year 
before, while the ufe of his limbs was yet un- 
impaired, he was attacked repeatedly with 
violent pain in his bowels; uniformly pre- 
ceded by coftivenefs, and, geherally, termi- 
nated by a copious difeharge of loole, fetid, 
black ftools. The relief afforded by the diar- 
thoea was fpeedy and uniform. In the courfe 
of fix months his lower extremities became 
_affected with occafional twitchings, and -he 
‘found that he could not regulate their mo- 
tions in walking: this inereafed to fuch a 

i degree 
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degree as to make him incapable of taking any 
exercife. He had, at the commencement of : 
his illnefs, a confufion of vifion; and a con- 
itant and violent pain in the head. The for- 
mer. fymptom increafed fo much, that he 
could difcern no object diftinGly ; a candle, 
for inftance, although held near him, ap~ 
peared as large as the moon. The fenfation: 
of his lower extremities continued perfect ; 

but the actions of the bladder were no longer 
under the controul of the will; the urine 
fometimes flowing involuntarily; and, at 
others, being retained for fome hours, with 
confiderable pain. He, afterwards, began to 
lofe the ufe of his upper extremities: the left 
hand and arm were more affected than the- 
right; but there was no difference in the af- 
feétion of the leg of the fame fide. His {peech, 
alfo, became much impaired ; he hefitated and | 
faltered confiderably, and the tones of his — 
voice were irregular, fo that, at length, he 
could fearcely make himfelf underftood. At 
the time of his admiffion into the hofpital, there 
was an entire lofs of voluntary motion in the 


lower extremities, and a great diminution in’ 
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that of the upper. The bowels were de- 
_ ranged; there was conftant head-ache; ‘the 
{peech was very indiftiné; and vifion fo im- 
perfect,. that he could not read the largeft 
print. . An iffue was’ made in the neck, and 
fome medicines were prefcribed, under the di- 
rection of the phyfician. As the treatment did 
mot prove beneficial, I was defired to examine 
the fpine, and found fuch a curvature and pro- » 
jection of the {pinous proceffes of the up- 
per lumbar and lower dorfal vertebra, that, I 
thought, the bodies of thofe bones muft be 
difeafed. I was, therefore, inclined to attri- 
bute the paralyfis of the lower extremities to 
this difeafe of the {pine ; and, confequently, 
direted, that iffues fhould be made on each 
fide of the projecting vertebrae. As this 
fappofition would not: account for the pa- 
ralytic: affection of the parts above, and as 
the: bowels were deranged, I ordered. two 
grains of calomel with eight of rhubarb, to 
be taken twice a weck, and fome infufion of 
gentian with fenna, occasionally. After ufing 
_ thefe medicines, for about three weeks, his 
| bowels became regular, the biliary fecretion 
es 2 healthy, 
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healthy, and his appetite good. He could 
move his hands and arms nearly as well as: 
ever ; and his eye-fight was fo much improved 
that he could read a news-paper ; indeed, it 
was nearly well. The functions of the blad- 
der were completely reftored*; his fpeech 
became articulate ; and, his general health, in 
every refpect, much improved. He remained 
in the hofpital about two months, but with 
very little amendment in the {tate of the lower 
extremities, when his friends fuddenly’ re- 
moved him, on account of fome difagreement 
with the nurfes, and I was unable to learn 
whither ehey had conveyed him. 

The hiftory of the ene cae was taken 
by Mr. Cruttwell, who had been for feveral 
years a moft induftrious ftudent at the hofpi- 
tal, and whofe accurate obfervation and ex- 
tenfive information induce me to place entire 
confidence in any ftatement of a cafe which I 


» SUIS PS Aet ae 

* I have feen feveral cafes which induce me to believe that 
the weaknefs of the fphineter vefice, which occafions young 
perfons to void their urine during en a, frequently atifes 
from the fame caufe.' . , Lo gck 2 pawrod 


receive 
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receive from him. To that gentleman I am, 

alfo, indebted for the ‘following particulars 

relating to a"patient;. who died fome little time 
ago'in the hofpital, and whofe body’ was. ex- 

amined. The diffection ferves ftill farther 4 to 
area my ages ge 

re , 0 
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“CAS E. 
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_ Elizabeth Grif,’ twenty “years of age, was 
‘admitted’ into St. Bartholomew’s hofpital in 
Augutt, 1805, on account ofan inability to 
move: her lower’ limbs; which was fuppofed 
“to! ‘originate from a’ difeafe of the {pine. On 
‘examination, however, theré were no appear- 
‘ances, which indicated caries of the vertebrz. 
Her voice was, at times, confiderably affected’: 
and’ fhe “was fubje& to occafional attacks ' re- 
fembling, ‘in fome degree, epileptic paroxyfms. 


The affection of the limbs was hable to con- . 


fiderable variations.” At times, as fhe affured 
‘me, fhevcould walk acrofs the ward. with very 
little difficulty ; ‘at others, the could not even 
ftand without affiftance.' Her tongue was ‘ex- 
stremelypoand,) TI believe, conftatt ly ‘white ; 
vet | . her 


tte 
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her pulfe: natural. Her bowels were, gene 
rally, coftive, and it was neceflary to .ems 
ploy. aétive medicines in order. to procure 
ftools; which were always of a dark colour, 
A flight. temporary diarrhea fométimes: hap» 
pened, and fhe invariably remarked, that the 
eafe or difficulty with which fhe could walk, 
and the pain in her head with which fhe was 
troubled, were in exact conformity to the ftate 
of the bowels, all. the {ymptoms_ being *re- 
lieved by the diarrhoea, and. returning as the 
bowels: became again coftive. There was an - 
appearance of irritability and Janguor in. the 
eye, which I have: before obferved in thefe 
918g and the, iecheaoed were generat anuch, di- 
hospital beh lion peiseny 3 fhe rcenibiaalal 
with. fever, and died., -To'this brief account of 
the, scien gi 1 now: scare the. siligeihetes ' 
be No difeated pharehep stones were sphGtcied’ in 
the, brain, though it'was examined with the 
oft; particular, attention::: neither was there 
any difeafe of thevertebree.: -No difeafe, in thort, 
was! observed: except inthe abdominal re 
131 he 
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"Phe chief morbid appearance, in iit confifted 
in an ulcerated ftate of the villous coat of the 
ilium near to its termination in the cacum. 
The ulcers were numerous, and fituated w here 
the mucous glands are chiefly found. T he 
internal coat of the large inteftines, alfo, ap- 
peared inflamed, e 
The liver was healthy in its ftru@ure, In 
the gall bladder about one ounce anda half of 
a light green ferous fluid was found, which 
had not in the leaft degree the foapy, or mu- 
6g feel of bile. 


Cafes, like thofe which have been related, 
are not, if I may judge from my awn experi- 
ence, at all uncommon. They fufficiently 
prove, in my opinion, ‘that local nervous dif- 
ordets and mufcular debility may arife from a 
general diforder of the health, in which the 
digeftive organs are generally much affected. 
This diforder, as has been ftated in the pre- 
limitiary obférvations, may, fometimes, be the 
-eaufe, and fometimes the effect, of the nervous 
affostion, In either ‘cafe, however, its cor- 
e rection 
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rection is of high importance in the medical 
treatment of the difeafe. In the cafe, begin- 
ning at page 79, as well as in that which i im- 
mediately follows, diforder of the digeftive 
organs I mutt, I think, be allowed to be the caufe 
of the. nervous affection, from the fudden 
and complete ceflation of the latter, when — 
_the cure of the former was accomplithed, 
Decifive inftances like thefe are particularly 
valuable; they fhew what great nervous dif- 
order may be produced by that of the digef- 
tive organs, and confequently how much the 
latter diforder is likely to aggravate the former, 
when it occurs even fecondarily as its effec. 
T have feen a confiderable number of fuch 
cafes, which I cannot relate with precifion, 
pecaufe I had not fufficient opportunities of 
ebferving the patients, to enable me to note 

the progrets of the difeate with accuracy; | 

“Of. ‘thefe ig can. any shire in, general 
‘terms, that [ have {een {evel al, inftances , of 
pain, imbecility, and wafting of. the mufeles 
An, one. of the lower extremities, ‘which. were 
Fapfiigred as. : the effect of * difeate about the 
hip 
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hip joint; yet the event proved that there 
was no organic difeafe of that part, The 
difeafe was connected with that ‘ftate of con- 
flitution..that I have defcribed, and was 
amended, as the health in general improved. 
IT have alfo feen feveral inftances of wafting 
of the mufcles of one of the upper extremi- 
ties in children; {0 much indeed were the 
mufcles fhrunk, that the bones and joints 
could , be as diftinctly examined as in a {fkele-— 
ton. .The local. affeGion in thefe cafes came 
on fuddenly.. I lately faw a little boy, whe 
had had this kind of affeGtion of his leftiarm 
feveral. years ago, and on whofe cafe I wasiat 
that time confulted. The bowels. had been _ 
violently difordered prior to the paralytic 
affection, and were, at the time I faw him, 
in an extremely unhealthy ftate. I recom- 
mended that the chief attention fhould be 
paid to correct the erroys of thefe organs, 
which. was in fome degree accomplithed, 
and that the arm fhould be fupported by a 
fling.. The arm gradually recovered,and though 
it is not at prefent quite fo large and ftrong 
as lisa other, yet the ciivEencs is fo flight, 

oo Re that 
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that it would not attraét the attention of a 
common “obferver.. About fix’ months ago 
Faw a little boy very fimilarly circumftanced, 
and in his cafe, the arm quickly recovered 
its powérs of motion, as the ftate of thé 
oe i became healthy 


I ave alts dah ee in children, in whom, 
after fome genéral diforder .of the health; 
accompanied by derangement of the ftomach 
and ‘bowels, a mufcular affection of the ex- 
tremities has taken’ place, like that’ which 
produces the varus and valgus ; I mean a 
predominance of the actions of fome mufcles 
over others, producing diftortion of the limb. 
Ihave feen this happen fometimes in one, 
fometimes in both the lower’ extremities. | 
have alfo feen the arm fimilarly affeted. 

That the local fymptoms in thofe’ cafes, as 
well as in thofe which ‘have been more fully 
detailed, arife: from a nervous ~ affection: of 
the brain,’ and not’ from any éaute adting 
locally on the nerves of the ‘affected * part, 
hdl J believe, on due confideration’ be'granted. 
ee 3 | id be 
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FZ fafpe®t however that fome perfons may 
hefitate to admit fuch an opinion, from the 
belief that diforder of the brain imuft operate 
genefally, and not partially, onthe nervous 
fyftem. Perhaps: the contemplation of the 
-confequences of flight apopleétie effufions in 
the brain, may affift usin forming juft notions 
on this fubject. Such slight effufions of blood, 
occurring in. various parts of the brain}: have 
been known to paralyze one ‘leg or ‘one arm, 
or the mufcles of the tongue, or of ‘one half 
of the face, without affecting the re of the 
neryous or mufcular  ehaibe ‘Tom S16 


| ee ics painto’ which I with to be con- 
fidered is; “whether, when there is confider- 
ableand ‘continued paralyfis, there muft necef- 
farily exift fome preffure or organic difeafe 
in the brain. :That: this exifts in many in- 
{tances is undoubted; but the number of cafes 
in which’ the paralytic affe@tion ’is merely 
nervous; and independent of vifible difeafe, 
is in my opinion very cenfiderable. The in- 
fiances which have been related’ warrant this 

conclufion, 
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conclufion, and fhew: uch cafes to be more 
frequent than is, I believe, generally {uppofed. 
‘When, there is. organicidifeafe of the’ brain, . 
the cafe feems to be ivery ‘hopélefs ; and»pro- 
bably no -confiderable alleviation’ of | the:fymp- 
toms. will. take place,) byii that «attention to 
the flate,of the digettive organs which: have 
recommended.’) Inj dubious: cafes, dandi:fuch, 
on the firft examinatian of) them, the majority 
of ,thefe .oceurrences» will: probably. {be} it 
feems, right, to try the:effect. of correcting 
diforder) of the-digeftivesorgans, with a'view 
to alleviate nervous irritation, before we pro- 
ceed to thofe feverer methods, which the 
belief,.of,, the exiftencé,of, organicsor vafcu- 
Jar, difeafe: in the brain would induce:us to — 
inffitute. ., For af. blood-letting) and! counter 
hritation, be,employed,».in order to diminith 
yafeular, action ;.or if | mercury. be: employed 
to fome .extent. in /ofdetetd: induce. the ab- 
-forption., of ..depofited’ ifubftance’) thefe mea-_ 
fares mufb, aggravate. :thatodiforder of the 
general health,.!,upen which, 0m: gs in- 
fensein the nervous affection depends. 


M y 
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_ My object, in the recital of the foregoing: 
eafes, isto point out a caufe of local paralyfis, 
which from its locality would, I fufpect, be ge- 
nerally attributed to fome local diforder of the 
nerves of the affected part. Such an opinion 
of the nature of the complaint would con- 
fequently lead to an erroneous treatment. 
If. my opinion of the nature -of thefe cafes 
be correct, they can only be faccefsfully 
treated by means! which operate upon the 
conftitution in géneral. I have particularly’ 
recommended that our efforts fhould be di+ 
rected to correct any errors that may exift 
inthe functions of the prime vie, for reafons 
that have been ftated in the preliminary ob- 
fervations. Of the efficacy of fuch endeavours 
Ihave feen many more inftances than I have 
brought .forward; indeed the. propriety of 
fuch attempts feems fo obvious, that I doubt 
- not but they will be made, and the effet of them 
will, by that means, be generally demon~ 
ftrated. It is right however to mention, 
that in fome cafes to which 1 have attended, 
[have been foiled in my endeavours to cor- 
rect, “by the fimple meatures which I have 
ts related 
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related in the introductory: remarks, the» dif- 
orders of the digeftive organs; and in thefe 
I thought that the diforder of the. digeftive: 
organs depended on fome eftablithed difeafe — 
in the brain. reyort 


In. other cafes, when. the functions of the: 
digeftive. organs had been partially corrected, 
the nervous and mufoularaffections were miti-. 
gated, but not cured. Indeed: fufficient time 
has not yet elapfed to enable me to form a 
probable opinion, as to the event. of fome — 
cafes, to which I allude.. I have alo met: 
with one inftance, in which the bowels be-. 
came. moderately correct. in. their functions, — 
without any evident amendment in. the: ftate 
of:the limbs ; and ] have known two inftances 
of perfons, who were fuddenly feized. with 
paralyfis of the lower extremities, apparently: 
dependent on general nervous diforder, in> 
which the digeftive organs. hice feemed 
affected. 


In feveral of the cafes which I have: relatéidf 


there were nervous pains in the affected. Itmbs. 
That 
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That local nervous pains. may depend on ge- 
- meral neryous diforder fe¢ms to me very pro- 
bable; at leatt, I can take upon me ‘to affirm, | 
that I have known nervous pains cured by 
correcting the diforders, which in thefe cafes 
exifted in the digeftive organs. In the cafes 
— alfo of tic douloureux which have fallen under 
my obfervation, there has been great diforder 
of the digeftive organs; and I have known 
cafes refembling thofe of tic douloureux cured 
by correcting the unhealthy ftate of thofe 
organs. | | 


I with finally to excite the attention of Sur- 
geons to the {tate of the bowels in tetanus, 
The occurrence of this diforder occafionally,. 
when the wound which produced it is heal- 
ing, feems to indicate that the .effeéts, which 
haye been produced by its irritation, continue. 
it has been, I think, fully fhewn, that local 
_ irritation may diforder -the digeftive organs; 
which diforder continuing, and ageravating 
the affection of the fenforium, may poffibly 
lead to the production of tetanus, at a time 
when the wound is no longer irritable. In 

: _ four 
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four cafes of tetanus, in which I had an op- 
‘portunity of inquiring into the ftate of the 
bowels, the evacuations from them were not 
like feeces. I with to propofe, in inveftigating 
the caufe of tetanus, as a queftion,; what is the © 
ftate of the bowels between the infliction of 
the injury and the occurrence of that dreadful 
malady *? ) 


* Suth cafes as I have related, with others that it would be’ 
foreign to my prefent purpofe to mention, have impreffed the 
opinion on my mind; that diforders of the digeftive organs may 
originally caufe, of may fecondarily aggravate, a nervous diforder ; 
and produce, as has been “ mentioned, in the nervous fyftem, an 
abolition of the functions of the brain; or a ftate of exci- 
tation caufing delirium, partial nervous inadtivity, and ins 
fenfibility; or the oppofite ftate of {irritation and pain: in 
the mufcular fyftem, weaknefs,; tremors; and palfy; or the 
contrary affections of {pafms and convulfions.”” Could thefe cir- 
cumftances be proved, it would be {carcely neceffary to add, 
that thofe painful affe€tions of parts, to which pethaps fome ~ 
pte- difpofition exifts; miay be excited in a fimilar manner; fuch _ 
as gout and rheumatifm. Indeed rheumatic pains are very 
ufually concomitant upon that ftate of conftitution, which exifted 
in the patients, whofe cafes I am relating. | 
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.oo] fhall next {peak of thofe cafes; in which 

docal diforders of the head; produced by blows, 
are kept up and aggtavated by affections of 
‘tthe digeftive organs:o After what has been 
‘obferved refpecting the reciprocal influence ‘of 
eifeafes of the brain, and of the chylopoietic © 
evifcera, it will readily be admitted, that an 
-_dnjury: ofthe former may difturb the functions 
wof the latter. Thus, concuffion of the brain | 
wccafions ‘vomiting ‘as: one of its immediate 
‘eonfequences, and’ will alfo be found to pro» 
sduce:almoftconftantly, at a more remote pé- 
iriod, that difturbance of ‘the digeftive organs, 
which I have defcribed in this paper?’ If the 
difturbancé: be only moderate in’ degree,’ but 
continued,» it: will often’ re-a&t upon the head, 
neic H fo 
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fo as to occafion an irritable ftate of the injured 
parts, and impede their recovery. 


In many cafes of blows upon the head, a 

flow inflammatory affe@tion continues in the 
parts chiefly injured, and ultimately produces 
deftructive difeafes. ‘The bone fometimes. be- 
comes difeafed, or an exoftofis grows from its 
internal table; the dura mater becomes thick- _ 
ened, or matter flowly collects on its furface. 
Suchilocal, diforders produce others of a more 
general nature; and deftroy the patient.. Thefe — 
occurrences are however, in my opinion, rare 
sin-comparifon. with. the’ cafes firft deferibed; 

in which 2 painful fate of the injured. parts js 
kept up by:means of diforder exifting:in: the’ 
digeftive -organs. |. The necefflity:forlan accu- 
rate’ diferimination. between ‘ thefe: diforders, 
mutt, firike-us* on theemoft fuperficiali view 
of the ‘fubjet; for: the lowering»treatment 
-which is-neceflary in the: firftoandorarervcale 
would, besdetrimental in the’: fecord .’and 
more frequent. By: attending oto: the oftate 
of the, digeftive, organs:in, thefe dubious cafes, 

we may be priebueds « to: fort a probable | opi- 
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nion of the nature of the local complaint; 

for if there is nothing wrong in the general 
health to excite or maintain it, we may rea- 
fonably conclude that it is merely local; on 
the other hand, the inefficacy of evacuations 
in curing the local difeafé would naturally 
fuggeft the opinion, that it proceeds from 
irritation, and is dependent on a diforder of 
the health in general. It thould be further 
obfervéed; that when the local difeafé is of an 
inflammatory nature, and likely to induce 
Morbid alterations in the ftruture of the 
affedted’ parts, fill it may be maintained and 
aggravated by diforder of the digeftive organs. 
-T have very frequently feen patients fuffer 
_ fo'féverely as to warrant a fufpicion, that local 
di féafe of the moft formidable nature exifted ; 
in’ théfe’ the ufual methods of treatment _ 
‘were ineffé@tual ; and they recovered fuddenly 
or flowly, in proportion as the flate of the 

digentive organs was corrected. I fhall relate 
q fome examiplés of the difeafe under confidera- 
tion, Which will enable the reader to identify 
the cafe, when it occuts in practice. 


f F 


H 2 CASE. 
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CASE. 


_A young gentleman, about ten years of 
age, fell out of a window, fix feet high, and — 
ftruck the back part. of his head againtt fome 
ftones.. He was fiunned by the blow, but 
perfectly recovered from, .the effects of the 
accident. by bleeding, . purging, and. a low | 
diet. He caught, the. fcarlet-feyer about ‘fix 
weeks afterwards ;; and recovered. from, that 
alfo.. But, whilft.he was convalefcent,. the 
- pains returned in that part of the head which 
had. been ftruck,. with fo much: violence as 
to induce the belief that fome ferious local mife 
chief would enfue. After they had continued 
without abatement for a few days,. 1 was 
defired to fee him. He was lying in bed, 
and could fcarcely be: prevailed. on to lift his 
head from the pillow. ~The integuments of 
the occiput were fo tender, that ,he, would 
hardly allow.me.to examine. the part; I af- 
certained, however, that there was; no fluid | 
under the {calp,..nor any. inequality in the 
bone. He dozed a Sl deaJ, and lay in a 

-comatofe 
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comatofe ftate, but was occafionally reftlefs. 
His pulfe was very frequent, his {kin hot and 
dry, and his tongue covered with a thick yel- 
low fur. He breathed almoft without moving 
the diaphragm, and complained much if the 
epigaftric region was comprefled. He loathed 
food; his bowels were coftive, and his ftools 
of a blackith colour. He was ordered to take 
{mall dofes of calomel at night, and draughts 
with rhubarb and kali vitriolatum in the morn- 
ing. The tongue foon became clean, and the 
ftools natural; his appetite and {pirits re- 
turned, and he no longer complained of any 
nneafinels 1 in the head. 


- This cafe prefents us with a ftnking ex- 
ample of what I believe to be a common oc- 
currence; I mean, a difordered ftate of the 
digeftive organs taking place fubfequent toa 
confiderable febrile affection. Indeed, when 
we refle&@ in how weak and irritable a ftate 
the brain muft be left upon the fubfidence of 
fach a diforder, and how much the chylo- 
poietic vifcera muft fuffer from the impaired 
pad difordered energy of the brain, we might 

naturally 
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naturally exned fuch a derangement, af the 
functions of the digeftive organs to enfue, . 
When fuch diforder happens in this manner, 
it fr equently produces many local difeafes, to , 
which the conftitution may perhaps be pres. 
difpofed; a circumftance I fhall fpeak of 
in a future part of this paper. In the prefent 
cafe, it brought ona painful ftate of parts. Te- 
cently injured, with a confiderable degree of 
fever, That the morbid ftate of the ftomach — 
and bowels was the caufe of both is fairly to 
be inferred from their ceafing fo immediately, . 
when the diforder of the digeftive organs was . 
corrected, A cafe of this kind, prefenting an 
example of fudden recovery, is particularly 
- valuable, becaufe. it clearly. demonftrates. the 
caufe and the effec in fuch difeafes. The 
caufe can indeed be feldom fo fuddenly re- 
moved; and the gradual ceflation of it under a 
any plan of treatment leayes room for a_. 
variety of conjectures, as to the mode of boca 
or of recovery from thofe diforders, which J 


Mea 


have confidered as effects, ol could r late. | 
many cal es of fimilar but lefs, fevere fy mptoms a 
produced by the fame eaute, which gradually at 

got 
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got well, in proportion as ‘the diforders of the. 
digeftive organs were corrected. As it does. 
not, however, appear to me neceflary to. 
accumulate inftances to. prove fo obvious a0 
fa, I fhall content myfelf with adducing - 
two more cafes, to exhibit fuch ee in 
different points of view. 


CK SE 


A lady fell down in frofty weather, in con-. 
fequence of her feet flipping from under ito a 
and the occiput ftruck againft a fmooth ftone : 
pavement. She was ftunned by the fall, but, 
foon recovered ; nor had fhe for fome weeks, 
the fevere fymptoms, which appeared in the. 
fequel, This circumftance fhews that there 
was nothing produced by the blow that ne- © 
3 ceflarily caufed the fubfequent {ymptoms ; it 
which muft therefore be attributed to in- 
flammation or irritation taking place after-_ 
wards. After fome wecks had elapfed from _ 
the time of the accident, the parts which had. : 
. heen firuck became extremely painful; and 

3 the 
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the, pain extended forwards over the fealp to 
the right eye, the fight of which became i im- ‘ 
perfec. . The integuments upon which the , 
blow had been receiv ed were extremely. ten- . 
der, and the patient became faint when. they. 
were examined even lightly, Thefe cir- 
cumftances naturally ‘induced a. belief that. 
fome difeafe was taking place; and bleeding 
and purging were employed to prevent its 
progrefs. The fymptoms were mitigated 
for a time by thefe means, but they quickly 
returned with, as much feverity. as before. 
After three months the patient came to Lon- 
don, fully perfuaded that nothing but an. 
operation would be of permanent benefit, . 
When I firft faw her, fhe tottered in moving 
from one chair to another, and replied to quef- 
tions with hefitation and effort. Her eye-fight 
was fo much affected, that fhe could not read; 
and the entertained an apprehenfion that the 
- fhould lofe her fenfes, Her tongue was but 
flightly furred; her bowels were habitually, 
coftive, and the ftools dark coloured. It was 
evident where the injury had been received ; 
for the aponeurofis had been feparated from , 
the 
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_ the pericranium by an effufion of blood; and; - 
' though. this: blood had been abforbed, the 

-detachment of the fcalp was diftinguifhable 
by the touch,.. No inequality was perceptible » 
in the furface. of the bone. ;»When I men-» 
tioned my fufpicion that thefe fymptoms were 
rather the effec of irritability. of conftitution, 
dependent on the ftate of the ftomach and 
bowels, than of local mifchief, fhe gave not 
the leaft credit to the opinion; but faid. the : 
was perfuaded that. the bone was ftarred,-and 
that three fiffures extended in different direc- 
tions. I. ordered her to take five grains of» 
the pilul. hydrarg. every fecond night, anda 
draught twice a day, containing one ounce of. 
the compound infufion of gentian, two drams 
of the infufion of fenna, and one dram. of 
_ the compound tincture of cardamoms, »Thefe 
medicines produced a confiderable purgative 
effect.. On the fecond day there was but little: 
pain in. the head; the patient walked about 
the room very fieadily, and. had read a newf- 
paper in the morning. When ! afked her 
opinion of this furprifing alteration, fhe im- 
puted it to the evacuations which had taken 
place; but the was {till perfuaded that the, 
bone 
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bone-was injured, and ftill’ apprehenfive that, © 
without:fome operation, the fhould ultimately 
lofe' her’ fenfes. The medicines were con-— 
tinued’in fuch quantity a8'to procure only one 
alvine'evacuation daily. A fortnight elapfed 
under this plan of treatment, during which | 
the ftools became nearly of a natural colour, 
and: the patient's health was confiderably 
amended. ‘There were times when no unea- 
finefs was felt in the head; and, during fome 
nights, the pain was fo trivial as to give but’ 
little: interruption to her fleep. It was, how- — 
ever, occafionally difturbed by pains, which - 
were, in her opinion, as intenfe as at any for- 
mer period of the complaint. Her pulfe was ° 
good; and her mufcular ftrength greatly im-- 
proved. ‘The occurrence of the pain in pa-~ 
roxy{ms ftrongly impreffed me with the belief 
that it was nervous, rather than depending: 
upon local difeafe. Under thefe circumftances ° 
all ideas of an operation were difmifled from: 
my mind, but it was far otherwife with re- 
fpect to the patient. Being obliged to return” 
into the'country, fhe confidered the poflibility ’ 
ofatelapfe with horror; and was fo con+" 
yinced that the bone had been injured, ‘that 
4 fhe 


OF THE DIGESTIVE ORGANS, &c. 107. 


the earneftly requefted it might be examined, — 
were, it merely to afcertain what was. the. 
fact, I faw no objection to this examination, . 
but thought, on the contrary, that advantage _ 
might poffibly arife from an incifion, which 
would loofen the tenfion of the. {calp, and - 
produce a difcharge that might relieve the 
irritation of the part. I accordingly made an. 
incifion of a femicircular form, extending. far- 
ther back than the part. which had been > 
ftruck, and turned up a portion of the {calp, 
fo as to fee the bone, covered by its pericra- _ 
nium, to the extent. of a crown piece. The - 
bone was uninjured, and, together with. the 
pericranium, appeared perfectly natural. The 
{calp being replaced, the wound was dreffed 
fuperficially, without any attempt to favour 
the union of the parts, If they united under 
thefe circumftances, there would be an addi- 
tional reafon for. believing, that neither the . 
bone nor the fubjacent parts were difeafed, 
The pain was as, fevere for the two firtt days _ 
and, nights after this examination.as. it had 
been at.any former period; it abated, when _ 
the wound, began to difcharge,. and had en-._ 
| tirely 
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tirely ceafed on the fifth day. This ftate of 
tranquillity continued as Jong as the patient . 
remained in town, which was about three 
-weeks after the divifion of the fcalp. The 
wound at that time had nearly healed, She 
has fince had occafional returns of pain ‘in the 
head when her general health has been difor- 
dered, but never to that degree as to induce. a 
st Set that any local vafcular difeate exifted, | 


"To exhibit the effects of the readin of. 
diforders~ of the digeftive organs upon thofe 
of | the head in another point of view, 1 fub- mt 
join the following cafe. . 


CASE. 


‘May 29, 1805, a labouring man, aged 
forty-five, fell from a confiderable height | 
upon his head, and was immediately brought _ 
to St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital. No fracture 
of ‘the fkull could be difcerned: and the 
patient ‘{eemed to labour under the effects of © 
violent ‘concuffion of the brain. By vene-- 

fection 
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fection and other antiphlogiftic means; he 
foon recovered his fenfes.; Every thing went 
on very favourably for three days, when he 

was attacked with fthivering, naufea, pain in 
the head, impatience of light, and other fymp- 
toms, which ufually are confidered as denoting 
inflammation of the membranes of the brain. 
‘He was confequently bled ;' and had a blifter 
applied on the head. He was fuddenly feized 
in the’ evening with a more excruciating 
pain in the head, which, after lafting’ half an 
hour, was. fucceeded by convulfions, fo vio- 
lent that three men could {carcely hold him. 
When’ the! fit abated, he exprefied himfelf 
much relieved, and faid that he was eafier 
than before its acceffion.,|) Some calomel and 
rhubarb were given to obviate a coftive ftate 
of his bowels.. On the next morning (June 
2nd.) he hada return: of ‘the pain’ and con- 
wulfions; and the fymptoms were {fo violent, 
that he was bled four times in the courfe of 
the day. This treatment, however, had no 
effect in diminifhing the pain and other 
fymptoms, and another fit of convulfions took 
place in the evening. ‘The purgative operated 
go? OT) 
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on the fucceeding night, and brought away 
alarge quantity of highly-offenfive feculent 
amatter of a light greenifh-yellow colour. On 
the 3d of June his breath was extremely 
offenfive; his ‘kin hot and dry; his pulfe 
quick; his tongue thickly furred; and he 
had great tendemefs in the epigaftric region, 
~and right hypochondrium. He was ordered 
to take two grains of calomel immediately, 
and a faline medicine at intervals; this pro- 
duced two motions in the courfe of the day. 
By purfuing this plan for a few days, the 
ftate of his bowels was ‘rendered more regu 
Jar, and the difcharges acquired’ a’ healthy 
colour; in proportion as :this was effected, 
the tendernefs of the abdomen was removed, 
‘and the tongue became clean. He had’ no 
return of convulfions, the pain and other fymp* 
toms fubfided, and in a fhort time, when the 
digeftive organs had been reftored to a natural 
ftate, he went out of the ram aes 2 
mee th 


Cafes of this defériptiom have been noted 
from the earlieft ages. Many paflagesoare 
| to 
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‘tobe met with in Galen, that thew that he 
owas well acquainted with the circumftanees 
that have been ftated in this fe@ion. Ber- - 
trandi* has— related infiances’ of abfcefles 
taking place in the liver confequent ‘to injuriés 
of the head. Andouillé + relates additional 
cafes, and makes further obfervations:on'the 
fame fubje&@. Of late, Richter*p has’ del 
‘yered fimilar. opinions, and has: directed the 
‘practice. which’ fhould be purfued, when the — 
head is difordered by the re-adtion of’ affec- 
tions of the digeftive organs.’ Still however 
-thefe circumftances feem to me'to be- ftated 
‘yather as occafional, than ‘as’ occurrences 
which are common and naturally te. be ex- 
pected, and I therefore think myfelf war- 
ranted in fuppofing, that they have not made 
a fufficient impreffion on the minds of Sur- 
geons, in this country at leaft. 


I beg leave, in the conclufion of this fec- 
tion, to repeat what was faid in the former 


* Mémoires de l’ Academie de Chirurgie, tom. 3, p. 484- 

¢ Ibid, p. 506. 

t Chirurg. Biblioth. b. viii, p. $38. 
: ; one, 
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one, viz. that I confider the difeafe as.depend- 
ing on neryous irritation.in the parts -afieeted, 
which -is' either. caufed,) maintained,» or) ,ag~ 
gravated by diforders of theisdigeftive’ drgans. 
-¥et as the local difeafe mutt be:-regarded as 
‘chiefly nervous; it might,:/in fome rare in- 
ftances,. exift- independently..of, .aniy, manifett 
diforder’ of thofe organsi() I, may) further 
add, that, much. nervous: iirritation \imh ,any 
part generally excites va{cular action..9iftsbe- 
comes therefore highly |important ito attend 
‘to the nature and curesof*fuch diforder; as it 
might ultimately lead tothe) production, of 
organic difeafe, which: would, deftrey; the 
patient. 2 common ope dodde 
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rey proceed to {peak of fome difeates of ‘the 
“throat, ‘fkin, and bones, ‘which fo much refem- 
ble venereal - complatiits, ‘that they are ‘fre- 
“quently treated’ as fuch; but which. ‘take 
place without any — reafonable ground “for 
“attributing them to the abforption ” of’ any 
“‘morbific poifon. A diforder of the’ digeftive 
“organs conftantly exifts “in thefe cafes; and 
‘produces, or at leatt ‘aggravates and protragts 
a ftate of weaknefs ‘and irritability of con- 
fitutiony ‘to which the origin of the, difeate 
mutt undoubtedly be referred. | at 
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ae Belircin. etd i in the country, wi ho 
“had been ‘many years married, ‘and whofe 
ae I moral 
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moral character prevented any fufpicion of 
his having expofed himfelf to venereal infec- 
tion, had an ulcer in the,right tonfil, poflefiing 
every character of a tr uly fyphilitic fore. The 
figure of the ulceration was oval; it had 
extended itfelf deeply} 'and prefented a furface 
covered with adhering-matter, and without the 
_jeait appearance of granulations. ; It had con- 
‘tinued three months without , amendment, al- 
‘though yarious medicines had been employed 
during. that period. Thefe circumftances im- 
. _prefled ] the minds of the medical attendants with 
an o opinion, that the difeate Ww as venereal. Qn 
“me they _ had. a contrary effect. ar thought 
that a.yenereal. ulcer, would have become 
_materially_ worfe in that. fime, as. mercury 
had not been, ufed to arrett its progrefs. . Find- 
ing that the patient had a furred tongue, and 
mee eit age digeftive organs, of recom- 
mended, as the firft objet of attention, the 
correction of that derangement of the fto- 
mach, from which the fore-throat had pro- 
bably originated. The patient went to the 
off _ where. his throat was. alternately 
better, and worte 5 but. the. dimenfions. of 
the 
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the ulcer were not enlarged. Three months 
- elapfed before I faw the patient a fecond 
time; when I told him, that my argument. 
agdin{t ‘the: complaint being :veneréal swas 
greatly ftrengthened: «Et, was manifeft that 
the diforder, to which I/had imputed the fore, 
Rill exifted: ° Being unwilling: however that 
the refponfibility fhould reft entirely ‘upon 
_myfelf; I advifed him to confult another fur- 
geon, who, judging of ‘the natute of the 
fore from its appearance (which indeed was. 
ftrikingly charactetiftical of venereal difeafe), 
recommended a courfe of mercury. The 
patient underwent, in Confequence of this 
advice; a tegular mercurial courfe; during 
which the fore got well. Between two and 
three months afterwards another fore formed 
sin ithe: palate, which had -the characters -of 
avyenereal ylcer, in a fill more fitiking de- 
gree; if pofiible, than» the former. it was 
/fituated juft where the foft palate opro- 
veeeds from the bone: Jt was of aceircular 
figure, and fo deep as to expofe ‘the - bone. 
The circumference of) ithe :uleer was tumid 
Land: cinflamed ; its edges: wwvere: not {mooth, 

| 12 but 
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but -had a tendency to ulcerate::. Theré was 
nov appearance of pranulations,:and the) dif- 
charge adhered to the furface! of the ulcer. 
The patient now: applied to me again ; when 
I repeated my original opinion; that thefe 
fores» depended, on the. ftate of his health in 
general. He confulted another Surgeon, who 
xecommended the ufe of the Lifbon. Diet+ 
-Drink,) with the application of the oxymel 
eruginis to the part; under which treatment 
the ulcer healed; and no other complaint 
has. fince occurred, shina two years have 
elapfedsiio1ent to stisoo s bsbiotgnreser 


: r 
i : 


CASE: . vib 


aera sendle miabiy ia was habitially fabjea 
ina great degree to diforder of the digeftive 
organs, had an excoriation of the prepuce, 
which had continued about three weeks, 
when copper-coloured eruptions came out 
vall_ over his body, fo ftrikingly fimilar to 
-thofe which are venereal, that fome. of his 
‘medical attendants’ recommended the imme- 
_diatesufe of mercury. It was however agreed 
to 
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—todelay the mercurial courfe for a little time : 
and to give the patient half a grain of calomel, 
with three grains of hemlock ‘night and 
morning, and a folution of magnefia vitriolata 
in mint-water, fo as to keep the bowels 
freely open... The {pots began to die away 
almoft immediately, and foon difappeared alto- 
gether. The patient then mentioned that 
he had feveral times had the fame kind of 
eruption, which had. difappeared in like man- 
ner upon taking fome opening medicines, 


- In calling the reader’s attention to thofe 
difeafes of the bones which refemble fyphi- 
litic affections, 1 fhall not pretend to relate 
any cafe in detail; for Surgeons can feldom 
trace the a of thefe difeafes for them- 
felves, but are obliged to rely on the doubtful 
hiftory given of their patients. I fhall endea= 
vour to fketch the principal parts. of the 
fubjec, referring to particular cafes, merely 
to fhew that the picture is not drawn’ satin 
ene but is sh from nabure; LH 800 
I have been frequently donfulterd on account 
of ia venereal affections’ of: the .bones’; 
cae where 
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where the periofteum has been thickened and. 
tender, and the bone enlarged, and the con- 
comitant paing have keen fo much aggravated 
at night as to deprive the patient of reft. ‘The 
hiftory of the cafe has removed. all {ufpicion 
of a.yenereal origin; while general indifpo- 
fition, a furred tongue, lofs of appetite, and 
other attendant fymptoms, have clearly indi- 
cated great diforder of the chylopoietic vifcera, 
By attending to the flate of the digeftive or- 
gans in thefe cafes, the patient’s health is 
amended; the general rheumatic pains are di- 
minifhed; fleep is procured; and the dif€afe 
has receded almof entirely, After fome time 
has elapfed, the bone may again fwell, the 
fwelling may again be checked, and return no 
‘more. Perhaps fimilar difeafes may take 
place in other bones, at times yery remote 
from the firft occurrence of the diforder. If 
mercury be not employed, there are decifive 
circumftances in the hiftory ef the difeafe, 
which proye that it is not fyphilitic. Some; 
times fi:ppuration takes place, and expofes the 
bone: this occafionally proves a kind of crifis 
tothe difeafe at that part. But the cirecum- 
ftances of thefe difgates are fo yariable, as to 
9) : preclude” 


er 
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preclude a complete enumeration of their 


fymptoms. 


4 
y 


r 2 a Bis 


I fhall briefly mention the cafes of two pa- 
tients, by whom I was confulted about the fame 
time, in order to identify the difeafes to which f 
allude. Both thefe gentlemen had been married 
for many years; and there was not the leaft rea-. 
fon to fuppofe that any morbific poifon had been 
imbibed. ‘They became generally indifpofed, 
had reftlefs nights, pain in the head and about 
the fhoulders; and a painful thickening of the 
periofteum of the tibia, with enlargement of 
the bone, took place. The chylopoietic vifcera 
‘were difordered in both thefe cafes. One 
gentleman had ufed mercury repeatedly to a con- 
fiderable extent, which produced a temporary 
alleviation of his difeafe; but his fufferings 
feemed to be augmented upon the ceflation of 
the mercurial excitement. The other patient 
never ufed any mercury. ‘They both expe- 
_ rienced a confiderable mitigation of pain from 
thoie medicines, which corrected the ftate of 
the chylopoietic organs. Their difeates were 
checked, and never became again to bad as 

before 


120, 44 oy ON DISORDERS | 


ss 


before attention had been paid,to the ftate of 
the vifcera. Both thefe patients were. better. 
or worfe as the fate of the bowels varied ; 
and they both gradually, but lowly recovered. 


Similar difeafes are fo common, ‘that I al 
lieve every furgeon : of experience will admit. 
that. affegtions of the bones, with wandering, 
pains, often occur from general diforder of the 
health. , | have never, feen thefe cafes unac- 
companied by diforder of the chylopoietic 
organs; and I have always found them moft 
benefited by whateyer has tended to recuity 
the functions of thefe organs, opto airs 

There was no reafon, in any. of the.cafes, 
alluded to, to fufpect the abforption of poifon, 
I will add another, to corroborate this ftate- 
ment. A gentleman, who had been married 
about eight years, and had no. venereal difeafe 
during that period, was feized, with .a violent 
fever. Shortly after his recovery, a,thicken- 
ing of the periofteum on the. parietal bone 

took place. The fcalp was alfo much {wollen, 
~ fo as to threaten {uppuration.., He was at this 

time 
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time in/ill;health, and had great derangement 
of the digeftive organs. By fuch attention to, 
this latter diforder as I have mentioned in 
former cafes, this {welling fubfded,, and na 
trace of it remained. The patient-afterwards 
went-into the country, where-his health was 
ftill more amended. . In about twelve months 
he had, feveral tumours ‘of the fame kind in 
different parts of the cranium; one -alone 
threatened to fuppurate: for thefe he under- 
went a mercurial courfe, which relieved them, 
fo as to induce him to perfevere in it to an 
extent, which almoft conftantly cures venereal] 
difeafe. His health, during the latter part of 
‘the mercurial courfe, being, much difordered 
by the medicine, his difeafes became prov 
portionally aggravated; he therefore defifted 
from the ufe of mercury; at which time his 
complaints were but little better than at their 
commencement. Thefe difeafes, however, 
gradually got well in the {pace of little more 
than a year; {till the patient continued in a 
bad ftate of health, the fymptoms ¢f which 
were a furred tongue, indigeition, and faulty 
piliar y fecretion, 


j add 


$09) ON DISORDERS. 


1 add another cafe, which came under the 
obfervation of Dr. Baillie. A ftudent of mee 
dicine, who attended the lectures in Windmill- 
ftreet, was obferved to look very much out of 
health ;\ and, on enquiry, it was found that he 
had nodes: upon his fhins, which fo exactly 
refembled thofe that are venereal, that no 
doubt was‘entertained of their being of that 
nature. It was therefore -earneftly recom- 
mended: to him not to delay the mercurial 
—eourfe, which feemed requifite for the cure: 
He was very reluctant to comply with this 
advice, and declared upon his honour that he 
had fimilar {wellings before he had had any — 
fexual connection. This declaration made the 
mercurial plan be laid afide; and the nodes 
got- well by a ftrong decoction of farlaparilla, 
without a fingle grain of mercury being em- 

ployed. Now, if this account be accurate, it 
 fhews that difeafes like fyphilis can arife from 
diforder of the health, even without any fexual 
intercourfe. 

HOMAW, TO ailhonii , ze 
« All furgeons .of experience will, I believe, — 
admit that difeafes refembling fyphilis occur 
bbs | | from 
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from diforder of the health in general. In all 
the cafes which I have inftanced there was 
not the leaft reafon to fuppofe that any mor- 
pific pgifon had been imbibed to produce the 
difeafes which exitted. I with much to have 
this point afcertained or refuted by the general 
experience of furgeons. ‘The cafes, which 
would tend to eftablith it, muff be of rare oc- 
currence. All the inftances, to which I have 
“alluded, occurred in men who had been long - 
: ‘gnarnied, and on whofe veracity I could rely. 
There is alfo, in my opinion, fufficient intrinfic 
évidence i in each cafe to prove that the difeafe 
was not venereal. It was this kind of cafes 
which I had in view in my laft publication, 
in diftufling the quettion whether thofe ditt 
eafes, which may he denominated pfeudofy- 
philitic, arife from fome modification of the 
venereal poifon, or from a peculiarity of con- 
{titution in the patients, who are expofed to 
the action of truly fyphilitic yirus. I have 
there faid, that ‘‘ it deferves to be obferved 
that difeafes refembling fyphilis do occur, 
without any reafon to fuppofe that any mor- 
bific poifon has been admitted into the fyftem.” 

I have 
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Thave been induced to dwell upon this fub3 
_ ject, which may perhaps be confidered more 
fpeculative than ufeful, becaufe, if the opi« 
nion were verified, it would explain the oc- 
currence of pfeudofyphilitic difeafes in avery 
ftriking and {atisfactory manner. If» local 
difeafes, refembling fyphilis, may take place 
in the throat, fkin, and bones, from a! certain 
ftate of weaknefs, and irritability of conftitu- 
tion, then yarious modifications of animal 
matter being abforbed may,fo diforder ‘the ge- 
neral health as to induce fuch a ftate-of weak- 
nefs and irritation, which is likely to produce 
thofe fymptoms; and fuch fymptoms are ra- 
ther, to be regarded, as.arifing from the pro- 
penfities of the conftitution, than from the 
peculiar properties of the matter which js im- 
bibed, It is fhewn in my former publication, 
that. the poifon which produces pfeudofyphi- 
~ ditic fymptoms ig fometimes abforbed without 
an evident» breach of furface in the {kin ; 
fometimes from.a trivial fore which foon 
heals; whilft, mn other cafes, it produces local 
fores of various and -diflimilar characters. 
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If, however, the reader fhould doubt whe- 
ther difeafes refembling fyphilis may arife 
without the abforption of infectious matter, | 
that doubt will -probably «be removed by the 
faéts which are recorded in the next Section; 
for it will there be fhewn that various and 
diffimilar local difeafes originate from the fame 
fource, I mean from a fimilar diforder of the 

health in general, 
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The next clafs of cafes, to which I thalf 
call the reader’s attention, is that of unhealthy 
indurations, abfcefles, and fores. Sometimes 
but one local difeafe of this defcription exifts, 
but in general they break out in fucceffion 
in different parts of the body. The circum- 
fiance of their fucceffive formation is, I think, 
a proof that they depend upon fome error 
in the health in general; and I have accord- 
ingly obferved that they are feldom, if ever, 
unattended with diforder of the digeftive 
organs. The imperfect hiftory; which the 
patients generally afford of their previous 
{tate of health, will not enable us to deter-_ 
mine with certainty, that the diforder of the 
bowels was > the caufe of their ill health and. 
Mh Pt . fubtequent 
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fubfequent local difeafes; but I can confidently 
affirm, that thofe difeafes in general. become 
traCtable, in proportion as the diforder of the 
vifcera is corrected; and that frequently no 
new.local fymptoms occur, after fome atten- 
tion ‘hasbeen paid to the ftate of the digeftive 
organs... ‘The difeafés to which I allude, have 
not been defcribed in books of Surgery ; and 
indeed it is {carcely poflible to delineate with 
-precifion their various appearances. It would 
-be quite impracticable to defcribe all ‘the 
difeafes,which make the fubjeét of the pre- 
fent fection; namely, unhealthy indurations, 
abfcefles, .and.fores. ‘They may. be -com- 
pared moft juftly, in variety and number, 
with the. infinitely, diverfified combinations 
and fhades of colour.. Yet a brief and. ge~ 
neral defcription’ of .them will, aflit.. to 
recall them to the remembrance of the expe- 
rienced furgeon; and .to enable the inex- 
perienced practitioner to recognize.them when 
they. QCCUT., ap hol 
| arenes .thefe affeGions are quite fuper- 
ficial, occupying merely ‘the fkin. ‘The firtt 
ish SAE , that 


“28 ON DISORDERS 


that I thall defcribe is, I believe, well knowin 
to furgeons,’ as a difeafe,’ which is frequently, 
‘though not conftantly, cured by giving mer- 
‘eury to'fuch an‘ extent as flightly to” ‘affee 
‘the conftitution. “A” {mall induration’ oF” tu- 
‘bercle takes place: in- the fkih; “and °thi#’ is 
‘followed’ by the fucceffive’ formation of 6théts 
at fmalldiftances from the original of@ ‘Phe 
‘(kin between’ thefe tubercles “becomes thick- 
‘ened. ) Chord-like-fubftancés,’ which are°prd- 
*bably’ indurated abforbents,"may fometimies 
“be felt, extending along’ the thickénéd fin. 
‘The tubercles ulceraté, and ‘form'fouP ulders, 
sei ea, vig and break out again. o9kdss 
uj Dom Borg 

ouknoetee' ere of: fapdeicd or “cutaneous 
‘ulcer begins generally -in» ore point, and ex- 
‘tends: in every diréQion? The ‘chafm of the 
ulcer is formed either by’ very fudden ulcera- 
tion, or by floughing. A fore’ is left,’ which 
“firft: fecretes'a fanious, and then an ichorous 
fluid. ‘Granulations afterwards arifé, “and’the 
fore heals. The granulations are however 
indurated and unfound ; ‘and when “the patient 
fe that the fore is cured,’ it is fuddenly 
reproduced 
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reproduced by a procefs fimilar to that by 
‘which it was originally occafioned. After 
fome time the ulcer again heals, and again 
breaks out. Whilft thefe procefles are going 
on in) the middle, the fore enlarges in its 
‘circumference; the edges, which are thick-— 
ened, become at times highly inflamed, and 
either ulcerate or flough. The difpofition 
to difeafe is aggrayated by fits, and there 
are intervals when it is apparently tranquil. 
When this fore has enlarged to a confiderable 
extent, in the manner already detcribed,, the 
central| parts, which have healed unfoundly, 
break out into feparaté) ulcers; and thus pre- 
fent an appearance of feveral fores, connected 
with each other by indurated fkin or wish 
formed. fubftance. 


J thall briefly mention fome of the principal 
cireumftances relating to the laft fore of this 
defcription, which came under my care. The 
patient, who had been ill for more than two 
years, and had taken a great deal of mercury, 
-eame from the country in very bad health, 
and with his digeftive. organs much difor- 

K dered. 
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dered. The fore was fo painful, particularly 
at night, that he was in the habit of taking 
a good deal of opium to procure reft. It 
occupied the back of the hand and writt. 
He had had fomewhat fimilar fores on his 
head and face; but they were nearly healed, 
though difpofed to ulcerate again. By that 
attention to the ftate of the bowels which 
T have defcribed, and by dreffing the fore 
with an aqueous folution of opium, the 
greater part of it was healed in the fpace of 
three weeks; and the remainder was fo much 
amended, and fo little paintul, that he had 
left off his opium fhortly after the commence- 
ment of this treatment. As the patient’s cir- 
cumftances made it inconvenient to him to 
remain in town, he went into the country, 
where the fore broke out again. He then 
applied to a perfon who fold a famous diet- 
drink ; and before he had taken twelve bottles, 
the fore was perfectly healed, and has not 
fince broke out. The diet-drink, he fays, had 
no fenfible operation; but his bowels became 
regular and comfortable, and his appetite 
amended by taking it... - 

Another 
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Another variety of thefe fores originates in 

a more deeply feated difeafe. The cellular 
fubftance under the fkin becomes thickened, 
and an unhealthy abfcefs follows; after the 
burfting of which, a foul fore is formed. In 
confequence of this procefs, the fafcia of the 
limb is fometimes expofed to view, and feems 
to have floughed: when the flough has fepa- 
rated, the difeafe may get well flowly. In 
many cafes, however, there is no expofure, nor 
feparation of the fafcia. Sometimes the fore 
does not extend beyond the limits of the ori- 
ginal induration, but heals flowly ; while 
other difeafes of the fame kind occur in fuc- 
ceffion in various parts of the body. In other 
cafes, the ulceration of the original fore 
fpreads along the centiguous parts, whillt 
thofe which were firft affected get well; and 
* thus the fore affumes an herpetic character. 
In many cafes the ulceration extends from the 
whole circumference of the fore, and thus the 
{car and ulcerated edges have a circular or 
oval form; in others, the difeafe is pro- 
pagated in particular directions, fo that the 
| K 2 : ulcerated 
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ulcerated furface GSS the mott irregular 
and peculiar figures. 


Thefe difeafes fometimes are . fmall i in 1 extent 
in. the beginning, but enlarge confiderably be- 
fore the {kin gives way ; and, when this hap- | 
pens, it proyes a kind, of crifis to. the difeate, 
which afterwards heals flowly. In thefe cafes 
it becomes the object of furgery to bring the 
difeate to a crifis, whilft it is yet, of fmall, ex-, 
tent; which may be effected by. producing 
ulceration of the fkin by means of cauftic. 


nacre of thefe fores are te med from difeates 
| beginning i in the abforbent glands ; in which — 
cafe the gland, having firft been indurated, 

_ fappurates. and. burfts, and_ ulceration enfues. 
When this circumftance. has. taken place, in 
an abforbent eland: of the neck for inftance, 

another ulcer may form, i in the manner above 
ftated, in the fkin and fubjacent parts, without 
any gland. being involved in it. A third ulcer,, 
having a difeafed gland for its caufe, may form 
in, the. vicinity; and thus the difeate proceeds 


without any regularity. . 
T once 


OF THE DIGESTIVE ornGANS, &c, 133 


I once thought ita neceffary but moft 
difficult tafk for a furgeon to remark the va- 
rieties of thefe difeafes, in order to underftand 
his profeflion, and contribute to its improve- 
ment. But, fince I’ have found that thefe 
difeafes indicate fome diforder of the health’ 
in general, the correction of which is the 
great object in their cure and prevention, I 
have perceived that there is lefs neceflity for 
undertaking this moft arduous invettigation ; 
which, indeed, could never be accomplifhed 
without very extentive opportunities and inde- 
fatigable diligence, x 


It will be found in the majority of thefe 
peculiar difeafes, that the patient had been 
indifpofed for fome time before the occurrence 
of the ‘complaint, and, that afterwards the 
health had become more evidently deranged. 
The digeftive organs are difordered. The 
tongue is furred at the back part, chiefly 
in the morning; and the biliary fecretion is 
deficient or depraved. My attention has been - 
dire&ed to the correction of this diforder ; 
and the moft beneficial effe&s have refulted 

from 
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from this attention, The fores have healed 
readily in fome inftances; and, in thofe cafes 
where many had formed in fucceflion, no new 
difeafe has in general taken place. In fome 
few inftances, new fores have formed. after 
the medical treatment of the diforder had © 
commenced, and even after it had been for 
fome time continued. This probably arifes 
from the difficulty, which is experienced in 
correcting an habitual and long continued 
conititutional diforder, In fome ftll rarer 
cafes I have found fimilar but much milder 
difeafes arife, after the diforder of the digeftive 
organs had been in a great degree corretted. 


_ Whilft I am writing this, there are four 
patients, whom I have attended in St. Bartho- 
lomew’s hofpital, with thefe difeafes; which 
I mention, to thew the younger part of the 
_profeflion how frequent they are, The health 
of thefe patients has been furprifingly amended 
in a very fhort period, by employing the 
means which I have defcribed; and the fores 
have healed rapidly, although nothing but 
{imple dreflings have been applied to them. 
its 
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It is not meant by thefe obfervations to de- 
preciate the utility of topical applications to 
difeafed fores, but merely to fhew how much 
they depend on the ftate of the health in ge- 
neral; for fome of them, which have remained 
uncorrected by a great variety of local appli- — 
cations, will get well under fimple dreflings, 
when the ftate of the conftitution is amended. 
It is not, however, to be expected that this 
will generally happen; for local difeafed ac- 
tions have been excited, are eftablifhed, and 
may continue, independently of the caute 
which produced them. ‘Topical remedies will, 
under thefe circumftances, be employed with 
the greateft advantage. Again, topical appli- 
_eations are of the higheft utility in general 
practice, becaufe an irritable fore affects the 
whole conftitution, and aggravates and main- | 
tains that diforder by which it might have. 
been originally caufed. The diforder of the 
digettive organs cannot in many inftances be 
corrected, till the fretful fiate of the local 
difeafe is diminifhed. I may further mention, 
with relation to this fubject, that | have feen 
patients who fearcely ever flept, from the pain 

OE 
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of the local difeafe, whofe ftomachs were 
greatly difordered, and who had a diftrefs- 
ing purging, which could only be controlled — 
by opium, fleep without interruption during 
the night; regain their appetite, -and have 
their bowels become tranquil and réegue 
lar, when, after various trials, a drefling Hie ©, 
at laft been applied, which quieted the itri- 
table ftate of the fore. It is right however. 
to mention, that the effects of fuch an ap- 
plication are not, in general, permanent ; but — 
after a time the fore becomes again fretful, 
and requires fome new drefling to foothe {af 
controul its irritability. 


I have feen fome cafes of fuch difeafed 
fores as I have defcribed, in confultation’ 
with other furgeons, who have become con- 
vinced that my opinions are well founded. 
Others have occurred, even in the perfons 
of medical men, whofe feelings COnOperaen 
to render their cony a more On 


Having thus, by general obfervation, im- 
bibed the opinion that the peculiarities of 
: 7 local 
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local difeafe depend chiefly on the fate of 
the conftitution, I fhall relate fome cafes, 
which were treated in conformity with the - 
principles which fuch an opinion would na- 
turally fuggeft. I muft, however, previoufly 
caution the reader again{ft inferring, that I 
attribute all local difeafes to fome general 
error in the ftate of the health. TI have feen 
‘Jocal difeafes, which could not be deduced 
from any general’ indifpofition, nor correéed 
by remedies which aét on the conftitution 
at large. I wifh to guard againft the fuf- 
picion of being inclined to make general affer- 
tions: while I avow at the fame time, that 
my obfervations induce me to believe, that. 
the peculiarities of local difeafe generally 
dépend upon conftitutional caufes. Reafon 
_alfo fuggetts the fame opinion; for if fores 
of the fame character break out in fuccefflion 
in different parts of the body, can we doubt 
but that they arife from the tg ‘of the 
health in general ? 


+ here appears to me acombination of nervous 
irritability and weaknefs, and to fucha combina- 
tion 
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tion I am inclined to attribute the peculi- 
arities of thefe variable and unclaffed local 
difeafes. Perhaps I may explain my mean- 
ing further, by adverting to what happens 
not .unfrequently in cafes of venereal and 
other buboes. The part and the conftitu- 
tion have been both weakened by the difeafe 
that has occurred; they have been further 
debilitated by the mercury employed for its 
correction. The difeafe fubfides, but a new 
difeafe and aétion commences; a trivial 
wound frets out intoa phagedzenic fore, which 
is very difficult of cure. The fores, in dif- 
ferent cafes, are nearly as yarious in appear- 
ance, as thofe of which I have been {peak- 
ing. To what are we to attribute thefe dif- 
fimilar, perplexing, peculiar fores, if not to 
irritation. occurring in weak and_ irritable 
parts? As the peculiar difeafed actions of 
_ thefe fores originate chiefly from the weaknefs 
and irrjtability of the parts, induced by the 
previous diforder which they have undergone ; 
fo in their advanced ftages they frequently 
prefent the beft inftance, that can. perhaps 
be adduced,.of a peculiar local ditcate exitt- 

ing 
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ing independently of conftitutional diforder.. 
It is true they affeét the health in general; 
but it may, by attention, be kept in a mode- 
rately right ftate, and yet the fore remains un- 
amended. The difeafed actions of thefe fores 
fometimes gradually, and fgmetimes fuddenly 
ceafe; when healthy actions fucceeding, the fore 
heals. J remember a fore of this defcription, 
to which almoft every variety of drefling 
had been tried without benefit, It was very 
extenfive, and-had burrowed in various direc~ 
tions beneath the fkin. ‘The ulceration at 
length became ftationary; but after nine 
months the fore ftill remained as foul and 
fretful as it had been for a confiderable time; 
when in the courfe of one week it perfectly 
cicatrized, leaving the hollows which I have 
defcribed; for it had thrown out no granur 
dations to fill thefe chafins, 


Having thys flated the opinions, which I 
have formed, relative to thefe kinds of local: 
difeafes ; and which were deduced from cafes 
too numerous to record, of which I have 
preferyed no accurate accounts; I proceed to 

: relate 
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relate fink cafes treated in conformity to thefe 
epinions, which will, I truft, be fuffici- 
ent to exemplify and lluftrate the uae 
Beet 3 


ea. wa 


A gentleman’s fervant, between thirty anid 
forty years of age, was fent to me with a 
bad ulcer in his cheek, fituated between the 
nofe and under eye-lid. The furrounding 
parts were inflamed, fwoln, and indurated, - 
fo as to rife fully half an inch above their 
natural level. The fore was of an oval 
figure ; meafuring about an inch and a half 
in length, and half an inch in breadth’ 
and depth; indeed I could fcarcely fee its 
bottom. The furface was covered by ad- 
hering matter of a greenifh hue. The cuticle 
round the margin was thickened, and had 
in ‘forme parts fcaled off. The patient had 
been ‘rubbing in~ the mercurial ointment 
for this complaint. He declared that he had - 
had no chancre for many “years, but had con- 
fractetd a’ gonorrhoea about a year before’ his 
| prefent 


‘ 
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prefent, diforder... His health was ack dif- 
turbed,;; he had, no. appetite; his tongue was 
mauch., furred and tremulous ; his bowels 
alternately coftiye, and lax; his feces. black- 
ifh. I advyifed him to on five. grains of 
rhubarb. about .an hour before dinner, 
and five grains of the. pil. hydrarg. every 
fecond night, with caftor oil or fenna tea 
occafionally, fo as to procure a motion daily. 
The fore was drefled with {perma cet cerate. 
I faw him again in three days; when he faid 
that he felt himfelf under the greatett obli- 
gations to me. He had been entirely free 
from pain and diftrefsful fenfations, fince he 
began to take the medicines; although he 
declared, that before that time, he fhould 
have been: thanktul to. any one.who would 
haye deftroyed him. I mention this, becaufe 
I have often remarked in thefe cafes, the fur- 
prifingly great relief and comfort which have 
arifen. from a change, produced . by means 
apparently infignificant and inadequate. \ The 
bowels now. acted regularly, and. the, ftools 
were. more copious. and of. a more natural 
colour, : and to this correction. of the biliary 
fecretions 


Rim ¢ 
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fecretions I am iticlinéd to impute that relief, . 
which he ‘fo forcibly depi@ed. The fore 
had difcharged profufely; the furrounding 
{welling and inflammation were much lef 
fened. He purfued the fame plan of treat-— 
ment for a month; during which time he 
‘recovered his appetite; his tongue became 
clean; his bowels regular, and the biliary 
fecretion natural. The fore had contracted _ 
into a {mall compafs, but without the ap- 
pearance of granulations; and the furround- 
ing parts were not fwoln, though ftill red. 
His health became at this time again much dif- 
ordered, in confequence of his catching cold, 
from expofure to rain. He had pain in the 
bowels, with a flight purging; his appetite 
failed; his tongue was furred; and he hada 
fevere cough, attended with copions expec- 
toration. . The fore on the cheek alfo enlarged 
to about one half of its former fize: and the 
furrounding parts became tumid. I had the 
patient admitted into St. Bartholomew’s Hof- 
pital, where he took the decoction of caf- 
carilla with fquills. His cough got materially 
better in a fhort time: the ftate of his ftomach 

| 7 and 
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dud bowels alfo greatly improved. The 
fore again diminifhed in fize. About a fort- 
night after his admiffion into the hofpital, an 
eruption came out over his whole body. The 
{pots were of a copperifh hue, but rather 
fmaller, and more elevated, than venereal 
eruptions generally are *. Some of the 
eruptions gradually difappeared ; and, in about 
a fortnight, it was certain that many were 
entirely gone. About this time he began to 
complain of his throat; and an ulcer, of the 
fize of a fhilling, formed in each tonfil. The 
edges of thefe fores were elevated, and un- 
even, without any appearance of granu- 
Jations ; the furface was covered with yellow 
adhering matter, ‘The patient now again 
caught cold: he was attacked with pain in 
the bowels, and purging, which obliged him 
to get up frequently in the night, and to re- 
main for fome time out of bed. The cough 
and expectoration returned: he loft his appe- 
tite; and hada furred tongue. Dr. Roberts, 
pe ee I:'met at the hofpital, did me the - 


*. Many EM who faw this patient did not entertain a 
doubt but that all the fymptoms arofe from fyphilis; it was their 
‘progrefs alone which evinced the contrary. : 


your 
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vour to prefcribe for him. In a day or two 
afterwards, an eryfipelatous inflammation ap- 
peared on the right fide of his face, oppofite to 
the fituation of the fore. The eyelids were fo © 
tumid that he could not open them:, the — 
eryfipelas {pread to the other, fide of the face s ; 
and the other eye was equally clofed. The 
fever alfo ran very high, and the patient 
became delirious; fo that he was obliged, for 
many days; to be confined by a. firait, waitt- 
coat.. Thefe fymptoms gradually abated, and 
he recovered, fo as to be in better. health 
than I hadever feen him. . He was difcharged 
in about fix weeks, in a. ftate of conya- 
lefcence; and attended. Dr. Roberts Ai an 
out-patient. Theeruption and fore throat had 
entirely difappeared; the original | ulcer, was 
firmly healed ; and the contiguous fkin had be. 
come foft ana natural, though it was ftill difco- 
loured. A year has fince elapfed,. and he 
has had no return of his complaints. 
at is, I_ think, Tigidientlns evident, in. the 
prefent inftance, that the peculiarities of the 
local difeafes had their origin in the ftate ‘of 
the conftitution. 
CASE. 
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CASE, 


_ Iwas confulted, by a medical gentleman in 
my neighbourhood, on the cafe of a lady 
about forty years of age; who had been long 
fubje& to dyfpepfia, and fevere head-aches. 
Her prefent and chief complaint had been of 
about three‘months duration. It began with 
weakne(fs, and an apparent irregularity in the 
motions of the lower extremities, attended 
with confidérable pains refembling rheumatifm, 
‘ and rigidity of the calves of the legs. Thefe 
fymptoms increafing, fhe was unable, in the 
courfe of a month, to move about at all; but was 
_ obliged to be lifted in and out of bed. At this 
time an induration of the mutfcles of the calf of 
each leg had taken place. The indurated fub- - 
‘ftance was about three inches in length, and 
between two and threein breadth. It was fe- 
verely painful at times, and the integuments 
covering it were occafionally inflamed, _'There 
was alfo fome pain and {welling in the ham, 
Leeches, fedative lotions, and mercurial oint- 

‘guide L ~~ ment 
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ment had been applied, cicuta and tonics had 
been given, but without alleviating the fymp- 
toms. I firft faw the patient about fix weeks 
after fhe had been obliged to keep her bed en- 
tirely ; and the peculiarities of the prefent cafe 
led me at once to refer its origin to the ftate of 
the health in general. The appetite and di- 
geftion were impaired, the tongue was much 
furred, and the faeces blackifh. I merely re- 
commended fomentations to the indurated 
parts, confidering it the primary object to cor- 
re& the morbid ftate of the digeftive organs. 
With this view the compound infufion. of 
gentian with the infufion of fenna and tindture 
of cardamoms was given, in fuch dofes as to 
procure an adequate evacuation daily, and— 
five grains of the pil. hydrarg. were taken 
every fecond night. Thefe fimple medicines 
were completely fuccefsful: after taking them 
a fhort time, the difcharges from the bowels 
were natural, and properly coloured with 
bile. The appetite returned; the tongue 
became clean, and the pains almoft imme- 
diately ceafed. No cutaneous inflammation 
indicating a difpofition to peach appeared 
again 
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again over the indurated parts, which gradually 
recovered their natural ftate. In a fortnight 
the patient could go about with a ftick, and in 
two moriths could walk as well as before her 
complaint. She has enjoyed better health, 
fince this time, than: for many years before *. 


i 


CASE. 


“i 


A gentleman, thirty-two years of age, who 
had been fubject for feveral years to occa- 
-fional attacks of fevere pain in the bowels, 
was feized,; about the end of Auguft, with — 
a violent purging, which continued for a 
fortnight, and was attended with fever. 
About a month afterwards, he felt pain in 
his leg at night, which became gradually con- 
tinued even during the day, and obliged him 


* The flate of the indurated mufcles, in this cafe, was fuch as 
would lead to the belief that fuppuration would take place in 
different parts of the hardnefs; indeed, I have feen many cafes 
lefs formidahle in appearance terminate in that manner. Seeing. 
how much the irritability of muftles is difordered by that ftate 
of conftitution which I have been defcribing, I think it is allow- 
able to conclude that moft of the organic difeafes of mufcles 
originate from this caufe, 


pe? to 
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to\confine himfelf to bed. ‘In the beginning 
of O@ober a {welling was: perceived «near 
the» inner!) ankle; ~which fuppurated; ) and 
was»opened, di the twentieth of the fame 
month. {i wo large tea cups full of dark brown 
matter were evacuated. The difcharge con- 
tinued profufe for fome time, and afterwards. 
diminifhed. Four other {mall gatherings then 
took place in fucceffion, and burfting con- 
tinued to difcharge; each aperture fretting 
out into; a foul fore. About the beginning 
_of) February I firftfaw this cafe, which was 
' confidered'as a difeafe of the bone. ‘The five 

fores had apértures in them leading to finufes, — 
which ‘communicated with each other. A 
probe introduced into: one of thefe, near the 
bottom of the tibia, could be moved upwards 
and downwards along the furface of the 
bone; which was not, however, ‘denuded. 
From an upper ulcer the probe could be 
patted” behind the bone, and under the muf- 
cles of the calf; this indeed feemed to be 
the original feat of the abfcefs, from which 
the finufes proceeded to their different out- 
lets... The integuments were oedematous, and 
firm to the touch ; fo that I could not dif- 
tinctly 


j 
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tinctly feel the outline’ of ‘the tibia} -but 
thought that the bone was not. alteredveither 
m: form’ or. fizeo» The) firmneiswithiswhich ~ 
the: patient ftood upon the. limb, and the want 
of aching pain «in: the cbone: contributed alfa 
to make «me believe that it was not difeafed; 
and that the whole: diforder confifted in an 
unhealthy abfcefs; ‘the difcharge from which 
had -caufed various § finufes im! the’ manner 
already defcribed. J could not» but:attribute 
fuch a difeafe toa general diforder of ‘the 
health, and indeed’the patient's: countenance 
and appearance indicated a conttitution: much 
weakened and harrafied by illnefs.; His tongue - 
was furred; and the difcharges’ from ‘the bow- 
éls were irregular, deficient in quantity,and:of 
avblackith' colour, «‘With<a view ‘to. the cor- 
rection of thefe fymptoms, I directed the patient 
to take five grains of \the pil. hydrarg.every 
fecond onight, and 'the® infufion of gentian 
with fenna, fo as to procure one motion ‘daily. 
But little benefit was! obtained by: thefe! mea- 
fures; and) in -about °a°fortnight' /afterwards 
a thickening ‘of the “integuments” took’ place — 
over the fibula; a confiderable’ {welling gra- 
eyreye arote, and ‘another’ abfcefs formed, 

| . which 
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which burft in about three weeks, and dif. 
charged) a confiderable quantity of brown- 
ifh matter mixed with blood. During this 
time the limb was merely poulticed, and 
the patient could not leave his bed. His . 
pain was extreme, and he had no reft at 
_ night. The ufe of opium was neceflary to 
alleviate his fufferings, and opening medicines 
occafionally to procure ftools, He took but 
—Jittle nourifhment, and his health greatly de- 
clined. ‘The difordered ftate of the ftomach 
and bowels was much aggravated by this local 
irritation. Indeed, the fituation of my patient 
was now particularly perplexing. The local . 
difeafe made the general health worfe; and 
the aggravation of this general diforder, which 
_ appeared to have been the caufe of the local 
difeafe and of its continuance, proportionately . 
- increafed the latter malady. The confinement 
to bed afforded. an additional obftacle to re- 
covery; yet it was impoflible to remove him 
in his prefent ftate, on account of the pain 
which: motion occafioned. ‘The leg was infup- 
portably. painful in a dependent pofture. As 
change of air and exercife feemed effential to his 
recovery, I was induced to try if Mr. Baynton’s 
loiter excellent 
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excellent bandage, by fupporting the weakened’ 
veflels,, would prevent their diftention, and 
the confequent pain. <The fores were 
dreffed, after as much matter had been ex- 
‘prefled from the finufes as could be done 
without occalioning pain. Strips of fticking- — 
plaifter were applied after the manner of a 
many-tailed bandage; and the limb was after- 
wards rolled with a calico roller. The 
patient felt comfortable, and found his limb 
ftrengthened, He was directed to wet the 
roller, if the parts became heated. The effeé 
of this treatment was furprifing both to the 
patient and myfelf.. ‘The pain, which had 
been coniftant before preflure was employed, 
ceafed from the time of drefling till five 
o'clock on the following morning; but from 
that time it gradually increafed till noon, 
when the dreflings were renewed. The caufe 
of this occurrence now became manifeft; for, 
upon opening the bandage, more than a tea- 
cup-full of matter was difcharged from the 
different finufes. I drefled the limb as before, 
cutting holes for the efcape of the matter op- 
‘potite to two of the chief finufes. I defired the 
patient to put his leg to the ground, in order 

| to 
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to afcertain the effe& of the perpendicular 
pofition when the veflels were fupported ; and 


he experienced no inconvenience. ‘This day 
pailed, as the former, without pain; and; as 
the matter poured into the finutes readily 
efcaped, he had no uneafinefs fromvits deten- 
tion. I recommended him to fit up, and put 
his leg to the ground feveral times in the day, 
in order to accuftom it to that pofition. After 


[had dreffed it on the third morning, the pa- . 


tient itood up, and took two or three fteps 
very feebly ; but this was rather the effec of 
general weaknefs than of particular infirmity in 
the difeafed limb. J now advifed him to go 
a little way out of town in’a carriage. ‘The 
air and exercife, together with ‘the freedom 
from pain, produced a very beneficial effect. 
He began to recover his appetite, flept at 
night, and acquired fo much ftrength, that he 


was able in a week to go about his houfe, ‘and: 


to refume his attention to bufinefs. The dif- 
charge from the finufes was very trifling, and 
the fores looked much better. The patient 
mow undertook to drefs his leg himéelf, 
and hired’ a lodging out of town, fo that 
T only faw him occafionally. His limb was 

fo 
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fo much amended in the courfe of a fortnight, 
that. it) caufed: no» more trouble than that of 
daily drefling.. But:his health was not! good. 
His countenance had the fame exprefliom of 
inefs as,when 1 firit faw him; ‘his tongue 
was white and dry; his bowels coftive ; and 
the ftools of an unhealthy colour.>) I there-_ 
fore recommended him to take:again thefame 
medicines which I had:formerly ordered hint. 
His health now improved; ‘his tongue became 
moittér, and lefs furred:; the bowels-more re- 
gular; and the, feces. coloured with a more’ 
healthy» bile. | He continued: recoyering till 
the middle of April, when:he began 'to com+ 
plain of the trouble: of applying: the fticking- 
plaifter, and -ufed ‘the’ calico roller alones <I 
did not fee him for three weeks, and: then 
found him in\a very defponding -ftate.' “He 
complained of the tedioufnefs: of his confine- 
‘ment, which had Jafted: more than half a) year, 
and) faid. that he would ‘willingly fubmit’'te 
have the finufes laid open, if that would make 
him well. I found his leg well, excepting 
two orifices near the tibia; three ulcers, which © 
formed the apertures of as many finufes, had 

healed ; 
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healed; the outline of ‘the bone could be 
diftinétly felt; and there was no alteration of 
it in form or fize.. J was unable at firft to — 
account for this defpondency under fuch fa- 
-vourable circumitances ; but I foon difcovered | 
that. it was the effect of hypochondriafifm. 
For his tongue was much furred and dry; and 
at the fame time that he left off the bandage, 
he had alfo difcontinued his medicines. I 
urged him to return to them immediately ; 
and called on him again in ten days, when he 
perceived clearly the abfurdity of his late de- 
fpondency, as well as its caufe, He called on 
me on the loth of July, with a new fwelling — 
near the upper part of the tibia, which threat- 
ened to form an abfcefs, fimilar to thofe 
which: had formerly taken place. I covered 
the limb with the bandage of fticking-plaifter, 
as at firft. The new difeafe difappeared en- 
tirely; and the old ones were fo much. bene- 
_ fited by the exact and equal preflure, that the 
patient felt no difference between the found 
and the: affected limb. ‘The ulcers gradually 
healed, and his health is better than it has 
been for fome years: yet ftill there is an evi- 
| dent 
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dent. tendency to diforder of the digeftive 
organs, 


If upon an exténfive and accurate examina-. 
tion of the fubjeé&t it were to appear that — 
many very peculiar and very diflimilar local 
difeafes originate from a common caufe, namely 
from weaknefs and irritability of the*fyftem | 
in general, our enquiry would be further ex- 
tended; and we fhould feel anxious to know 
whether fimilar caufes may not operate in 
the production of more common and more 
frequent local’ diforders. As far as my late 
obfervations have enabled. me to determine, 
that ftate of the digeftive organs, which I 
confider as denoting conftitutional diforder, 
exifts prior to the formation of.a carbuncle ; 
and is exacerbated during the progrefs of 
that difeafe. This opinion indeed will appear 
probable, if we confider the kind of perfons 
‘who are attacked with carbuncles, and the 
confiderable derangement of health, which 
even a trivial local difeafe of this nature occa- 
fions. I fhall mention but one cafe in fup- 

port 
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port of this. opinion, though J, have,» made — 


fimilar remarks in feyeral other inftances,..., 


/ 


| Pattended a:gentleman,. who -was-afflicted 
with carbuncles, during three :fucceffive.at- 


tacks, at the interval of about a year between — 


each, I made an incifion through the) imdu- 
yated fkin, down to. the fubjacent floughy 
cellular fubtiance, and thus brought the local 
diféafe to a crifis. ‘This treatment was. fuffi- 


cient in the two firft attacks; the éxtenfion 


of the difeafe was. prevented); the; floughs 
feparated, and) the wound ‘healed... The pa- 
tient, whofe mode of life was intempefate, 
had cough; difficult refpiration ; fullnets and 


tendernefs of the parts fituated in the) epi- — 


gaftric region; unhealthy fecretion of bile; 


and in fhort, all thofe fymptoms which denote ~ 


avery confiderable degree of diforder of the © 


digeftive organs: it is probable indeed . that 
feme organic difeafe of the .chylopoietie vil- 
wera exifted. After he had recovered from 


the — 


| 
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the carbuncle, I told him that the moft im- 
portant difeate ftill exifted; and ‘urged him 
to be attentive to his diet, and to the direc- 
tions of his medical attendants. He fti]l how- 
ever continued to live intemperately, and 
his difordér increafed. He was indeed nearly 
dying from difeafed viicera,’ when he was 
attacked with carbuncle for the third. time. 
The divifion of the parts produced a tempo- 
rary ceflation of the difeafe; but it began 
again to {pread in every direction from its 
circumference, and he died. 


It will not, I belicve, be doubted, \ that 
boils ‘are a flighter degree, with fome varia- 
tion, of the fame difeafe, which’ caufes an- 
-thrax and carbuncle; and it is almoft unnecef- 
fary to remark, that fome perfons are fub- 
ject to a fucceflive formation of very large 
and troublefome boils from the leaft irrita- 
tion of the fkin. Ihave feen many perfons 
thus affected ; and there has been in every, 
inftance diforder of the digeftive organs, the 
correction of which has prevented the return 
of thefe vexatious local difeafes. “One pen- 

falas tleman, 


| 
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tleman, who had been tormented for many’ ) 
years by the quick fucceffive formation of 


boils as large as eggs, has been free from 
them for fome years; though he has had 
other diforders which “denote fuch a con- 
dition of the conftitution, as it has been my 
objec to defcribe in this paper. 


I have remarked in. many inftances that 
difeafes of the abforbent glands, fuch as are 
ufually and juftly denominated fcrofula, oc- 
curring in adults, have apparently originated 
from the diforder which I have defcribed. In 


feveral cafes the local difeafe was of long 


duration, and had become worle rather than 
better under various plans of medical treat- 
ment; yet it amended regularly, and fome- 
times even quickly, in proportion as the ftate 
of. the digeftive organs was corrected. { 


need not detail any cafes on this occafion, 


fince every furgeon muft know them fami- 
liarly. The patients are commonly fent to 
the fea-fide, or into the country ; where en- 
larged glands fubfide, and thofe which have 
fuppurated and ulcerated heal; and the local 

difeafe 
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- difeafe recovers, in proportion as the health 
in general is amended. | 


There are cafes of fcrofulous difeafes oc- 
curring fuddenly, -and in various parts of 
the body at the fame time, which feem to 
- originate in that ftate of health, which is 
occafioned by diforder of the digeftive organs. 
I have chiefly obferved thefe cafes in chil- 
dren; and they have followed fome violent 
febrile affection. In two cafes which I fhall 
particularly mention, the {mall-pox was the 
antecedent difeafe. I have already ftated, 
that when the health has been confiderably 
difordered by fome violent difeafe, the digefi- 
ive organs may become fubfequently affected ; 
and that this diforder proves a caufe of many 
_ fecondary difeafes. 


CAS E: 


“A child of two years old had the fmall- 
pox, from which he did not feem to recover, 
but, on the contrary got into a very bad ftate 

of 
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of health. The abforbent glands on the right 
fide of the neck became: enlarged in fuccef- 
fion, fo as to form altogether a very confi- 
derable tumour, which extended. down to 
the collar bone. -The axillary glands then 
became affeéted in the fame manner; the 
fwelling was‘ unufually, great, and feemed to 
extend under the pectoral mufcle, elevating it, 
and forming by this means) a continuation of 
tumour, with the glands of the neck. . Thefe 
fwellings had partially fuppurated, and had 
broken in two places, viz. in the neck, and 
about the margin of the pectoral mufcle: but 
‘no relief followed; on the contrary, the mafs 
of difeafe feemed to be rapidly increafing. 
The child was bowed forwards, fo that the 
{pine was much curved in the loins; th® left 
leg appeared paralytic; and a’ {welling:was 
perceived in the abdomen, which I could not 
but afcribe to an enlargement of the external 
iliac glands. The child was extremely ema- 
ciated; his fkin felt hot and dry; his tongue 
was covered with a brown fur; andthe ftools 
were black and highly offenfive. ..As there 
was no expeciation that he could furvive this 


defperate 


ae 
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defperate ftate, thofe medicines only. were — 
pretcribed that feemied likely to correét the 
fiate of the digeftive organs; fuch as .occa- 
fional dofes of calomel and rhubarb. A ftriG 
attention to diet was, alfo. recommended; 
Under this treatment the, ftools gradually 
became. natural, and the tongue clean. , The 
difeafe feemed to ftop immediately.. As.the 
health was reftored, the. {wellings., rapidly, 
| fubfided ; and the child; became one.of the 
healchiet and. ftoutett of the family. 


SIRO 


CASE, 

A female child, after having had the fmall 
pox, got. into bad health from diforder of 
the .digeftive organs. She was then fuddenly 
attacked with a fcrofulous affection of the 
knee and elbow of the oppofite fides of the 
body.. Two colleGions of fluid had taken 
place beneath the fafcia of the leg and thigh. 
‘The joints..were greatly enlarged, and the 
fwelling was apparently caufed by an increafe 
in the fize of the bones. Had J fecn either 
: | M Oh ag 
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joint, asa fingle cafe of difeafe, I fhould have 
faid that it would leave the child a cripple- 
It was manifeft, in the prefent inftance, that 
thefe difeafes were the confequence of ill- 
health ; and that the firft object was to correé 
the general diforder of the fyftem The func- 
tions of the digeftive organs, which were de- 
ranged, were reftored to their natural ftate, by 
employing the fame diet and medicines which 
had been fo fignally fuccefsful in the preceding 
cafe. By thefe means the health was re-efta- 
blifhed, and the local difeafes gradually dif- 
appeared. 


I have heard it remarked by furgeons of 
great experience, that patients often recover 
when many fcrofulous difeafes appear at — 
the fame time; although fome of them may 
be fo confiderable, that they would feem 
to warrant amputation had they appeared 
‘ fingly. . The cafes which I have related 
afford a moft clear and {fatisfactory account 
of the mode of recovery. General irritation 
and weaknefs bring on difeafes, to which 
perhaps a pre-difpofition’ may exift, in feveral 
parts 
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parts of the body; thefe ceafe when oeait 
seecitliig caule is removed. 


After having attempted to fhew that pfeu- 
do-fyphilitic and many other non-defcript 
difeafes arife apparently -from the >itate \of 
the conititution, and. that carbuncle and {cro- 
fula are fometimes confequences of the famé 
caufe; it may be enquired, whether all thefe 
various, affections originate from a’ fimilar 
diforder of the general health. If the fame 
general difturbance of the health can pro- 
duce, a great many. varieties of local” dif- 
eafe, it may produce many others, and even 
every variety *. If the actions of any, part 
of the, body are excited by accidental caufes, 
it may be reafonably inferred that, in a ftate of 
health, they will be fimple and common, unlefs 
the ftimulant is of a peculiar nature. But if 
thefe actions are fpecific and difeafed, we natu- 
‘rally conclude that the caufe of their becoming 


* Even in cancer, diforder of the digeftive organs appears to 
beantecedent to the local difeafe, and aggravated by its exiftence ; 
but whether this diforder be the effect or caule of the conftitu- 
_ ional diathefis cannot be at prefent determined. 


Mi2 fo 


164 ON DISORDERS 


fois conftitutional. The occurrence of fimilar 
local difeafes in different parts of the body; 
furnifhes an additional proof that the caufe 
of fuch. difeafes is conttitutionak But ‘al- 
though the cafes related in this paper natu+ 
rally fuggeft an opinion that there is’ fome 
conttitutional. caufe’ for the production of 
local difeafes, they do not ‘amount to a com* 
plete proof.\> Indeed I have never invefti~ 
gated. this: «point: particularly, though-at’ pp 
feryes:and admits of examination. ') tol tol) 

‘The fabjea” may bel ‘Viewed in mp 
way Doweaknefs Vand! irritability: “occurring 
ringvron ‘thofe local difeafes, (to ‘which’ a 
pre-difpofition exits +> and thence the: con 
tnexion ‘which have obferved of ‘fuch. difeafes 
avith’ impaired health may be accounted ‘for. 
The cafes contained in this :paperare;in'my- 
opinion, ‘infufficient’ to «determine: whether 
the conftitutional  difordéris to be regarded 
as the exciting or the atime imaek caule of 
the local difeate. 


T have alfo. obferved that difeafes of par- 
fiowlar organs feem -to originate, in many 
inftances, 
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inftances, from diforder of the fyftem in gene- 
ral. The teftis:of the male fubjecét, and 
breaft of the female, have furnifhed me with 
examples of this obfervation. In the’ cafes 
to which I allude, the teftes were alternately 
affected, enlarging confiderably, and then 
fubfiding *. I have met with numerous 
and interefting cafes of fuch difeafes of the 
breaft; however, the relation of a few will 
be fufficient to inform the reader of all that 
1 know concerning this fubject.. ; 


CASE, 
A lady came to London, to fubmit to the 
removal of a difeafed breaft, if it fhould be 
judged neceflary. The difeafe had exifted for 


more than two years. The breaft of the af- 
fected fide was one third larger than the 


* The caufe which excites and maintains alternate irritation 
atid difeafe of the teftes, generally refides in the urethra; but 
there was no difeafe of that part, in the cafes which I now 
mention. The patients firft became unhealthy, and diforder 
of the teftes followed, Similar affections are not uncommon 
in pfeudo-fyphilis. 


other ; 
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other; indurated in feveral parts; and fo 
much enlarged and hardened in one place, that 
this might have been taken for a diftinct tu- 
mour ona hafty and inattentive examination *. 
This part was fituated near the margin of the 
pectoral mufele. The difeafe had refitted the 
various means employed with a view to dif- 
perfé it, fuch as leeches, lotions, mercurial 
ointment, &c. It was occafionally painful, 
and caufed the patient fo much mental anxiety, 
that the furgeon; who attended her in the 
country, thought it fhould be removed. The 
mammary gland of the oppofite fide was far 
from being in a perfectly healthy ftate ; which 
circumftance appeared to forbid an operation, 
fince the fame difeafe might take place after- 
wards in the oppofite breaft. ‘The patient's 
general health was much impaired, her tongue 
was furred, her appetite deficient, her digeftion — 


* Tt may not be improper to obferve here, for the inftruction 
of the younger part of the profeffion, that if a breaft containing 
a portion which is particularly indurated be examined with 
the points of the fingers placed circularly, the difeafe will feel 
like a feparate tumour; but i the flat furface ef the fingers be 
‘moved over it, its true nature w 3] become manifett. 


imperfet : | 
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imperfect ; the biliary fecretion was difordered, 
and the bowels coftive. I ordered her to take 
a compound calomel pill every other night, 
five grains of rhubarb half an hour before 
dinner, andthe infufion of gentian with fenna, 
fo as to procure a. fufficient evacuation of the 
bowels daily. Linen moiftened in water was 
applied to the part in the evening, or when. it 
felt painful and heated. ‘This plan of treat- 


ment reduced the bulk of the difeafed gland | | 


by at leaft one third in the courfe of a fort- 
night. ‘The patient went afterwards into the 
country, {till employing the fame medicines ; 
and was entirely free from the difeafe in three 
months, though fhe felt occafional fhooting 
pains, which probably indicated that her 
health was not completely re-eftablifhed, 


CASE, 


A lady confulted me on account of a con- 
fiderable {welling of the breaft, attended with 
much pain. It had come on fuddenly, and 


had been painful about a week ;- but fhe 
| thought 
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thought that a lump had exifted previous té 


- 
_ Pets 


this time. The principal tumour was on’ thé 4 


fide next the fternum, and was as large as an 


hen’s egg; it feemed to be diftinct, yet there 


was a general fwelling, with partial induration 
of the fubftance of the gland. ‘The tongue 
was furred, the bowels coftive, and the pulfe fre- 
quent ; and fhe was, to ufe her own expreflion, 
very nervous, I directed her to ufe the fame 
means as were mentioned in the preceding 
cafe. Small dofés of mercury a& beneficially 
on the bowels, by inducing regular and healthy 
feeretions ; and I know no better method of 
adminiftering it as a diicutient, ‘The general 
induration of the breaft’ and tnmefaétion of 
the integuments fubfided quickly under this 


treatment, and left the lump in the fame ftate. | 


which I fuppofed it to have been in before 
the attack of general {welling and pain. Inan- 
other week this apparently diftin& tumour was 
flattened on its furface, diminithed in fize, and 
confufed with the fubftance of the mammary 
gland, Its form varied each facceflive week ; 
it firtt became oblong, and afterwards feemed 
to feparate into two parts: but in lefs than 
fix weeks no trace of it could be felt, 


CASE, 
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CASE. 


A medical man, who refides i in thé country, 
brought his daughter to town for advice, — 
She had apparently a tumour in her left 
breait, between the nipple and the axilla; ‘i 
which part fhe had felt a good deal of pain, 
The fwelling was of very confiderable fize, 
and the breaft fo tender, that I could not 
exactly make out whether it-arofe ‘from dif- 
tinct tumour, om from a partial enlargement 
of the mammary gland. Want of time pre- 
vented the patient’s father from fhewing the 
cafe to another furgeon. I could only give 
him this opinion; that in the prefent cir- 
cumftances no one would think of ‘an opera- 
tion. trecommended the application of the 
lotio ammon. acetat. when the part felt heated ; 
and as the patient had diforder of the ftomach 
and bowels to a great degree, that the chief 
attention fhould be paid to the flate of thefe 
organs. A grain of calomel was directed to 
be taken every fecond night; rhubarb before 
dinner, and infus. gentian. and fenna, if . 


neceilary, 
| About 
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About two months afterwards, having oc- 
cafion to be in that part of the country-where 
the patient refided, I called on her. -Her 
father then told me that the {welling had 
fubfided confiderably, after his “daughter’s 
return in the country; and that of late he 
had not examined the complaint, as the told 
him fhe felt no uneafinefs from it. 


‘When I now examined the breaft, I could 
not perceive any difference between it and 
the other. No veftige was left of a diforder, 
which had been of fuch a magnitude, as to occa- 
fion confiderable alarm; a circumftance that ex- _ 
cited the greateft furprize in the mind of her 
father, who ‘was a practitioner of much ex- 
perience*, > 


Before I had paid attention to thofe com- — 
_ plaints which arife from, or are aggravated 
by conftitutional caufes, I could not have 
believed that fuch confiderable local difeafes, 
after refifting various topical and general 


* Ihave alfo known cafes of induration and fuppuration of 
the falivary glands, apparently caufed by the fame general dif- 
erder, and cured by the fame treatment. 

: means, 
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means, fhould give way fo readily and com- 
pletely to fmall dofes of medicine. It is only 
by confidering the manner in which. this 
effect is produced, that the fubject can _ be. 
placed in a proper point of view. 


An attention to the ftate of the bowels 
is indifpenfably neceflary, even in the com- 
mon practice of furgery. <A fimple cut of 
the finger frets into a bad phagedeenic fore, 
which refifts every local remedy fo long, that 
amputation is at laft propofed. ‘This is the 
confequence of bad health, which in its 
turn is aggravated by the irritation of the 
fore. ‘The patient has a furred tongue, with 
other fymptoms of difordered digeftive organs. 
An attention to this diforder corrects the 
painful ftate of the fore, which now heals. 
rapidly under fimple drefflings. 


A patient has a diforder in the urethra, 
almoft too trivial for furgical attention; yet 
producing much inconvenience. The fun¢- 
tions of the digeftive organs are impaired, 
and he is hypockondriacal. He confults a 
phytfician, 


172 - ON DISORDERS 


phyfician,.under whofe care, his general health — 


is amended, and. he no longer feels or thinks 
of the local difeafe. 


} 


An eryfipelatous: inflammation of the leg — 


is imputed to fome trivial caufe; as for in- 
ftance a gnat-bite. Jt becomes worfe under 


the common remedies. The health has been ~ 


long declining, and the chylopoietic. vifcera 
are obvioufly deranged. The eryfipelas. is 


quickly. cured by medicines prefs vis 
that diforder. 


A patient fuppofes that his knee is ftrained ; 
for pain and infammation of the joint fud- 
denly come on, with depofition of fluid into 
the articular cavity; this attack is attended 
with fever, furred tongue, and unnatural dif- 
charges from the bowels.  Leeches, cooling 
wafhes, and poultices, in fhort, all topical 
applications are unavailing. It is aeafe of 
theumatic inflammation, for which a phyfi- 
cian is confulted. Five: or fix weeks elapfe 


without any abatement: of the difeafe, the 


patient being almoft unable to ftir in bed. 


An | 
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An alteration in the health fuddenly. takes 
place; ‘the tongue ‘becomes clean; and there 
is nd longerany pain inithe! knee. !/cAll the 
fluid tis: abforbed ofroni: the joint mi itwo days; | 
and the patient ~walks about this ‘chamber: 
Or*there may aGtually have been fome/local 
injury; but the confequences are very: cons 
fiderable' and violent, and quite incommen> 
furate'to the caufe.) Such occurrences»camenly 
be affigned by!imputing: the effects to:the ftate 
of the chealth in general. «I could relateia 
great number of cafes to iluftrate this: fub> 
ject, but it ‘doesnot feem 'to:me ‘to sa vany 
further “RR » oved Dana. esieshib 


\ 5 
i} Lie yr 


T again Yabeat at ie dolnchulion of “this :fece — 
tion, that though I admit the poffibility:of the 
exiftence of difeafes firictly local, and have ad- 
duced fome inftances of them, I confider the 
difeafes, which I have been defcribing, to arife 
from diforder of the health in general, which is 


* As operations are injuries, fo we ought not to perform them 
when the conftitution is in this ftate. Icould relate feveral 
inftances of the wounds made in operations, affuming Sor 
actions from fuch a ftate of the conftitution. 


often 
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often caufed, though fometimes merely aggras 
vated, by diforders of the digeftive organs; 
and it follows, if this view of the fubject be 
correct, that fuch difeafes may fometimes 
exift, without any manifeft diforder of the — 
digeftive organs. The diforders of thefe vif- 
cera may act in a two-fold manner on the 
conftitution; they may be the caufe of an_ 
impure or imperfect ftate of the blood, and 
they may caufe or aggravate nervous irrita- — 
bility. Whether in confequence of fuch_ 
effects they are to be regarded as the predif- 
pofing, as well as the exciting caufes of fuch 
difeafes as I have defcribed, is an enquiry very 
worthy of inveftigation; but it does not ap- 
pear tome to be determinable by the seg 

which have been recited. a 


CASES. 


i el dhe! sAibe 


Secrion Y. 


Diforders of parts which have a continuity of fur- 
face with the alimentary canal. 


I had formerly obferved ‘fpafmodie ftric- 
tures of the cefophagus to ‘difappear under 
various modes of treatment, in’a manner 
which I did not underftand. Mercury feemed 
to effeét the cure in three inftances. Many 
cafes have occurred to me lately, in which 
the irritation in the cefophagus feemed’ to 
be firft excited and afterwards maintained 
by diforder of the digeftive organs. It will 
be readily allowed, that fpatmodic ftrictures 
of the cefophagus, when long continued, may 
caufe a thickening in the affected part of the 
tube, and thus the {tri¢ture may become perma~ 
nent. One inftance will be fufficient to ilhat- 
: trate 
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trate and verify this view of the fubject ; ifs 
deed I merely with to excite attention to this 
fubject, for lam incompetent to give an opinion . 
as to the frequency or degree, in which affec- 
tions of the flomach produce thefe diforders. 


CCS, 


A lady, who had been in. bad health for 
many years, and was fuppofed by her medi- 
cal attendants to have a ftricture. of the cefo~ 
phagus, became at lait incapable of fwallow- 
ing any feod, except in very {mall quantities ; 
fhe was. even ‘then. obliged to. drink, fome 
fluid after each morfel, to facilitate its defcent 
dato the ftomach. Seme mucus and blood 
refe into the mouth after vomiting, which 
wery generally followed the ‘taking of food, 
Under thefe circumftances, |I was requefted 
to, pafs a bougie, in order to afcertain the ftate 
of the cefophagus; but I declined this exami- 
nation, on account of the, diforder which 
exifled in the, ftomach. The tongue was 
greatly furred; the parts in the epigaftric 

region 
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region véry tender: the bowels much difor- 
dered; the fecretion of bile either very unna-) 
tural, or entirely wanting; every fymptom, 
in thort, which indicates'an aggravated form 
of diforder of the digeftive organs, exifted | 
in a ftriking degree. The ftomach and bow- 
' els were ‘brought into a better ftate by fuch 
medical. attentions as I have already fe’ often 
defcribed ; and the cefophagus partook of 
this amendment: for moderately fized mor- 
fels of food could now be fwallowed with- 
out the neceflity of wafhing them down by 
liquids. The general health alfo. improved, 
and fhe became fat. . But the diforder of :the 
digettive. organs, which had been) of long 
continuance, was not completely fubdued ; 
(he was ftill fubject to relapfes, and in fome 
of thefe the difficulty of deglutition again 
occurred. . 


The throat and mouth are the parts next 
in order; but it is unneceflary. to relate addi- 
tional cafes under this head: fome of. the 
inftances already recorded will. be  fufficient 
to confirm my fentiments on’ this fubject, 

N and 
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and the propriety of the pra@ice which I have 
recommended. 


That difeafes of the nofe may be caufed 
or aggravated by irritation arifing from the 
ftomach is a propofition, which will, [ think, 
be readily granted. Indeed it feems furprifing 
that the operation of this caufe has been 
{o little adverted to in books of furgery; fince 
the phenomena which preve the fact are fo 
well known. Are the monttrous nofes, caufed 
by exceffive drinking of vinous and {fpiritu- 
ous liquors, to be otherwife accounted for, 
than by irritation arifing from the ftomach? 
And do not worms in children caufe a teazing 
fenfation in the extremity of the nofe? | 
had feen in private practice, feveral cafes of 
irritation and {welling of the end of the nofe, 
in fome inftances accompanied with {mall ulcer 
ations of the pituitary membrane. In thefe 
cafes, the {kin over the nofe, which was tumid, 
became rough and difcoloured: the middle of 
the difcoloured part became found ; whilft the 
circumference retaining its morbid actions, the 
difeate there fpread inafmall degree. In thefe 

| | “Fears cafes 
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cafes the tongue was furred; and there were evi- 
ident indications of diforder in the ftomach and 
bowels. The difeafe was checked, and cured, 
by attention to this diforder. 1 was ftrongly 
imprefled with the opinion, that if thefe cafes 
had been neglected, they would have termi- 
nated in that herpetic ulceration, which fo 
often affects the end of the nofe. I have alfo 
feen feveral inftances of that herpetic ulcera- 
tion in its confirmed ftate more materially — 
benefited by medical attention to corre& the 
diforder of the digeftive organs than by any 
local application: and I feel confident that 
it may be frequently cured by fuch endea- 
vours, . 


I have obferved, in all the cafes of that 
noifomeé and intraétable difeafe, ozena, which 
have come under my care lately, that the 
ftomach and bowels have been difordered; 
and more benefit has been obtained by endea- 
vouring to bring thefe organs into a healthy 
fiate, than by all the local applications which 
had been previoully tried... I ftated to a medi- 
cal friend my opinions, refpecling one patient 
| N 2 who 


180 ON DISORDERS 


who came from the country, and begged 
to know the effect of the treatment which 
I had propofed. He informed me, after fome 

months, that he had not been able to fucceed | 
in correcting the vifceral diforder; and»after 
relating the means which had been ufed, he 
adds, “The patient was now ‘attacked with 
a bilious diforder, to which fhe had formerly 
been fubje&t, and for which I gave her fix 
grains of calomel in a bolus, which foon 
relieved her. During this attack’ the -nofe 
feemed well; there was no fetor in the dif- 
charge, and fhe recovered her fenfe of fmel- 
ling.” However the difeafe returned after- 
wards as before. ) 


-/» In “farther confirmation of the opinion, that 
difeafes of the nofe depend much upon the ftate 
of the ftomach, [ thall mention the cafe of a 
~ woman, who had a difeafe of the nofe, which I 
expected would, at leaft, prove very tedious and 
very troublefome, but which got well {peedily 
under fimple dreflings, in corifequence, as 
appeared, from the effect of internal medi- 


cines. 


CASE. 
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CASE. 


‘This patient was between thirty and forty | 
years of age; had a furred tongue, bowels 
alternately coftive and lax, and their difcharges ~ 
difcoloured. An enlargement of the left ala 
nafi, caufed by a great thickening of the parts 
covering and lining the cartilage, had gradually 
taken place. The {kin was difcoloured, and 
an ulcer, about the fize of a fixpence, had 
formed on the under furface of the ala. The 
fore was deep, with a floughing furface, and 
uneven and {preading edges. Spermaceti ce- 
rate was employed as a drefling; and the ex- 
ternal {kin was frequently bathed with Gou- 
Jard’s wafh. She was ordered to take inter- 
nally five grains of rhubarb an hour before 
dinner, five grains of the pil. hydrarg. every 
fecond night, and the infufion of gentian with | 
fenna occafionally. The fore ceafed to f{pread, 
the {welling gradually fubfided, and all difeafed 
appearances were removed in the courfe of a 
month. The patient alfo found her health 
confiderably amended. 

In 
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In moft cafes of deafnefs, there i is probably 
a ftate of irritation, and a tendency 1 to inflam- 
mation, throughout the paflages of the ear. 
The external meatus is unufually fenfible, the 
fecretions being either fupprefied, or difcharged 
in an unnatural quantity, The lining of the 
euftachian trum pet 1s thickened ; and hence it 
becomes partially obttruded. Tt mutt be ad- 
mitted that fuch a flate of the organ is likely 
to be aggravated by a caufe, Ww hich maintains 
Or produces irritation in the note. W hen 
- dullnefs of hearing alfo depends ona torpid 
{tate of the nerves, it may be caufed by the 
fame circumftance, which iS known to affedt 
the fenfibility of other nerves. a 


Indeed, 1 haye remarked that the hearing 
of many perfons has confiderably varied with 
the ftate of their health in general; fo that I 
felt no furprife from the occurrence related i in 
the following cafe. | , 


A gentleman applied to me on account of — 
fome pfeudofyphilitic {ymptoms, which I told 
him would gradually become well. Wd advifed 

him, 


{ 
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him, at the fame time, to be particularly at- 
tentive to the fiate of his digeftive organs, 
which were generally difordered by the effects 
of the poifon. He took five grains of the pil. 
hydrarg. every fecond or third night. The 
diforders for which he had confulted me were 
all removed in the courfe of two months; 
when I received a letter from him, faying, 
that he thought it a duty he owed to me and 
to the public to inform me, that the lenient 
courfe of mercury, which I had recommended, 
had cured him of a confiderable degree of 
habitual deafnefs. | | 


It is well known that ophthalmy frequently 
arifes from conftitutional caufes; and in fuch 
cafes the digeftive organs are generally de- 
ranged. ‘The health will be moft {peedily 
reftored, and the local difeafe moft effectually 
diminifhed, by correcting the difordered ftate 
of the abdominal vifcera. There is no ne- 
ceffity for enlarging upon this fubject; yet it 
_ may be ufeful to ftate what I have obtferved 
re{pecting thofe ophthalmies, which take place 
fubfequently to gonorrheea, and which have 

generally 
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generally been afcribed to a retropulfion of 
_ that diforder, or to the accidental application — 
of the difcharge to the furface of the eye. In — 
the worft of the cafes which I have feen 
lately there was confiderable rednefs and irri- 
tability of the eye, lafting nearly a fortnight. 
The digeftive organs were deranged in all the 
cafes to which I allude; and. I attribute the 
‘comparative well-doing of thefe patients to 
‘the attention which was paid to their correc- 
tion, and to tonic and. fiimulating applica- 
tions, as a folution of .zincum vitriolatum to 
the furface of the globe, and unguentum hy- 
drargyri nitrati to the eyelids. In other cafes, 
which I had formerly been witnefs to, where 
evacuations by bleeding and purging, &c. 
were employed, the diforder was extremely 
obftinate ; nay feveral patients loft their fight. 


That cutaneous difeafes* are much con- 
nected with the ftate of the ftomach, is. gene- 


rally 


* It may perhaps be right to advert to the dire@ and fudden 
fympathy which exifts between the fkin and the ftomach. In 
affeGtions of the latter organ, the fkin is dry and cold, moift and 
cold, 


¥, 1 
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tally known. Hence various medicines have 
been recommended to correct diforders of that 
wifcus, with the view of removing the more 
evident, but confequent difeafe of the {kin. 
The account, which I have given of diforders 
of the digetiive organs, may lead to a more 
rational and lefs empirical treatment, and to 
the more. juft appreciation of the value and 
mode of action of remedies, which are fanc- 
tioned by experience. It is almoit fuperfluous 
to relate any cafe to authenticate fo well 
-known a fact; the following, however, may 
be found interefting and inftructive. 


iethe patient in St. Bartholomew’s hofpital 
had an herpetic difeate of the {kin, This had 


cold, hot and dry, or moift and dry; and it fuddenly changes 

- from the one to the other condition, as the ftate of the ftomach 
varies. ‘When the digeftive organs are difordered, the irritable 
ftate of the ikin is manifefted by the effects of blifters and other 
irritating applications. A blifter produces a tormenting local 
difeafe, and even a Burgundy pitch plafter caufes extenfive 
erythema. Indeed, when the conftitution is irritable, all the 
modes of counter-irritation, which furgeons employ under other 
circumftances with fuccefs for the eure of local difeafes, are 
likely to do harm; and thus thefe curative methods obtain dif- 
eredit in confequence of their ill-timed employment. 


healed 
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healed in the middle, and fpread in the cir- 


cumference to fuch a degree, that it occupied 


nearly the whole length of the leg, and in- 
cluded two thirds of its cirewmference. ‘The 
fkin had recovered a moderately found ftate 
in the centre. ‘The difeafe was propagated in 
the circumference by an ulceration, which 
threw out a projecting and firm fungus of a 
tawny colour, of about half an inch in 
breadth, A {mall groove or channel feparated 
this fungus from the furrounding inflamed 
fkin, which had not yet ulcerated. A fimilar 
difeafe oceupied the back part of the arm ; 
this was of an oval figure, and refembled, in 
every cireuniftance, that which I have already 
defcribed upon the leg. Thefe difeafes had 
exifted for nearly two years, and continued to 
{pread in oppofition to every mode of treat- 
ment, Mercury had been employed, even to 


-falivation, without any marked alleviation of 


the local complaint. I immediately perceived 
that the digeftive organs were greatly de- 
ranged: upon correcting this diforder, the 


fkin furrounding the difeafe became pale ; and - 


all difpofition to fpread éeated. The fungus, 
| however, 


Ss 
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however, {till projected, and did not heal; it 
was therefore drefied with a weak folution of 
kali arfenicatum. ‘This remedy feemed to 
fubvert the difeafed actions, which had pro- 
duced the fungus ; {o that, in lefs than two 
months, the patient was difcharged from tae 
hofpital per fectly well, » 


I have feen fimilar ste difeafes, of 
much lefs extent, fucceed to the abforption of 
matter from fores upon the genitals. Thete 
have got well when the patient has gone into 
the country, and appeared again when he has 
returned to town. They have healed under 
a courfe of mercury, and broken out again 
when it was difcontinued. 


In this review of diforders, occurring in 
parts having a continuity of furface with the 
digeftive organs, I have traced them from the 
ftomach, Another fet of difeafes may ori- 
pinate from the fame fource. ‘The large i in- 
teftines fuffer more in advanced flages of thefe 
diforders than the {maller ones; hence difor- 
ders of the rectum, and particularly many 
BO Cork irritable 
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irritable difeafes about the orifice of that bowel, 
ate. deducible from this caufe. I thall. not, 
however, prolong ithe account by the rela- 
tion of cafes; but content myfelf with 
affuring the reader, tifat the opinion has been 
derived from facts, and not from preconceived 
notions of the operation of fuch diforders. 


SECTION 


(eapegt '} 
SoE CT LON Fu: 


IN this Se&ion I thall mention, what.in- 
formation I have obtained by diflection,, rela; 
tive to the caufation of other difeafes by thofe 
of the digeftive organs... ‘The reciprocal fym- 
pathy, which exifts between the brain and 
the \digettive organs, is generally admitted ; 
but ‘the kind and the.degree of the. effects 
arifing from this fympathy, is not, perhaps, in 
general, ‘fufficiently underitood.., ‘Thefe: or- 
gans mutually increafe each other's, diforder ; 
till the affection of the fenforium leads to the 
greateft difturbance of the nervous fundétions, 
and even. of thofe, of the mind. | 


All this may happen without any. vifible 
difeafe of the brain. Dr. Kirkland. particu- 
darly directed the attention of medical men to 
nervous apoplexy; and the obfervations, which 
have been made fince that time,. have proved, 
that not only a general derangement of the 
| heey functions 
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functions of the nervous fyftem producing 
apoplexy, but alfo partial effects of a fimilar 


nature caufing hemiplegia and paralyfis, may © 


take place, without any vifible change of 
ftructure in the brain. I have met with nu- 
- merous inftances of this kind; but could not 
determine whether the affections were merely 
nervous, or whether they were produced, or 
aggravated by diforder of the digeftive organs. 
1 only know, that the patients died affe@ed by 
apoplexy, hemiplegia, or more local paralyfis, 
without any derangement in the evident ftruc- 
ture of the brain. I may alfo mention, that 
I formerly examined the brains of three per- 
fons who died in a comatofe ftate, in confe- 
quence of the metaftafis of rheumatifm. In 


thefe cafes no morbid appearance was ob= — 


ferved in the brain, except fome flight 
marks of inflammation of the pia mater. 
It therefore appears clearly to me, that  dif- 
order and abolition of the nervous functions 
may take place, without any organic affection 
ef the brain. The perfect recovery of pa- 
tients, which fometimes happens, after fuch 
diforders, may alfo be confidered as additional 

evidence 


a ee 
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evidence of there having been, in fach ims 
{tances, no organic difeate of the brain. 


There can be no doubt but that epilepfy 
may, in like manner, take place without any 
morbid alteration of the firudiure of the brain, 
or itsmembranes. Some of the perfons whofe 
heads were examined, without the difcovery 
of any difeafe of thofe parts, had been fubject 
to attacks like thofe of epilepfy.. Dr. Henry 
Frafer has, of late, publithed a decifive in- 
ftance in proof of this fact. A patient died 
of epilepfy, and his brain was examined with 

particular attention, ‘by Mr. Cooper, without 
any morbid alteration of ftru@ure being dif 
covered *. In general, however, morbid ap-: 
pearances are evident in the brains of thofe 
perfons who die of epilepfy. ‘Tubercles are 
mott frequently met with. There is, how- 
ever, a diforder of -ftructure which I with 
briefly to mention, as I do not find that it 
has been noticed. In two perfons, who died 
of epilepfy, I foiind the medullary fubftance 
of each hemifphere altered from its natural 


* See Frafer on Epilepfy, page 30" 
ftructture ; 


~ 
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ftru@ure; it had loft its natural firmnefs, and 
{moothnets of furface, and appeared like thick 
curdled cream. 


' Now; if diforder: of the digeftive organs: 
is capable of: caufing or aggravating nervous 
diforder, even to the production of thofe 
effects which have been mentioned, when. 
there is no. alteration of ftru@ure; it muft 
be granted that fuch a ftate of irritation of 
the fenforrum: may lay the foundation of an 
excitement of the vafcular ftructure: of the 
brain, and thus very frequently produce organic 
difeafe. When this has occurred, it, will ag- 
gravate and eftablifh the nervous. affection, 
and thus perhaps render it infufceptible of 
cure. | , 


. Such are the general obferyations which 
I have made, by means of anatomical enquiry, 
relative to thefe fubjects.. With ref{pect more 
e{pecially to the inveftigation of my prefent 
object, I have examined the bodies of fix 
patients, in whom. difeafe moft. certainly 
began in the abdominal vifcera, and was con- 

tinued, 
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tinued in them to the conclufion of their 
lives. Neverthelefs the patients feemed to die 
rather of nervous diforder, than of difeafe of 
the parts firft affected. One of the patients 
died affected with apoplectic {ymptoms, and 
five with hemiplegia. , 


In all thefe cafes the liver was greatly dif- 
eafed, and the bowels alfo exhibited difeafed 
appearances. In three of the cafes there was 
confiderable inflammation of the membranes 
of the brain; and a good deal of water in the 
ventricles. Intwo of them no morbid appear- 
ance of the brain was difcovered, I have alfo 
examined a child, who was fuppofed to have 
died of the hydrocephalus, accompanied by 
great diforder of the ftomach and bowels, | 
In this cafe the bowels were inflamed, the 
liver found, and the brain perfectly healthy 
in appearance; yet there had been fo 
great a diminution of fenfation and motion, 
as to leave no doubt of the exiftence of hy- 
drocephalus, I am aware, that great oppor- 
tunities of obfervation, accurate attention to 
the hiftory of difeafes, and anatomical exami- ' 

Oe. nation 
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nation of fatal cafes, are requifite to enable us 
to form juft notions relative to the prefent 
fubjec&t. I thought, however, that it might 
not be improper to ftate what had been the 
refult of my own enquiries by diffeétion, in 
order to promote a more general | attention to 
the Deh | 


Sian! my attention was firft direGed to the 
fubject of the fympathetic affections of other 
organs, which were caufed by the diforders 
of thofe concerned in digeftion, my primary 
object was to endeavour to atcertain, by dit- 
- fecdion, how far pulmonary difeafes originated 
from fuch a fource. I have, in the courfe of 
my enquiries, had feveral opportunities of ex- 
amining the bodies of patients who apparently 
died of phthifis, combined with difeates of tie 
digeftive organs. In thefe cafes both the hit- 
tory and diffection tended to prove, that the © 
chylopoietic vifcera were the feat of the ereat- 
eft and moft ettablifhed difeafe, and that the 
pulmonary affection was a fecondary diforder. — 

he liver was greatly difeafed, and the lungs — 
were alfo befet with tubercles; yet a con- © 
93 Ae es - fiderable 


| 
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Giderable portion of thofe organs was found. 
But diflections can never conclufively afcer- 
tain the truth of the opinions which 1 have 
ftated; for the fame difpofition to difeafe 
exiting inthe conititution may equally atlect 
both the pulmonary and digeftive organs. Nay, 
obfervations made in diffection in general, 
would tend to difprove the opinions alluded 
to; for difeafes of the lungs are very com- 
- monly met with in dead bodies, while thofe 
of the liver and bowels are much lefs frequent. 
Yet confiderable diforder of the digettive or- 
_ gans does exift, and may continue for many 
years, without any organic difeafe being appa- 
rent: itis poflible, therefore, that fuch diforder 
may excite difeafe of the lungs, and thus pro- 
duce a worfe difeafe in the latter organs, than 
what exifted in the former. In fhort, the opi- 
nions which I have mentioned, cannot be either 
afcertained or refuted by anatomical re- 
fearches alone. 


Accurate attention to the flate of the dige{- 
tive,organs may determine this important fub- 
ject, and lead to the prevention and cure of 
% Qe. | the 
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the fympathetic difeafes which I have men- 
tioned. The attention alluded to, is not of 
that general kind which adverts only to the 
quantity of the ingefta, and the periodical ex- 
pulfion of the egefta, but one that more ftriély 
obferves whether the vifcera are free from 
irritation, and whether their fecretions aré 
healthy or otherwife. My opportunities of 
acquiring practical information on this fubje& 
must neceflarily have been very limited; yet 
I have feen many cafes which, to me, appeared 
to prove, that pulmonary irritation fometimes 
proceeds from diforder of the digeftive or: 
gans. In fuch cafes of furgica]. difeafes, ac- 
companied by diforder of the digeftive organs, 
as have been related, I have occafionally ob- 
ferved a cough attended with expectoration 
to ceafe, upon the correction of the diforder 
of the digeftive organs. : 


A cafe, which happened about five years 
ago, ftrongly imprefled thefe opinions on my 
mind. A fervant of mine told me, that his 
wife was dying of a confumption, which had 
been rapidly increafing for fix months, and 


had 


\ 
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had baffled all attempts to relieye it.. Think- 
ing that I could procure her fome medical 
-affiftance from the hofpital, I;went to fee her. 
The cafe, however, feemed paft hope. She 
was extremely emaciated; her pulfe beat 140 
in a minute ; her face was flufhed; the had a 
mott diftrefling cough ; and {pit up more than | 
a pint of mucus, mixed with pusand ftreaked 
with blood, in twenty-four hours. The cir- 
cumftance, however, which moft difturbed 
her was a continual purging of black and. of- 
fenfive matter. She told me that the diforder 
of the bowels was the firft diforder ; that it 
had preceded the pulmonary affection, and, 
indeed, that it. was an habitual complaint. . I 
thought it unneceflary to trouble my medical 
friends in fo hopelefs a cafe; and ordered fome 
pills, containing one grain of opium, to ‘be. 
taken in fuch quantity as) was neceflary to: 
top the purging: As the informed me that 
the diforder began in the bowels, I added to 
each pill half a grain of calomel. By thefe 
means. the purging was fo much.checked, that, 
fhe did not find: it neceflary to. take more than 
two pills in twenty-four, hours; and whenthe - 

| had 
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had taken twelve, the mercury, very unex- 
pectedly, affected the mouth. From that pe- 


‘riod, the ftools became of a natural colour 


‘and ‘confiftence; the cough and expectoration 
ceafed ; and the was foon fufficiently recovered’ 
to go into the country; from whence ‘fhe Tre- 
turned apparently in good health. 


- Now if it were to be afcertained, that pul- 


‘monary irritation, which might of courfe pro~ 


duce pulmonary difeaie, fometimes arifes from’ 


diforder of the digeftive organs; it would be 
right to enquire farther, whether’ it produces 
fuch' effets, by the nervous diforder it occa 
fions, and by its operation’ on the health in 
general; or by means of a more immediate 


fympathy exifting between the pulmonary 
and digéeftive organs. I do’not mean to: in- 


finuate, by what has been faid, that pulmo- 
nary diféafes do not arife originally and idio- 
pathiéally ; but only to fuggeft that they may 
darife fympathetically, or in ‘confequence of 
diforder of the digeftive organs. The propor! 
tionate"number of cafes, in’ which they origi- 
nate in this manner, can only be determinéd 


‘by 


* 
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by very extenfive experience. That the fto= _ 
mach and bowels are difordered, during, the 


progrefs of phthifis, will, I conclude, be readily 
admitted ; and that an. attention to..correct 
fuch diforder is requifite, mutt be acknow- 
ledged, from what, has been, faid relative to 
the influence of fuch. treatment upon various 
local difeafes. 


The actions of the heart feem to me alfo 
to become difordered from fympathy with 
the ftomach. That, palpitations,. and feeble 
or intermitting actions. of that organ arife from 
this caufe, is proyed ‘by their ceafing, when 
the ftate of the ftomach becomes changed. 
The palpitations which take place after eat- 
ing, in cafes where the heart. is irritable, far- 
ther evince the fympathy which exifts between 
thefe organs. Surgeons are occafionally con- 
fulted on palpitations of the heart, which the 
patients miftake for aneurifms: I have feen 
many inftances, where the great degree of 
palpitation led to a belief, that fome organic 
affection exifted. This has ceafed on an amend- 
ment of the general health, apparently arifing 

| from 
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_ from an aimelioration of thé ftate of the digef- 
tive organs, and the patients have continued — 
in perfét health. I have not colle@ed any 
accurate narratives of the cafes that I have 
feen: none at Jeaft which I could properly 
prefent to the public as a proof of the fact. 
There is ‘nothing, however, of which I am 
more perfectly convinced; for I have felt it 
to be true inmyown perfon. After confider- 
able atid ‘iniifual fatipue; I was feized with 
pain, and a fenfation of ‘coldnefs in ‘the region 
of the ftomach. I had no appetite, and the 
biliary fecretion was fupprefféd)’ Whilft this 
diforder ‘continued; ‘which was for many 
weeks, my pulfe intermitted very frequently, 
and I was diftreffed w ith hypochondriacal fen-- 
fations. Upon an alteration in the ftate of the 
digeftive organs, and a renewal of the biliary 
fecretions, Which happened very fuddenly after 
taking five grains of the pil. hydrarg. my pulfe. 
became perfectly regular, and my mind ‘tran- 
quil. , 


~ The obfervations, which I have made in fur- 


gical cafes, Tead me alfo to ‘attribute many 
heemor- 
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rhages, and particularly thofe from the. nofe,’ 
to a fympathetic affection of the heart and 
arteries, excited by diforder of ie Se si 
0 ap | | | 


If fuch a ftate of the fyftem in. general, 
as | have defcribed, and which is manifefted 
by circumftances denoting the digeftive organs 
to be incan unhealthy tate, and the nervous 
fyftem to be likewife difordered,..may, in 
fome inftances, caufe various local difeafes 
of parts not effential to life, the care. of 
which, cuftom has configned to the. fur- 
geon; and may, in other imfiances, produce. 
diforders of organs effential to. our exiftence, 
the care of ;which is allotted to, the phy- 
fician ; the fubject muft be allowed to be of 
the higheft importance. Of late, indeed, I 
have been inclined to confider’thefe | circum- 
fiances as the caufe of the complicated 
difeafes which are met with inj man, fo 
much more frequently than in ‘animals. In 
man the brain is more fenfitive, and liable 
to be difordered by mental affections. In 
man the digeftive organs are liable to be-dif- 
ordered by fuumulating and unnatural diet, 

Sedentary 
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Sedentary habits and impure . air | co-operate 
to,aggravate thefe diforders. The. diforders 
of the brain and. digeftive organs..mutually. 
increafe each other; and thus a {tate of, con- 
-futution arifes, which is productive of the 
moft géneral and complex difeafess ;But éven 
thefe do not feem’ to me'to. be the mott cala-, 
mitous terminations of fuch caufes. . The: dif- 
order of the fenforium, excited and aggravated: 
by the means which have been defcribed; fre- 
_ quently affects the mind. The : operations: 
of the intellect become enfeebled, perplexed; 
and. perverted; the temper and difpofition 
irritable, unbenevolent, and defponding; the 
moral character and conduct appears: even 
liable to be affected by thefe. circumftances. 
The individual in this cafe is not the only 
fufferer, but the evil extends to his connec¥ 
tions and to fotiety. The fubject, therefore, ap- 
pears to me of fuch importance, that no apo- 
logy need be offered for this imperfect at- 
tempt to place it under general contem- 
plation *. | ! 


-® The ancients, who formed their jtidgment of the nature of 
diforders by obferying the excretions, denominated. an irritable 


I feel 
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I feel myfelf under great obligations to Mr 
Boodle, from whom, as I have mentioned in 
the preface, I firft derived thofe opinions. 
which are recorded in the foregoing pages. 
By this view of the fubje&, which he firft in- 
ftrucied me to take, I think I can perceive 
many circumftances relating to the caufes and 
effets of difeafes, which before would either 
have been very obfcuré, or not all diftinguith+ 
able. Mr. Boodle firft inftruéted'me how ‘to’ 
pe diforders of the  digeitive iho! Mote 
fintioticed even Pepi the patient's and pointed 
out to me what were the curative indication’ 
jn thele diforders. | Man y of ‘the’ cates, whith 
JT have’ related, thew how much faulty ac- 
tions’ of the liver contribute to éaule or ‘ag= 
pravate the general diforder, Therelief, whictt 


mequently arifes' from the renews! or cofreéé 

LST 
and | Rlefragding ftate of mind, Sstaceaidriatinn and when a 
more; fixed and _ irrational dejeCtion took place, they deemed it 
an atrabiliary diforder; and calied.¢ Melancholia. ‘There cam 
be'no doubt of the correctnefs of their obferva tious ;) for if the 
‘Wiforder began in the nervous fyfiem, it would generally, produce 
and become aggravated by that diforder oe the Geettive organs, 
from which they denominated if, Baediictisd “aha. | 
“i, tion 
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tion of the biliary fecretion, in thefe cafes, 


was the circumftance which at firft made the | 
greateft impreflion on his mind. I believe, 


however, that his opinions of the nature of 
the diforder of the digeftive organs, and its 


operation in the production of other difeafes, | 


have been, and are, very fimilar to thofe which 
L have delivered. Indeed, as we have lived 
in the moft unreferved communication of our 
fentiments, it is not probable, that our opi- 
nions are materially different. I have been 


very folicitous that Mr. Boodle fhould publith 
his own account of this fubjedt, and the facts. 


which he has collected: but as his time 1s 


fully occupied in the practice of his profefiion, - 


it is probable, that many years might elapfe 
before he could do fo, in a manner fatisfactory 


to himfelf. L[hope and expect, however, that 


he will undertake this tafk. .The medical 
treatment of difeafes, is the moft important 
part of our knowledge relating to them. ‘The 
plan, which I have fuggefted, may be applica- 
ble to fuch diforders of the digettive organs as 
require the attention of a furgeon, whofe chief 
mayer is the cure of local difeafe; but it ap- 
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pears to me very inadequate to the cure of thofe 
more complicated forms of difeafe, which come 
under the care of the phyfician. To this fub- 
ject Mr, Boodle has, I know, paid great at- 
tention; and a narrative of cafes mutt be value 
able, when given by a perfon who remarks 
the progrefs of difeafe, and the effects of me# 
dicine, with fagacity and accuracy, 


On 


rete e 


On Difeafes of the Urethra; particularly of that 
part, which is furrounded by the profate Gland. 


_ 


Every furgeon will, I believe, acknow- 
ledge that an obfcurity hangs over the fubje& 
of ftriétures of the urethra, which prevents 
us from perceiving the caufe of many circum- 
ftances, which occur in daily practice. Con- 
tractions of this canal are fometimes readily 
enlarged to their natural diameter by the in- 
troduction of common bougies, and the cure 
thus effected is permanent. In other cafes it 
is difficult to procure even a temporary en- 
~Jargement of the contracted part; and the 
ftri@ure returns, when the means by which it 
was relieved are difcontinued, This variety 
inthe event of different cafes may, in fome 
inftances, depend on the kind and’ duration of 

the 
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the difeafe in the ftri€tures themfelves; yet, 
in many others, I, am convinced that. it is 
owing to other circumitances, which it is my 
detign to confider in the prefent paper. Before 
_ my obferyation had been directed to. thefe 
circumftances, | was much puzzled to account 
for the difcordance in the refult of cafes appa- 
gently fimilar. I was equally unable to un- 
derftand fome occurrences, like thofe which 
are reprefented in the following cate, — 


CASE. 


A gentleman, whofe life was made un- 
comfortable by a wery frequent and very 
urgent propenfity to void his urine, applied 
_ to me for advice. ‘Two ftrictures were difco- 
vered in the further part of the urethra, 
which did not oppofe the paflage of a bougie 
as large as a goofequill, Some difficulty was 
experienced when the bougie entered that 
part of the urethra, which pafies through the 
proftate gland ; and the patient complained of 
pt which was confiderably increafed at the 

orifice 
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orifice of the bladder. The inftrument, how 
ever, entered the bladder, though with diffi- 
culty; and it feemed to be grafped by the 
f{phinéter. The proftate was enlarged to twice 
its natural fize; which circumftance feemed 
to me to explain tbe caufe of the flight im- 
pediment, which occurred to the patlage of 
the inftrument through it. ‘The urethra was 
unufually long in this patient; and though 
bougies had been frequently introduced, I 
fufpect that they had never been paffed into 
the bladder. The patient was of this opinion, 
from the peculiar f{enfations which he. expe- 
rienced, and which he had never felt before, 
He called upon me four days afterwards, faid 
that he was much relieved, and requefted to 
have the operation repeated. The fame bougie 
which had been ufed before now pafied with 
much greater facility, The patient itll felt 
‘peculiar fenfations, though much diminithed 
in degree, as the inftrument went through the 
proftate. It entered the bladder without dif- 
ficulty, and without appearing to be grafped. 
I now introduced a larger bougie, which went 
etn the. ftri@ures with lets difficulty. than 
‘the: 
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the fmaller one had done on its firft intro- 
duction. ‘This produced the fame uneafy fen- 
fation on entering the proftate; it was re- 
‘tarded. for,a moment.at.the. orifice of the 
bladder, and was flightly, grafped, at its en- 
trance... All the fymptoms. were {till.more re- 
lieyed by this fecond introduction. The fame 
_operation..was repeated a;few times. at firft 
‘every fourth day, and afterwards once a week, 
till a bougie of the largeft fize could be pafled 
without: occafioning any, uneafinefs, The pa- 
tient, during the latter part of the time, did 
not require to.void his urine more frequently 
than is common. He was relieved from a 
| great ‘trouble; and, though many years have © 
elapfed, he has. not experienced. fimilar, in- 
‘convenience. > 


_ Such. cafes as the preceding induced me.to 
fufpect that a.ftri€ture might exit in.the ori- 
fice of the bladder... The following cafe gave 
sme newrand, as | think, juft ideas relative. to 
this ,fubject... Whether the opinions:be: cor- 
.rect;or.not, the cafes, it mutt..be. admitted, 
_deferve attention. or 
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CASE. 


A gentleman, more than fevénty years of 
age, had experienced for about fix years ‘a 
difficulty in voiding his urine, which gradually 
increafed, till the ftream became very fmall. 
This was attended with a frequent propen- 
fity to difcharge the urine, which difturbed. 
him every fecond or third hour during the 
night. At laft a complete retention” took 
place when he’ was. in’'the country ; and a 
furgeon attempted to introduce a‘ {mall ca- 
theter, which however was prevented, by a 
firiure, from paffing farther than fix inches. 
The patient immediately ‘came to London, 
when I directed him to take fome caftor oil, © 
and to bathe the perineum and adjacent parts 
frequently with warm water. Afterfometime — 
the urine flowed ‘again, and he was relieved 
from the prefent urgent fymptoms. In two days 
I examined the urethra, and found a ftriture at 
fix inches, through which I could not pafs 
‘even ‘a very {mall bougie. I touched this 
with the argentum. nitratum ; ‘but the appli- 
: | cation 
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cation did not produce any alteration in the 
circumftances of the difeafe, On the third 
day the bougie paffed on to a ftricture at feven 
inches, which was alfo touched with cauftic ; 
and the fame treatment was repeated with 
another ftricture, at the diftance of half an 


inch from this. . The bougie now pafled 


through all the ftrictures, and entered the 
proftate, when I was obliged to withdraw it 
immediately, from a fudden attack of pain 
and faintnefs, No enlargement of the proftate 
was difcovered by an examination per anum ; 
nor was it tender when comprefled. I told 
the patient that I confidered it very defirable 


to introduce a. tubular inftrument into the 


bladder, but that the minutenefs of the ftream 
of urine rendered it doubtful whether this 
could be accomplifhed. I requefted him te 
call in another furgeon, that the attempt might 
be made by. us conjointly. A flexible var- 


nifhed catheter, containing a {trong wire, was | 


readily pafled into the proftate, but could not 
be made to enter the bladder. The attempt 
was not long perfevered in, from an appre- 
henfion of doing injury, if the inftrument 

P 2 were 


- 
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were not guided in the right track. No blood 
flowed ipon’ withdtawing the catheter. WN 
flicht retention of urine followed this attempt? 
but, after a few days) the patient was' in the 
fame ftate'as before. On examining the ure- 
thra four’ days afterwards, I found that the 
fmallett bougie would not pafs farther than 
fix inches: fo that the contra@ion of the firtt 
firicture had been re-excitéd by the irritation 
occafioned by our late attempt. As the appli- 
eation of the’ argentum nitratum had ‘fo fud- 
denly and completely relieved this firi@ture in 
the firft inftance, I now’ repeated this appli- 


scation, although I knew that the ftri€ture was 


merely: {pafmodic. In the courfe’ of a few 
days a fmallPbougie was introduced into’ the 
proitate, and afterwards’a larger otie. ‘Lhow 
withed to afcertain whether I'could pafs the 
hougie into the bladder; or learn, by means of 
that inftrument, the caufe of the obftruction. 


‘As the patient found that he could void his 
‘urine mot eafily when lying on the left fide, 
tt feemed probable that the’orifice of the ure- 


+hra might be found in ‘that direction. I there- 


vey deprefled the nat of the inftrument, 


445 and 
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and carried the other extremity towards the 
right groin, when moft unexpectedly it went 
_forwards into the bladder. When. the bougie 
was withdrawn, a confiderable quantity of 
clotted blood and mucus, with fome matter, 
oozed out of the urethra; and the patient 
afterwards voided in a large ftream about 
eight ounces of turbid. and foetid urine mixed 
with mucus; after which he felt as if his 
bladder were completely emptied. . Fronz. this 
time he had no occafion to void his urine 
more frequently than is natural, and he ex- 
pelled it in as large a diream, and with as 
much: facility, as he had ever done at any 
period of his life. The bougie was for fome 
time introduced every third day, and after- 
ewards once a week.» It pafled eafily not:only 
through the urethra, but into the bladder, 
when guided in the direction which: has been 
mentioned. At firft the point was foiled with 
blood and: matter, but afterwards. thefe ap- 
pearances were ‘no; longer obfervable, which 
led me to conclude that the circumference of 
the ulcerated. orifice of the biadder had come | 
pletelyshealed:»: ‘Two years afterwards this 
“7 gentleman 


214 ON DISEABES 


gentleman experienced a recurrence of his 
former complaints; a {mall bougie only could 
now be introduced into the bladder. A 
laryer bougie was paffed through the ure- 
thra on the next attempt ; but it was not 
carried forwards into the bladder, from an 
apprehenfion of irritating the proftate. After 
a few days the larger bougie was introduced 
into the bladder, and met with a little refift- 
ance at its orifice. From this time it paffed 
with the fame facility as when I difcontinued 
my former attendance, and the patient found 
himfelf equally well. ‘Two years have now 
elapfed without any neceflity for repeating 
thefe operations. . boring’ 


In this cafe a difeafe took place in the 
proftate gland, without producing any evi- 
dent enlargement or tendernefs of its fub- 
ftance, though it proceeded to a ftate of 
ulceration. The difeafe feems to have ope- 
-yated on the continuous parts in two direc- 
tions; backwards upon the bladder, render- 
ing that organ irritable; and forwards upon 
the urethra, caufing firictures, which were 

‘In 
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in fome degree organic, but chiefly of a fpaf- 
modic nature. It muft be allowed, however, 
that the obftru@ion of the aperture into the 
bladder by the difcharges from the ulcerated 
furface contributed in a great degree to main- 
tain the irritability of the organ, by impeding 
the difcharge of the urine. This difeafe was 
alfo of a nature that admitted of relief, and 
the paflage of a bougie feemed to effect its 
cure. It had, however, a tendency to recur, 
and the ufe of the bougie leffened the irri- 
tability of the part, and arrefted the progrefs 
of the difeafe. 


The circumftances of this cafe do not in- 
deed unfold the caufe and precife nature of | 
the diforder, which, however, will in my 
opinion be elucidated by thofe which follow. 
They induced me to fuppofe that thofe in- 
ftances, which I had formerly met with, 
and which appeared {fo unintelligible, were 
of a fimilar nature; and they made me par- 
ticularly attentive to the ftate of the urethra, 
where it pafles through the proftate gland, 
as | Bid the poffibility of this canal being 

difeafed, 
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difeafed, without the proftate being materi- 
ally implicated in the diforder. The follow- 
ing cafe occurred foon afterwards. 12 38 


existe, 


“A gentleman, between fifty and fixty years 
of age, had for twenty ‘years been fubject 
to occafional fits of dyfury. DP was- defired 
to fee him in one of thefe, which had been 
very fevere and long continued. ‘He was 
obliged to void the urine at leat évery hour. 
The calls were fudden and urgent, and the 
pan continued for a confiderable ‘time’ after 
the urine had been difcharged. He had fome 
fever, which fuch ‘irritation would naturally 
produce. A modcrate-fized bougie {topped 
at two firi@ures, ‘but paited through them 
without ‘much difficulty: when it entered the 
proftate, the patient complained of burning 
pain; of a ftrong irritation to make water; 
and grew fo- faint that I had merely time, 
by a gentle prefure, to afcertain that the 
bougie would pais into the bladder: when 


I with- 
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I withdrew it, the point was covered with blood, 
The patient was directed to bathe the peri- 
neum with warm water frequently, if the 
dyfury was urgent. He was much relieved 
by the introduétion of the bougie, and did 
not want afterwards to void his urine oftener 
than every fecond or third hour. The calls 
were leis urgent, and the fubfequent uneafi- 
nefs lefs in feverity and duration. After two 
days, a bougie of the fame fize was intro- 
duced to the extent of eight inches, and with- . 
drawn; no blood adhered to its furface, A 
fmaller bougie, much curved, was now pafled 
into the bladder; the patient complained of 
the fame uneafy fentation as before, when it 
entered» the proftate; but he did not grow 
faint. ‘The point was bloody for three quar- 
ters of an inch, but lefs fq than on its fir 

introduction, «More relief was experienced 
this time.» Lhe. urine was now voided. only 
every fourth hour, ‘Pwo days afterwards 
the bougie was again introduced into the 
bladder, contiderably curved, and with the 
point carried along the upper furface of the 
urethra, where it pafles through the proftate 


gland, 
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gland. The point was foiled with a yellowith 
fluid, flightly tinted with blood. As the pa- 
tient was getting much better, the operation 
‘was not repeated till after four days, and then 
at the end of a week: at which time the 
blood and the yellow fluid had entirely difap- . 
peared. The urine was not voided more fre- 
quently than natural, nor was its expulfion at- 
tended or fucceeded by any painful fenfation, 
The ftri@ures in this cafe felt firm, and-not 
eafily dilatable: I thought it necefflary to re- 
lieve them, left they fhould contribute to re- 
induce the irritation in the proftate; but the 
patient felt himfelf fo well, that he was 
averfe to any thing which might renew his 
former fufferings, and he has had no fymp- 
toms of dyfury fince that period, The prof- 
tate in this patient was not enlarged nor ten- 
der. Conclufions fimilar to thofe, which were 
deduced from the former cafe, may be more 
fairly drawn from this; viz. that a difeafe may 
occur in the membrane of the urethra where 
it pafles through the proftate, and that it may 
render the bladder irritable, and produce {ftric- 
tures in the urethra; for in this cafe there 
was 
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was no mechanical obftruction to the expul+ 
fion of the urine to produce irritation m the 
bladder. It alfo appears, that the difeafe ad- 
mitted of relief by the introduction of a. 


bougie. 


I have lately met with another cafe in a 
younger man, who is between twenty and 
thirty years of age, and who was afflicted 
with fimilar fits of dyfury, the caufe of which 
could not be afcertained. I paffed a bougie 
for him a few times, but found no ftriture in 
the urethra. The fame painful fenfations were 
produced in the proftate, as in the preceding 
cafes. ‘The bougie did not appear at the time 
to relieve the dyfury ; but the complaint gra- 
dually ceafed, and the patient left town. He 
has been much better fince this time, and at- 
tributes his relief to the paflage of the bougie 


CASE, 


A gentleman, about fixty years of age, was 
affected with dyfury, which increaféd in vio- 
lence, though various means were employed 
| during 
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during two years for his. relief. He voided 
his urine every fecond hour, or oftenér, with 
great pain and fevere irritation; which conti- 
nued for fome time after its expulfion. He’ 
had fuch a fenfation of heat and uneafinefs in 
the perinzeum, that he could not bear to bring 
his: thighs together; and he was obliged to 
ufe a cufhion, with a vacancy in the. middle, 
ywhen he fat down. He could not ride in'a 
carriage, or even walk out, although his ge- 
neral health was good...A. moderate-fized 
-bougie halted a little at two ftridures, and 
when it arrived at the prottate produced a 
violent burning fenfation, a vehement pro- 
penfity to void the urine, and extreme pain at 
about two inches from. the orifice of . the 
urethra; which part was always particularly 
painful during the time of voiding the urine, 
and after its expulfion, On withdrawing the 
bougie, which had entered the bladder, its 
point was found to be covered with blood. 
The proftate being examined, felt rather 
broader than ufual, but was not tender. ‘The 
patient was relieved by the introduction of the 
bougie, which was repeated on the third day: 

it 
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it‘ went’more freely through the ftrictures, 
and’ the fenfations, caufed by its paflage 
through’ the proftate, were ‘diminifhed:' The 
point of the bougie was bloody. T afcertained 
that the blood’ came from that part of the 
iirethra: which is fituated in the proftate, “by 
introducing a large bougie to the.diftance of 
eight inches, and then withdrawing it: the 
point was not ‘in the leaft foiled with blood. 
The fecond introduction of the bougie pro- 
duced confiderable relief. ‘The urine was re- | 
tained tonger, the uneafy fenfatibiy in the pe- 
rina@um was diminifhed; and the patient could 
walk or fit’ down more comfortably. The. 
bougie was uled every third or ‘fourtli day for 
three: weeks ; and then once a week fora 
month | longer, its) fize being’ eradually int 
created? be he appearance of blood ‘on the 
point, gradually ceafed: ‘it’ was ‘afterwards 
foiled with a purulent ‘and’ ted with a mu- 
cous ‘fluid, ‘which’ appearances’ Alta gradu- 
ally ‘ceafed. “©The ‘water was now’ voided 
only at intervals of fou hours, ‘the fub- 
{equent* pain being “either trivial or" ‘entirely 
abfent; the uneafinels in the perinzeun wes 


~~ 
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fo inconfiderable, that the patient could walk 
for feveral hours, and fit down without pain. 
The: feminal difcharges had been attended 
with extreme pain, fo great as almoft to pro- 
duce fainting, before the ftate of the proftate 
had been relieved: they afterwards took place 
without any unutual fenfation. 


Thefe cafes fhew that the urethra may be- 
come irritable and difeafed, where it pafles 
through the proftate gland, without any ma- 
terial diforder of the contiguous parts. They 
‘induced me to pay particular attention to the 
ftate of that part of the urethra; which at- 
tention will, in my opinion, be found of great 
confequence in directing our treatment of 
thefe diforders. As it would render this pa- 
per extremely voluminous to detail the par- 
ticular cafes which J have met with, I thal! 
merely relate the obfervations which I have 
made, and the inferences which I have drawn 
from them; that the profeffion in general 
may inveftigate the fubjeét, and determine 
how far thefe obferyations and opinions are 
correc. | se 
Firft, 


OF THE URETHRA, «c. 223 


Firft, then, it has appeared to me that a 
fate of inflammation and irritation may take 
place in the remote part of the urethra toa 
greater or lefs extent.. It may produce in the 
proftate that peculiar fenfibility of the part 
which I have deferibed; and in the perinzum 
it may caufe contractions of different parts ‘of 
the canal. Hither of thefe affections may be 
more permanent than the other, even where 
each part has been equally affected in the be- 
ginning. This {tate of inflammation and irri- 
tation is frequently produced by gonorrhea, 
though it may occur from other caufes. “If, 
injudicioufly, a bougie be introduced when 
this diforder firft occurs in a gonorrhoea, nu-+ 
merous {pafmodic ftrictures* are met with; 
the patient becomes alarmed by the difficulty © 
of pafiing the inftrument, and by the name 
of ftriGures, and confults a more experienced: 
furgeon, who directs local warm bathing, and 


* [have ufed the term fpafmodic ftri€tures in -the indiferi- 
minate manner in which it is generally employed, thongh Iam 
aware that it is objectionable: a ftri@ure from fpafm is not a 
ftricture; and a ftricture may be itritable or fpafmodical, or 
atherwife. | . 


the 
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the application’ of leeches ‘to’ the permenni. 
The diforder is cured ;.the patient expects that 
ftrictures remain ; a full-fized. bougie is intro- 


duced to fatisfy him, which paffes without the 


Jeaft difficulty. I am unable to determine 
whether in fuch cafes the uréthra is affected 
in the firft infiance in that part which. paffes 
through. the proftate, as I never made any 
examination under thefe circumitances, though 
think it very probable that it is fo... When 
a gleet becomes unufually protracted, it 1s 
frequently owing to the effects of. this difor- 
der in the remote part of the urethra, main- 
taining a degree of irritation in the front. 
..UOnder thefe circumiftances, it is allowable to 
introduce a bougie, when ttrictures will fre- 
quently be found in the. perineum ; and in 
many cafes, the patients whom I have attended 

chaye experienced thofe fenfations, which are 

_ characteriftic of tendernefs,in the membrane 
of the urethra, where it paffes through the 
profiate. If, therefore, we lock to the origin 
“of: thofe cafes, which we are called upon to 
attend in their advanced flages, we might, ex- 
pect to find the diforder of the urethra. yarious 
with 


sor 
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with refpect to the kind and extent of the 
difeafe. ‘That it will be found fo in practice 
I do not hefitate to affirm, from the obferva- 
tions which I have already made relative to 
this fubje@. In fome cafes, ftri¢tures in that 
part of the canal, which is fubjeé to fuch con- 
tractions, will be the fole difeafe. In others, 
an uneafinefs, and fuch fenfations as I have 
defcribed, will be complained of as the bougie 
pafles through the laft inch of the urethra, 
which is contained in the proftate gland. In 
fome cafes alfo, the ftriGtures will be the lefs 
degree of the difeafe, arid the irritation in the 
proftate the greater; and in fome cafes it will 
be found that nothing is difcoverable which 
can fairly be denominated a ftricture, and yet 
the tendernefs which I have defcribed exifts 
in a moft painful degree. In deducing thefe 
difeafes from the inflammation which go- 
norrheea excites, I mean only to trace them 
from a very common origin. The fame dif- 
orders frequently take place without having 
been preceded by that complaint. An atten- 
tion to the circumftances, which have been 
mentioned, feems to me to explain the contra- 


Q dictory 


\ 
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dictory events which happen, when a timilar 
plan of treatment is purfued for the cure of 
difeafes of the urethra. When {ftrictures are 
the fole difeafe, they are often readily, and 
generally permanently, cured. When an ir- 
ritation, fuch as I have deferibed, exitts in the | 
proftate, it 1s difficult to enlarge the con- 
tracted portions of the canal; and, when that 
is accomplifhed, the ftrictures recur, as a:caufe 
of irritation to the urethra {till continues. In 
fome cafes, the enlargement of the ftritures 
fails to mitigate the dyfury, and in others it is 
augmented by the meafures, which have been 
employed to cure the ftrictures, when the 
{tate of irritation at the neck of the bladder 
has been. unadverted to. Many patients have 
applied to me under thefe circumiftances, after 
having been under the care of other furgeons. . 
They have ftated, that {mall bougies only could 
be pafled in the firft inftance, and that though 
the largeft could now be introduced, the 
complaint was no better; nay, fome have 
thought themfelves ‘materially worle. A 
—bougie has pafled in ‘thefe cafes eight inches, 
without meeting any confiderable obftruction, — 

3 er 
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or exciting much fenfation; but, after this 
point, it caufed a moft acute and burning pain, 
with vehement defire to make water. Some 
have enquired) if. I) was withdrawing the 
bougie, whilft it was flowly proceeding, and 
fome have. complained of great pain in the 
front of the urethra. Similar cates have oc- 
curred in my own practice. I have relieved 
ftrictures, without materially benefiting my 
patients ; of late years, I may venture to fay, - 
without making them worfe; becaufe 1 have 
been cautious not to hurt the canal, where it 


pafies through the proftate. 


Some cafes of diforders of the urinary or- 
gans are made worfe in the attempt to cure 
ftrictures: and I think I deliver an important 
admonition, to the younger part of the pro- 
- feffion, when.I caution them to beware, .in 
their attempts to cure ftrictures, that they do 
not irritate or injure the laft inch of that ca- 
nal, where there’ are'no ftrictures,, but in 
which confiderable diforder may neyertheleis 
exilt. | | 
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In fome cafes of diféafed urethra, which I 
_ have not unfrequently met with, ftrictures are 
found, through which a fmall bougie pales 
with ditficulty.; and it produces thofe fenfa- 
tions, in pafling through the proftate, which 
I have defcribed, as peculiar to that part of | 
the canal when in a difeafed ftate. ‘The pa- 
tient, however, experiences relief from the 
introduction of the bougie ; and if it be pafled 
again on the third day, it will meet with no 
obftruction from the ftrictures, and caufe lefs 
uneafinefs in pafling through the proftate. I 
have then taken a bougie of a larger fize, 
fuch as it would have been impofflible to in- 
troduce in the firft inftance, and this has 
pafled through the ‘ftriétures to the diftance of 
eight inches; but I have forborne to carry it 
any farther, left I fhould irritate the urethra 
near the neck of the bladder. It appears 
therefore to me, that you may relieve or ag- 
gravate ftrictures in fuch cafes in proportion 
as you diminifh or augment the morbid fenfi- - 
bility of the remote part of the urethra; and 
an attention to the ftate of this part is on 
this account of the greateft importance. 


Having 
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Having thus adverted to, the probable origin 
of the difeafe, which I am endeavouring to 
defcribe, and its connection with ftrictures, l 
proceed to obferve, that fuch a {tate of mor- 
bid fenfibility in that portion of the urethra, 
which pafles through the proftate, may per- 
haps exift as a. fymptom of an irritable blad- 
der. .If the lining of the bladder were in- 
flamed and irritable, it is probable that the 
diforder would extend into the urethra for 
fome {mall diftance. In the fourth cafe, I 
believe that the difeafe in queftion was com- 
plicated with an irritable ftate of the bladder; 
but whether it was to be confidered as an 
adjunct circumftance, or in the relation. of 
caufe or effect, cannot be determined. The 
irritability of the bladder was diminifhed, but 
not cured, by the treatment which leffened 
this difeafe. In one gentleman, who appa- 
rently died of an irritable bladder, and who 
complained of the fenfations, which I have 
defcribed, in an acute degree, on the bougie 
pafling through the prottate, the difeafed 
parts were examined, but yery trivial morbid 
. appearances were obferyed, The lining of 
the 
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the bladder was not perfectly natural, and 
was inflamed; > yet the ‘difeafed appearances 
were not ftriking ;\ and in‘ the urethra the de- 
viation from the ange! sles was a 
lets fo. : 


-”' Tt is not improbable, however, that fuch a 
morbid fenfibility of the proftatic urethra 
may arife from an irritable’ bladder. Perhaps, 
alfo, it may occafionally arife from the ‘irrita- 
tion of the laft {tricture. Many patients with 
firictures, who complained much of the’ fen- 
fations at the neck of the ‘bladder, at the 
commencement of the treatment of their 
complaint, have afferted, that they felt no 
unufual fenfations when the bougie paffed 
through the proftate, after the ftrictures had 
been cured. Yet, though I would admit that 
a tendernefs of the canal of the -urethra in 
the proftate may fometimes arife from its prox- 
imity and continuity with the lining of the biad- 
der, or with the laft ftricture, | think it more 
frequently exifts as an original and indepen- 
dent difeafe. It has been fhewn, that it may 
render the bladder’ irritable, and excite con- 

tractions 
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trations in the urethra... Some cafes -have 
been adduced, which thew that this ftate. may 
exift, and yet the bladder may not be con- 
{tantly irritable, but that it may be affected 
by fits. I have alfo met with a cafe where 
this fenfibility exifted in an extreme degree, 
and yet it feemed to have very little influence 
on. the bladder. I have likewife known this 
irritable ftate of the urethra complicated with 
the common enlargement of the prottate, 
I proceed, in the next phot to relate what 
I have obferyed refpecting the treatment of 
the difeafe, which I have been deferibing; 
The three fir cafes thew, in a firiking man- 
ner, the advantage | derived from. the int rO- 
duction of -bougies; and Ihave feen many 
fimilar ones, though t i{carcely think, fo. de- 
monftrative of the utility, of this mode of 
treatment. I know dome, patients. with oc- 
cafional attacks of dyfi fury, and who have 
this tendernets of the remote part of the ures 
thra, in whom the passage of a bougie, toge> 
ther with warm bathing-of the perineum and 
adjacent parts, very {peedily relieves_a difeate, 
which 
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which had proved very tedious and diftreffing, 
before thefe meafures were adopted. Ifa bou- 
gie be introduced, for the firft time, in a cafe — 
of this defcription, fevere pain is felt, and 
faintnefs is occafioned: if this operation be 
repeated three days afterwards, the pain per- 
haps is much lefS fevere, and it may dimi- 
nifh at each fucceeding introduction of the 
inftrument. Should this be found to be the 
cafe, ‘furely nothing need be farther faid in 
commendation of this mode of treatment. 
The morbid fenfibility of parts is diminithed 
by it. This happened in the three firft cafes 
in a remarkable degree, and I have known it 
take place in many others. Nor is there any 
thing in this event that fhould excite fur- 
prife: every furgeon is familiar with the fame 
circumftance, with relation to ftri¢tures in the 
urethra. The firft introductions of a bougie 
are very painful ; the fubfequent ones are even 
difregarded. Still, however, [ think it may 
be uféful to dwell a little on this fubject, and 
confider the probable caufes of thefe effects, 


as it may tend to eftablifh rules for our con- . 


duct in practice. It appears to me, that we 
sat | diminifh 
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diminifh the morbid as well as the natural 
fenfibility of parts by doing them a degree of 
violence, fhort of that which produces a kind 
of re-aétion in them, by which their fenfibility 
is heightened, ‘This is, indeed, the confidera- 
tion, which guides my practice in thefe and in. 
many other cafes. If, even in ftrictures of 
the urethra, the fenfibility of the canal ‘be- 
comes increafed by the introduction of bou- 
gies, or, in other words, if inflammation’ is 
excited, furely it is wrong to profecute fuch 
meafures at this juncture. If the morbid fen- 
fibility be diminifhed, we may ufe more free- 
dom in the profecution of our meafures. In 
pafling the bougie, in the cafes now under 
confideration, it ought at firft, I think, to be 
fo {mall as not at all to diftend ‘the irritable 
urethra. I have always curved it confiderably, 
and kept the point in contact with the upper 
furface of the urethra, as it pafles through 
the gland. I recommend warm bathing to 
the perineum, with a view to obviate or di- 
minith irritation. If I find, on the fecond in- - 
troduction of the bougie, the fenfibility of the 
parts diminifhed, it induces me afterwards to 

proceed 
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proceed more freely ; but at all times with a 
caution excited and regulated by the con- 
fideration which I have mentioned... Now, 
though fuch conduct has been fuccefsful in 
many inftances, | am concerned to ftate, that. 
it has failed in fome others; and, when I 
clearly afcertain that Iam not likely to fuc; 
ceed, [ ceafe to make farther attempts by the 
introduction of bougies, and purfue only ge- 
neral methods, fuch as warm. bathing, bleed- 
_ing by leeches, &c. When there ¢ are ftrics. 
‘tures; which it is right to enlarge, I pafs the 
bougie through the lait ftricture, witheut car- 
rying it.on, fo as to irritate the tender part of 
the urethra, which lies behind it. A know- 
ledge of the nature of difeafes cannot but be 
defirable, even though it does not enable us 
to cure them, all. Lf ftrictures are removed, 
and dyfury remains, I believe it is common 
to confider it as arifing from an_ irritable 
bladder: now, though this may be a general 
truth, there are many exceptions. I do not 
find that attention is paid to that defcription 
of cafes, which makes the fubject of the pre- 


fent paper: I was unacquainted with them 
, till 


‘e -— te. 5 
P Pub a” 


OF THE URETHRA, &c. 238 


till | met with the cafes which I firft men- 
tioned: the knowledge which I have thus 
obtained has enabled me to afford relief in 
many. cafes, and has Jaaepoie me from error 
in others, 


Ow 


2 ead 


“On the Treatment of one Shave ope the 
Nevi Materni. 


I fhall relate two cafes, and fay a few words 
on the treatment of this complaint, which is 
a congenital deformity, confifting in a clutter 
of enlarged veflels, filled, and occafionally 
diftended by the influx of blood from nu- 
merous furrounding arteries. ‘The deformity 
to which I allude is fo well known, and fo 
frequent an occurrence, as to preclude the 


neceflity of any defcription. Mr. John Bell 


has of late propofed an ingenious theory of _ 


its formation, and has denominated it an aneu- 
ry{mai enlargement of the veffels, in confe- 
quence of their anaftomofes. There can be 
no doubt that the repletion, diftention, and 
eonfequent cnlargement of the dilated veflels 

depends 
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depends upon ja ‘kindof inflammatory. action, 
of the furrounding arteries; for, if that be 
wanting, the mark ceafes to, enlarge, and if 
prefent, it increafes in fize in proportion to 
the degree of inflammatory action. In many 
cafes thefe marks, having increafed to a cer- 
tain degree, ceafe to enlarge; they then re- 
main ftationary,: or gradually diminith, till 
they almoft difappear. | This occurrence is 
not fo frequent as to induce furgeons to 
expect fuch an event, or to, prohibit, in con- 
fequence of fuch expectation, their removal, 
For, if they continue to enlarge, the ope- 
ration muft be commenfurate to. their fize. 
The confequences of their burfting are alarm- 
ing and vexatious. It is not, however, my 
intention to {peak of thefe affections in ge- 
neral, but only to ftate what, perhaps, may 
in fome inftances be done with fuccels, when 
the removal of the unnatural ftructure cannot 
be accomplifhed. | For this preternatural en- 
largement of veffels is not always cutaneous. 
I have feen it occupying the whole fubftance 
of the cheek, neither appearing beneath the 
fkin nor the membrane of the mouth: I have 

met 
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met with it in the orbit of the eye, and 
have found it covering the whole of an extre- 
mity, or nearly one half of the trunk of the 
body. If any means can be purfued, under 
fuch circumftances, to check the progrefs of 
the complaint, they furely deferve attention. 
I was lately fo fortunate as to fuccéed in fuch 
endeavours, in cafes, the relation of which is 


my chief object at prefent. 


CASE. 


A child about two months old was brought. 
to St. Bartholomew's hofpital, with this un- 
natural enlargement of veflels, diftributed 
every where beneath the fore arm, from the 
wrift to the elbow. In a fhort time it had 
{wollen to that degree, that the circumference 
of the affected fore arm was twice the fize of 
the other. The veflels were large and con- 
torted; and to give the reader an idea of their 
appearance, [ may mention that the child’s 
mother affirmed that they refembled the en- 
trails of a pig, with which fhe had either been 
frightened or difgufted during her pregnancy. 
: The 
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The kin was of a dufky hue, and had not 
its natural fmoothnefs of furface. The heat 
of this fore-arm was much greater than that 
of the correfponding found one. Preflure 
forced the blood out of the veffels, and tem- 
porarily diminifhed the bulk of the limb, 
and made it of a paler colour. The child’s 
mother lives at Turnham Green, where 
Mr. Graham, an ingenious furgeou, who 
was for a long time a ftudent at St. Bar-. 
tholomew’s Hofpital, alfo refides, I requefted 
this gentleman to take charge of the cafe, 
and try the effect of the following plan: of 
treatment, which it feemed to me right to 
inftitute. Firft, I was defirous of afcertaining 
whether a permanent and equable —preflure 
would not prevent the diftenfion and confe- 
quent enlargement of the turgid veflels ; 
fecondly, whether reducing the temperature 
of the limb would not diminith the inflam- 

matory action, upon which their repletion 
feemed fo depend. ‘Thefe two intentions admit- 
ted of being readily accomplifhed. A many- 
tailed bandage of fticking plafter feemed | 
3 adequate 
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adequate to effect the firft, and wetting the 
limb with water the latter.. Thefe meafures 
were judicioufly carried into effect by Mr. Gra- 
ham; the preflure was firlt made flightly, 
and. afterwards more forcibly, as the part 
feemed to bear it without inconvenience. A 
roller was applied over the platter. and kept 
wet, if the limb felt hotter than natural, fo 
as to regulate its temperature. The fuccefs 
of thefe meafures exceeded our moft fanguine 
expe@iations. The fize of the limb gradually 
diminifhed, and its temperature became natu- 


ral. After fix months, Mr. Grahamy removed: 


the bandages, which it was not neceflary to 
continue any longer. Lhe limb was in fome 
degree waited, from prefiure and difeafe, but 
it foon gradually re-acquired its natural fize. 
After the bandages had been left off fora 
month, I faw the child. The fkin was pale 
and had a flightly thrivelled appearance. ‘The 
contorted veflels felt like folid chords ‘inter- 
pofed between it.and the fafcia of the fore- 
arm. Mist laches 


CASE. 


_ eee ll 
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CAS E, 


A child had this unnatural ftate of the vefiels 
in the orbit of the eye. They gradually in- 
creafed in magnitude, and extended themfelves 
‘into the upper eye-lid, fo as to keep it per- 
manently clofed.. The cluttered veffels alfo 
projected out of the orbit, at the upper part, 
and made the integuments protrude, forming 
a tumour as large as.a walnut. Of courfe, the 
removal of this difeafe did not appear practica- 
ble. I was confulted on this cafe by Mr, Hur- 
-lock, whom I told of the fuccefs of the Caer 
experiment. Preflure to any extent was, Here 
evidently impoffible; but the abftraction of 
heat, and confequent diminution of inflamma- 
tory action might be attempted. I recom- 
mended that folded linen, wet with rofe wa- 
ter faturated with alum, fhould be bound on 
to the projecting. part, and kept conftantly 
damp. Under this treatment the diforder as 
regularly receded as it had before increafed, 
After about three months it had gradually 
funk within the orbit, and the child could 

R open 
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open its eye. Shortly afterwards all medical 
treatment was difcontinued, and no appear- 
ance of this unnatural ftructure remains. 


A third cafe of a very extenfive mark of 
this defeription, covering the back and fhoul-. 
‘der, got well, as | am informed, by:the fame 
treatment. I have not, however, been able — 
to learn the particulars: Jt appears to me 
probable, from the foregoing cafes, that if the 
-preternatural diftention of the veffels could be 
prevented, the blood might coagulate in them ; 
and thus this unnatural contexture of veflels, 
| being rendered 1 greenies might become ob- 
literated. 


The beft mode of obtaining and increafing 
profeflional knowledge is, in my opinion, to 
pay that {tri@ attention to cafes, which enables 
‘us to note thofe nice fhades of difference, which 
diftinguith difeafes from each other; and alfo 
to form fome’ regular arrangement of them ; 
. fo that, ultimately, we may be able to diicover i 
their natural {eries and order. This method I 
‘have purfued from the hog aH Oe of my pro- 


feffional 
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feffional ftudiés: “ Whenever the opinions, ° 
which an attention to cafes had impreifed on’ 
my mind, differed from thofe which feemed 
to prevail amongit other practitioners, I pub- 
lifhed the cafes, and the inferences which I 
dréw from them ; becaufe I thought the cafes, 
at leaft, deferved atténtion, and that the jutt- 
ne{s of ty opinions would either be confirm- 
ed or confuted by thofe of the public. It is 
alfo of acknowledged utility to the promo-' 
tion of fcience, to excite inveftigation, _ and 
even publicly to announce the deficiencies of - 
our Knowledge. Such were thé confidera- * 
tions, which induced’ me to lay’ before the 
public’ my former and the prefent effays and” 
obfervations. Tam inducéd to mention my 
motives, though indeed they ate fufficiently 
apparent, bécaufe I fufpe@ that I may, on 
this océafion, be again cenfured for producing 
unfinifhed performances, and for not paying 
fufficient attention to the records of fimilar 
cafés, which are contained in books. The very 
defign of the work includes in it, however, a | 
_ degree and acknowledgment of imperfection ; 


and 
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and what I with to obferve on this fubjeé 
will be beft expreffed in the words of Horace: 


“< Eft yuédam prodire tenus ; fi non datur ultra.” 


For my apparent inattention to reading on 
the fubjeds, which it is the intention of. 
thefe eflays and obfervations to illuftrate, I 
have formerly affigned, what appeared to me 
to be an adequate apology— : 


‘In proportion as we advance in know- 
ledge, we are led to remark many circum- 
ftances in the progrefs of a diforder, which 
had before paffed without notice ; but which, 
if known and duly attended to, would clearly 
point, out the nature of the complaint. Hence 
the records of former cafes are of much lefs 
value; as the fymptoms, about which we are. 
now anxious to inquire, haye, in them, been 
entirely overlooked.” ‘Lo adduce cafes with- 
out opportunities of identifying them, would 
only lead to controyerfy. | 


Again then I publifh a work, with all thefe 
imperfections, regardlefs too of my own re- 
putation, 


or N&vt MATERNI. 245 


putation, whilft I am confcious of performing 
a duty in not fecreting knowledge, or making 
it merely fubfervient to private views; but in. 
publifhing information, which could not be 
collected without opportunities that few pof- 
fefs, and which may, in various ways, con- 
tribute to promote the advancement of medi- 
cal knowledge. , 


Printed by J. Nichols and Sou, 
Red Lion-Passage, Fleet-Street. 
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